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HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS COMMISSION.

ERAES, SKYE, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1883.
Present -——

Lord Xarier axp Errrick, K.T., Chairman,
Sir Kexyera S, Mackexzie, Bart,

Dosawn CaMeros, Esq. of Lochiel, M. P,

C. Fraser MackixtosH, Esy., M.P.

Sheriff NicoLsox, LI.D.

Professor Macrixxyoy, DLA,

Awaus STEWART, Crofter, Beinn-a-chortain—exzamined.

1. The Chairman,—Would you have the goodness to state what is
your oecupation I—A crofter.

2. Have you also been engaged in fishing —Yes.

3, Were you born here, at the Braes?—Dorn at the Braes.

4. Have you lived here all your life 3-—Not all my life. I have been
away, but not very far offl

5, From time to time I—From time to time.

. 6. But you are thoroughly acquainted with the feelings and interests
of the people here?—VYes.

7. Have you been freely elected by the people to be their delegate -
Yes.

8. Now, will you have the goodness to state to me what are the hard-
ships or grievances of whiek the people complain who have elected you i—
Yes; but it is in Gaelic that T prefer to speak,

9. You desire to be examined in Gaelic t—Yes. [From this point the
examination of the witness and of subsequent witnesses in Skye was con-
dueted through Mr Dugald MLachlun, sheriff-elerk depute, as interpreter.]

10, Then you will have the goodness to state what are the hardships
md grievances, if auy, of which the people whom you represent at this
plice complain?—I would wish that I should have an epportunity of
saying a few words before I tell that, and that is that T should have the
assurance that I will not be evicted from my holding by the landlord or
factor, as I have seen done slready. I would not have a fire in my house
at Whitsanday I want the assurance that I will not be evicted, for T
cannot bear evidence to the distress of my people without bearing evidence
to the oppression and high-bandedness of the landlord and bhis faetor.

11. Have you anything more to add to your preparatory statement b—
No.

12, It i8 impossible for the Commission to give you any absolute
gecurity of the kind which you desire. The Commission cannot interfers
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SEYE.  bstween you and your landlord, or between you and the law, but we trust
— that no act of oppression or severity wounld ever be exercised towarda you

Boaxs. o any one else by the landlord in consequence of your courage and good-
Angos  ness in telling the absolute truth. [Examination ADJOURNED. ]

Stewart.

Mr ArExaxprr Macpoxarp, Factor for Lord Macdonald—exzamined.

Mr Alexanler 13, The Chairman.—You are at liberty to apeak if you desire to make
Macdonald. gy observations 7—In the first place, I may say that I am surprised at
this man’s statement, because he is not one of our crofters at all. Heis a
crofter's son; he is not a crofter. That is the first thing, Iu the next
place, I do not think that he has any reason whatever, ur that any person
has any reason whatever, if he tells the truth, and nothing bat the truth,
to fear anything. In fact, we consider it rather insulting to us to insinuate
anything of the sort. We despise to do anything of the sort. We expect
and trust that the men will tell the truth and nothing but the truth, and
the whole truth,

14. There is something rather ambignous in the statement which you
have made. Am T to understand that yon publicly state that no proceed-
ing will be taken against any tenant or inhabitant of this place in con-
sequence of what they state before the Commission on this occasion I—I

. believe not.

15. You say you believe not, but do you engage that no proceedings
will be taken &—"That is all I can state : on my own property certainly there
will not bs, and, I believe, on no property. In fact, such an idea never
entered our heads ; but we expect the people will tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.

16. r Cameron.—Would you engage ou behalf of the propristors for
whom you act;. for all properties with which you are connected 1—2ost
certainly ; but this I would say, if we hear any man making a grossly false
statement against us, which we can prove to be false, I do not think that
in human nature it would be found we should like to continue that man
a8 our tenant, If there is any statement which s made by a man thinking
and believing it to be true, even though we ourselves differ from it, we
would never dream of using any power that we have, but if the wman tella
a parcel of unfounded lies—which I do not believe any man here or else-
where in Skye will do until T hear it—that is a different matter altogether.
So far as we are coneerned the people have full liberty to tell everything
they have to say, without any fear.

17. The Chairman.—If you are able to do so T wonld rather that you
availad yourself of this occasion to make a distinet declaration that what-
ever the people say no proceeding will ever be taken against them on that
account,—that on this particular occasion whatever they may say, however
mistaken you may think them, however erroneous or false, no proceeding
will be attempted —These are my own personal feelings, and certainly so
far as the properties for which I am factor are concerned they will never
know or hear anything about it—so far as I, as factor, am eoncerned.

18, Then I am authorised by you to assure this gentleman before me
that nothing will ever be done to his prejudice on this occasion t—I
expect that he will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, and so far as I am concerned as factor, I will visit i no way anything
upon bim, and I believe Lord Macdonald will do nothing,



19, M+ Cemeron,—You have heard whot this witness has said, that SKYE
except under certain conditions he refuses to give us evidence. We have —
been appointed by the Queen to investigate this subject thoroughly, and S_P“js
it i3 impussible that we can do so unless we get proper evideuce from My Alexander
withesses such as Mr Angus Stewart. Now, [ am sure you would not Macdonald,
wish that the evidence should fail to be recorded from any disinclination
on your part to give the assurance which has been asked by the chairman$
—1I give him the fullest assurance.

20, And I think all we wish was contained in the observation which I
formerly made, namely, that so far as concerns the estates under your
management nothing shall happen to any witness in consequence of any
statetacnt which he mnay make, whether you consider it truthful or not,
before this Commission. If you give that assurance we may at once
proceed I—Certainly we expect the man to tell the truth.

21. The Chairman.—But let us come to & point on this matter, Will
you state yes or no in reply to my guestion,—will you authorise me to
state absolutely to this man that nothing will ever be done prejudicial to .
his interest or that of his family in consequence of anything he may say
on this occasion 7—1I believe I am quite at liberty to say so. I believe I
am perfectly at liberty to say 2o, and from the first I eould have said so.

ANGUS STEWART-—examination resumed,

29, The Chairman.—You have absolute security, on the word of Mr Angna

Macdonald, that nothing will be done to your prejudice or that of your Stewart
family in comsequence of what you state to-day?—I want to say a few
words in English. It seems that Mr Macdonzld cobjects fo my evidence
because I am voly o erofter’s son, DMy great grandfather was in Dein.
choran, 1 do not say be was born there; but my grandfather was
born in Beinn-a-chorrain, and lived in Beinn-a-chorrain eighty-six years.
He died there. My mother was born there, and is living there yet, at the
azs of eighty-four, 1 am forty years of age, and am living in Beinn-a-
chorrain. T am married, and have a family. T have been paying rent in
Beinn-g-chorrain to Lord Macdonald for fifteen or sixteen years, and I
think T have the right to bear evidence to-day.

23. You have been elected & delsgate by the people of the place, and
that is quite sufficient for us. Thevefore, will you state now what are the
grievances and hardships of which the people complain —The principal
thing that we bave to complain of is our poverty and what has caused our
poverty. The smallness of our heldings and the inferior quality of the
land is what has caused our poverty; and the way in which the poor
crofters are huddled together, and the best part of the land devoted to deer
forests and big farms. 1f we had plenty of land there would be no poverty
in our country. We are willing and able to work it,

24, I wish you first to finish the list of your grievances and hardships
You are now suggesting remedies, but I am asking you to state your
grievances and hardships ¥—The principal hardship I see is that the
people canuot take a crop out of the ground. The ground does not yield .
crops to them.

25, Having stated the hardships and grievances of which you complain,

I wish you now to state what, in your opinion, and in the opinion of those
whom you represent, are the proper remedies I—What would remedy the
people's grievances throughout the island of Skyeis to give them plenty
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of land, as there is plenty of it, and they are willing to work it, I have
to complain also of the rent that is charged us. The rent is heavy.

26, That belongs to the grievances. Among the grievances you say
the rent is too heavy ?—Thirty-two years ago drainage morey was laid
upoen us, and though in sixteen years both prineipal and interest was
supposed to have been paid up, we are still paying the drainage money,
and it is our beivg deprived of the hill pasture of Benlee which has thrown
us back so much the past number of years. Thougl the hill of Benlee was
taken from us, not only was there no abatement made in our rents, but the
rent was increased to some exteut ; and in evidence that the hill was part
of our original holdings, up to sixteen or seventeen years ago we were
receiving £3 of mouney rent from the landlord as consideration for
accommodation which we were making on the hill to Lord Macdonald’s
gamekeepers. I remember the factor clearing a township and devoting
the township’s land to the purposes of the deer forest,——clearing them ont
of their houses and settling them down among the Braes,~—from Tor:nichaig,
Sconser. He settled a widow and her family dewn on my father’s lot with
the intention thet my father would share with ler the peats and the kalf
of the croft, and that without my father having been duly wa ned, and
without his being in arrears of rent. When he went tu the factor to
complain of this proceeding the factor told him that if he would uot give
her room he would not have a sod on Lord Macdonald’s property by the
term.

27. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who was the factor —Mr Ballingall,

28. Mr Cameron.—What year was that 1—1It is thirty-one years since
this township was cleared for the purposes of the deer forest.

29. Mr Fraser-Muackintosh.—Wasg Lord Macdonald under trust at
that time #—1I cannot say, but I believe he was. When ke eonld not force
this widow and her family upon my father thers was a poor weakly man
in our township who was put out of his holding for her with his family.
He was pat out of his helding for this woman, and the woman was installed
in his place. The poor man, with his weak family, was evicted, and he
got the stance of a house outside the enclosure of the township,

30. The Chairmar.—We want, at this stage, rather a statement in
general terms of the nature of your hardships aud grievances, and we would
come to particalar cases by asking questions afterwards. [ am anxious
that you should state, in geuneral terms, any grievance, and then any
remedies you recommend +—T¢ is a great hardship that all our earnings at
the fishing we have to put into meal for the support of our families, and
that altogether becanse we have not land which will yield a crop, but land
which hag bsen cropped continuously for the past thirty years, within my
own memory—continually cropping the same land—and as to the seed
that we put into the ground, we cannot get back out of the ground two-
thirds of what we put into it.

31. 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie—You do not get the seed back t—We
do not get the seed back. Ve dou't get more than two-thirds of the
seed we put into the ground. I do not mean that that is so every
year. Some years will be hetter than that Last year we had no
one-third of what we put into the ground, and the year befors we only
had oune and a half bushel over and above what we actually put into
the ground.

32, The Chairman,—But we rather waut a statement at present in
general terms.  You have stated in general terms that your great griev-
ances are confined to old land which has been exhausted, and which no
longer produces a crop.  Can you suggest, in general terms, any measure
which the landlord or other parties could take in order to improve your
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situation t—It is easy to answer that., Give us Jand cut of the plenty of
land that is-about for cultivation.

33, Can you suggest no other remedy 3—That is the principal remedy
that 1 see. Give us land at a suitable rest—at a rent within our power
to pay.

34, Ar Cameron.—Where does the land lie of which you say there is
plenty suitable fur cultivation %—There are thirty tacks in the Isle of
Skye, and there are many of these capable of supporting bundreds of
families in comfort.

35. But what land is there that would be suitable for the erofters in
this neighbourhood +—Tle suitable land surrounds us on every hand—
Seorrybreck, Glenvarigil, Sconser, Corrie, Broadford, and all the way
down to the point of Sleat. The whole of that land is suitable land for
cultivation.

36, Then, in point of fact, you wish that the people, who are too many
here for the Jand in the immediate vicinity, should be migrated to other
lands at some distance which are occupied by large farmers who hold larze
quantities of land 7—Yes ; unless we ean get that, poverty will not be got
out of the Isle of Skye for ever; we will always need a Joseph in the
south country to send us szed unless we get an extensivn of our holdings
in that way.

37. How far would tlhe people be willing to migrate from the point
where they now live?—I have uot the mind of the peuvple sufficiently to
say how far the people would wisk to migrate for that purpose.

38. Would they mind bow far it was so long as they got good land to
cultivate +—1I, at any rate, would go any distance to get good land, and
I think my neighbours would be of like mind.

22. How do you propoze that bouses should be Lailt for all thess
people who would migrate +—1If the landlord would not build houses for
us the Government might assist the peopla. If we got the land for our-
selves we would build the houses.

40. Do you think the land would fetch as much rent if the crofters
were removed from where they are so thickly congregated tugsther to one
of these large sheep farms? If they left the land and went to some of
those large sheep farms would they give as much rent as the landlord now
derives from the sheep farmer VI am very sure that if the people get the
land just now iv large farms given Lack to them at the old rent which
they were paying when it was taken from them, they would pay it.

41. Do you know what the difference is between the old rent which
they were paying and the rent now, taking the average %—I make out that
there is a great difference within my recollection, because I see every time
a new tenant comes to these big farms he always gives a rise of rent,

42, What other means would be necessary in order to carry out your
acheme, besides that of building the houases 3—1 think it would be advis-
able they should get the essistznce of Government to stock the land, i
they could get it.

43, What do you caleulate would be required by each crofter to stock
his share of the land *—I think the crofter would be very well off who
would have enough cultivated land to sapport his family in comfort, and
that he should get as much money as would enmable him to put between
fifty and a hundred sheep on the ground.

44, And how many eows I—Four or five cows would do much good.

45. Would not a goed deal of fencing be required to divide among a
number of crofters what is now held by one man i—The erectivn of march
dykes would not be very expensive as we now use them,—having a
common outrun outside the cultivated ground.
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46, But the cultivated ground would require to be fenced?—
Yes.

47. Would not draining or trenching be required I—That would be
required for the ground we would get.

48. Aud yon thiuk that all that—that is to say, the building of the
houses and any fencing and draining, and the providing of stock—should
be done by Government }—T think that the small tenants would be much
better in every way immedintely under Governwent,

49, But that does not meet my point. I want to know if you proposs
that the capital required to start those small tenants should Le provided
by Qovernment. In the first place, how many crufters whom you are
acquainted with would have suificient capital of themselves to do these
improvements and start themselves —1 do not believe there are any whe
would be able to do that.

50. Then you propose that should be done by Government +—Ves,

51. To go to anather branch of the questicn. You said that the
people were very much huddled together ; do you allude to this particular
district or to the whole of Skye when you say that T—It is the townships
of Skye generally that I allude to,

52, In your own particulsr district are they rather less huddled together
or more huddled together 2—1 think that in other parts in Skye they are
as closely huddled together as in the Braes.

53. Do you know if some ofsthem are worse 1—I cannot say, but they
are worse in some parts than in the Braes.

54, Sheriff Vicolson.—What is the acreage of your croft —T cannaot
tell the exact acreage of my father’s croft, but [ can say there is not one
acre of it worth cultivating or worth putting seed into. .

55, What kind of land is it %—TIlocky, mossy land, where [ might catch
& deer, it is 50 bozgy ; and other parts of it are as hard as adamant.

56, What rent de you pay for it —£5, 9s.

§7. How long has that been the rent?——I[t has been the rent since the
driinage money was laid on, bat it was not so dear before that. I am
not speaking about the rent of Beanlee. I am mot including the rent of
Benlee in that.

58 What is your father's share of the rent of Benlee 3—I think it ia
ebout £2. )

59. Before that hill was given tothe Braes people, what was the stock
your father was able to keep 3—Some years more, some years less,

60, How many cows generally +—Four cows oftenest.

61. How many sheep I—Nine or ten sheep on the hill.

62. How many stirks would there be *—Some years thers would be a
stirk, and other years there would be none, and some years we might have
two stirks.

63. How did you do for feeding them in winter?—We were giving
them fudder that was growu on the land, for there was no seed on it.  We
had to keep the secd to sow the ground. [ have not tasted Highland-made
meal for the past four years.

64, Do yonu know what was the number of tenants in the Draes in
those three townships in your grandfather’s timet—In my grandfather’s
time there wera tive tenants in Beinp-a-chorrain.

65. How many are there now —Twenty-six or twenty-seven.

66, Were they brought there from other places 3—Part of them were
cleared off the present deer furest, and then there was an increase of the
township.

67. When the land was subdivided among thess new crofters, who
bailt the houses —The poor erofters themselves.
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65, Did they get any assistance in building them *—May the Lord
look upon you ! T have seen myself compelled to go to the deer forest to
stcal thatch—to steal the wherewith to thatch our heuses. If we had
not done so we should bave had none; and [ went in the daytime for
this purpose, and was caught by the gamekeeper, and T had to give
him part of what I had—part for the purpose of thatching his own
house,

69. Where was this?—In Sconser. 1T had to go across the ferry to
Beonser for the thatch.

70. When a new hoase is built on a new lot given to anybody like
these people that came among you, does the landlord give any assistance
in building the house. Does he give wood or lime or anything 7—XNo, no
assistance. He would refuse us timber even should we go for it. I have
secn us refused. It is from Raasay that we get our timber and the where-
with to make the creels for ws to carry the manure for culilvation to our
ground, and the crooked spade for tilling the land. We have to get it all
from Raasay.

71. But the question is about new comers?—Sometimes they might
get timber to buy from the landlord.

72, When bave they been getting that wood from Ruseay which

7
you mection T—To the present day, during wmy recollection.
73. Were they paying for it '—Paying for some of it, and for some
of it uot. It is very Jittle they were paying of it.
74. Do you know anything of your own knowledge of the possession
.of the hill of Benlee by the peuple before it was taken from them +—Yeq,
o

75. Was it not common to every person—to all thuse who put cattle
wpon it +—No, there was a bit of it at the back of the hill thut wascommeon
to other townships than our township.

76. Was that near the Sligachan river —No; on the Glenvarigil river.
It was suitable for the purposes of tie Sligachan merket which wes bheld
there.

77. Did people that cams to the market from a distance put their
eatlz apon it —Yes, every one that came from the Long Island.

78, Were they charged for putting their cattle upon it —Neg, all using
th.t bit of Benlee for the purpnses of the market got the use of it free.

79. Was there any tax sometimes taken from strangers who were
putting there cattle there —Not to my recollection.

80. What part of the hill was given to Lord Macdenald’s gamekeeper?
Tt was at the head of Loch Sligachen, about a quarter of a mile on
this side of the hotel.

81. Are most of your people engaged in fishing I—Most of them.

82. Is there any fishing here off the coast 1—A little.

83. What kind =—All sorts of fish; but some sorts we are not allowed
4ill,

84. That is salmon?—Yes.

5. Are there cod and ling +—There are cod and ling to he got.

86. Do any of them fish it regularly +—Not regularly. We principally
§..; [or herring regularly.

87. Hasevery crofter a boat t—Most of them have a bnat each. There
arc a gond number of them without boats, They are so poor that they
e 10t get hoats.

88. Did any of their boats get destroyed in the storm the year before
las:—Very few in the Braes were destroyed by that storm.

89, Have you full permission to cut tne sea-ware on the shorest—We
b1ve sea-ware on our shores,—the shores of our own particular towachips ;
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but Balmeanach and Gedentailler have to go to Raasay for sea-ware ; they
have not got enongh themselves,

50. Anddo they pay forit at Raasay %I do not believe they pay for
it in Raasay; the landlord is so good to them.

91. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—There was a dispute about the hill of
Benlee, between the peopls and the landlord, was there not *—There was ;
but it was a small dispute, as it is now settled, in a sense.

92. Then, are they satisfied or are they not satisfied 1—-They are not
gatisfied.

93. Would you be kind encugh to tell us in what the dissatisfaction
consists, and what is your remedy?—They complain that for the hill
which was part of their holdings in time past, they have now to pay
£74, 135, The hill they had seventeen or eighteen years ago Is part of
their holdings they are now made to pay £74, 13s. for, and they complain
of that.

94, Do they complain of the amount, or do they think they should
have it altogether 2—They complain that the sum is too large,

95. Then their only complaint now is about Benlee ! —That is their
eomplaint concerning Benlee, that they are charged too much rent for
it; and I will now tell you two reasons why they offered rent at all for
the hill. In the first place there was blood shed about it, and they
were sorely threatened by the law of the lund, and they offered a rent for
the hill fur peace’s sake which they were not able, to pay and there was a
gentleman who put a thousand pounds aside in order to make peace
between Lord Maedonald and the crofters, and the most of the people were
of opinion that this thousand pounds would be assigned for the purpose
of stocking the hill when they got it, but that expectation failed.

96. With reference to a question which was put by Lochiel in regard
to the moving of the people to other places, you said that so far as you
were concerned you were willing to go to any part provided you got good
land at a moderate rent, and that you believed most other men would do
the same ?—Yes.

97. Do you limit that to ths island of Skye t—1It is other parts of the
island of Skye that I mean, but it iz better that we should even emigrate
abroad than be starving &s we are, but we would rather be in cur native
place,

98. You say that you expect the Government to help the crofters to
build houses and help them with stock, and that you waat Government,
in effect, to be the landlord. I want to know whether they intend to
pay the same as is in the habit of being paid for drainage, for what-
ever money the Government would advance 7—Yes ; it is not money for
nothing that we are wanting at all.

99. By this process of getting the lund here, you expeet your position
would be very much benefited as compared with what it is now, and that
you would be very much better able to pay the rent t—I am sure of it.

100. In regurd to the fishing, I understand that you and the people
are more crofters than fishers 7—WWe think the crofting better than the
fishiug.

101. Ts there any part of the east coast of Skye with whick you are
counected which would be benefited by a pier or quay where boats
could run in and out in stormy weather #—Yes; our small townships are
mostly in need of such.

No, no made place.

103 Would it be expensu'e to make quays for the purpose of shelter-
ing your boats where you could get in in ordinary and even in severe
weather 1—No, not at our place at any rate.
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104. Would you be disposed, if you had good accommodation, to pay
asmall toll or a small rent for the use of it,—a few shillings a year, or what-
ever it might be t—We did not think about that, and I cannot say much
about it, but 1 believe the crofters would be willing to pay a small sum,

105, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—I wish to ask you first with rezard to
choosing witnesses. Did the crofters of the three townships gather
together and elect you +—Yes; and, besides that, I declined to go, not
because I would not tell the truth, but I was afraid that in eonsequence
of the evidonce I would give here the landlord mizht revenge himself
apon me.

106. And you were one of the four people who were chosen by the
first guthering I believe T am one of the four who were first chosen, but
I was unot present.

197. Who told you you were chusen &—My father told me. He was
present ; and my neighbours told me.

168, I sappose the people of the Braes have talked over this question
of the want of land among themselvest—Yes, Every day, in my recol-
lection, they have been talking about it.

109. You said you thought it would be better that they shonld be
under Government. - What do you mean, or what do the people of the
Braes understand, by ‘being under Government’?—That the people, if
they were under Government, would not be shuffled here and there, as
they are now, and that they would not be buddied on the top of each
other,

110. Do you mean that the present landlords ought to be replaced by
the Government +—What I mean is that the lard laws should be altered,

111. Do you mean that the proprietors should be replaced by the
Government +—Yes, that is what I mean. The queen should be the land-
lord. '

112. Do you wish the queen to take possession of the whole country,
or only the part of the land where the erofters are = What I mean is that
good landlords should Le put on the land, and that the people should have
the land given to them.

113. With regard to Benlee, if you had sufficient stock eould you pay

the same rent as anybody else was able to pay for it 2—I do not know,
but I thick we could if the whele were stocked and a likely rent laid on it

114. At the rent at which It pays one man to take it, would you be
able to make profit ont of it, if you had stock *—1I do not know ; I cannot
say. -
Y 115. You speak of a continuous cropping for thirty years; is it from
the scarcity of Jand that they crop the same land over and over again%—
Yes ; the reason iz that we have not land sufficient. We cannot leave any
part of our cultivated land out, we have too little of it

116. Dor’t you think, if you left part of it out, and introduced a better
gystem of cultivation, you would get more crop from the half of the
acrezge than you do now from the whole -—What would we cultivate if
we were to leave half of it out; it would not be worth our while to eulti-
vate it. VWhat would feed the cattle for us if we were to leave half of it
ont of cultivation.

117. You say that part of your land is bog land ; have you tried to
drain it 1 have $ried to drain it till my heart is nearly broken with if.

118. Do the crofters give eorn end fodder to the cattle, or cnly
fodder? Do you thresh it *—Yes, we thresh the corn.

119. The whole of it+—TYes, we thresh the whole of it. 'We may give
an occasional sheaf to a beast unthreshed. I forgot something about the
Benlee stock. 1 have to say that Mr Mackay, the former tenant, stated
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in my own presence and that of my neighbours, that Bealee never put ¢
coat on his back, and how could we expect to make profit out of it.

120. With regard to building houses, you say that if you got the land
for yourselves you would baild houses on it.  "'What do you mean by get-
ting land for yourselves? Do you mean at a rent, or free ?—I mean if we
get the land free,—if we could get the land in property, and the Govern-
ment to assist us to buy it.

121, Thke Choirman.—You alluded to drainage money which had been
expended many years ago. Was that drainage beneficial to the land at that
time +—It was beneficial.

122. Ts the land which was then drained still better than it was before
it was drained 1 —We now cultivate under the level of these old drains, for
the land has wasted away, and the drains have come to the surface,

123. Then the land is now no better, in consequence of being drained ¥
—No, the land that was then drained is even worse now than it was
then.

124. How long is it since the pasture of Benlee was restored to the
Braes people 7—Last winter.

125. How much have they agreed to pay for Benlee 2 —£74, 15s.

126. How much did the fariner formerly agree to pay?—-I think it
was S128.

127, How much stock has been placed upen Benlee by the crofters +—
Kot a head, T think, but a few head which the people have been allowed
to graze on it

128, The people have not been able to stock it at all *—Some of them
may have put more or less stock on the hill, but the most of them have
not been able to stock it.

129. Have they any prospect of being able to stock it +—Unless they
get help, outside, in some other way I do not know how they can do it.

130, Sir Henneth Mackenzie—I1 want to konow if sny people from
Turmichatg, or their descendants, are now living in the Draes 7—1I think
some of them are present here to-day.

131, Are any of them to be examined hefore us-—I am not sure.

132. Since the Tormichaig people were put there, have any other

“people been hrought into the Braes at a later date?--Yes, there was a

srmal' tovwoship opposite Portree, the inhabitants of which were taken to
the Braes,

133 Have not the townships got the land there still +—No,

134, Who has that land —It is added to Benefiler. The Braes people
bhave not got 1t, but the Benefiler people have it. The crofters of the
township which was cleared—that is, Seor—were put in among the
crofters of the Braes.

135, What was the name of the townships of the Braes that you were
gpeaking of +—Balmeanach and Achnabannait.

136. The Chairman.—Within your recollection, about how many
families do you think have been brought from other places to crowd in
upon the ground of the Braes?—I koow two families who were taken
from Scor and were placed in Balmeanaeh, and a croft was taken from
the tenants, and given to one of these families.

137. But T want to know first of all how many families from all
quarters have been brought in and put there 7T cannot tell that,

138. Dv you desire to make any other statement to the Commissioners
before you retire t—1 think I will let the other delegates speak now,
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SavuzrL NicoLsoN, Crofter, Balmeanach—examined.

139. The Charrman.—DBefore I tfake the examination of Samuel
Nicolson, I understand it is the desire of Mr Macdonald to say something
further.

[Mr Macdonald.—1 wish to say, in case of any misapprehension, that
witnesses have the very fullest opportunity of saying whatever they choose,
true or false,—I leave it to themselves,-—without any fear of anything
whatever from anybody. T was rather taken aback at first, and was not
prepared at the instant, or else I would have sald that, but new I say it
fully.

Witrness,—I understand what is said.)

140. The Chatrman.—Have you been present during the examination
of Angus Stewart ——VYes.

141, Did you hear and understand everything that passed 1—I heard
and vnderstood everything that was said.

142. Will you be so good as to make any statement on your own part
corroborative or otherwise of what you have heard from Augus Stewart?
—He was quite right in all he said.

143. Have you anything additional to state 7—I would say somewbhat
differently from what hesaid in some things. As he said, we were very
much crowded by other people being placed in our township—strangers,—
and we were also in trouble through our holdings being made smaller and
the rents increased. We have particular cause for speaking in our own
in‘erest as regards the hill of Benlee which was taken from us. I can
point out to the present day the sheilings which the women had in my
grandfather’s time on the hill, and we were louking upon it that we had
full right of the grazing on Benlee. TFifty-four years ago the then {factor
sent a ground officer from Sleat all the way to make up the summing of
the hill for us, and that officer is still living, and it is he who told me about
it. We were also much humpered by families from vther towaships being
crowded in among us, and part of our land taken from us for their
accommodation, without reduction of rent.

144. Can you state, within your own memeory, within the last thirty
or forty years, about how many families have been brought in from
different places around and crowded in upon the soil of the Braes +—1I am
free to say that there are tweuty such families at any rate.

145. Within the last thirty or forty years +—Yes, within my own
meiory—that is within the last thirty or forty years.

146. When the families are brought in and the land is divided, is
there n fair reduction of rent made to the parties from whom the land is
taken to be given to the new comers?—Not a penny of reduction in
the township in which T live. There was no reductien,

147. What rent then do the new fumilies pay? Are they charged
rent?—Yes,

148 Do they pay the rent to the proprietor or to the old crofter?—
To the landlord.

149. We have heard of the formation of a deer forest from the last
‘witness; how long is it since the deer forest was formed +—Thirty or
thirty-one years ago.

15G. When the deer forest was formed, were there any inhabitants
broucht from that ground and put upen the ground of the Braes +—There
were some of them who got no land and others went abroad.

151. Did any come to the Bracs?—Yes.

152, Tuv make the deer forest, was any pasture tuken away from
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the Draes people or any other crofters’—T understand that grazing was
taken from the tenants of Sconser fur the purpose of the deer forest, but
not from the tenants of the Braes,

153, Mr Cameron.—You say that the holdings were made smaller,
and that the reats wers increased ; when was that 7—It is seventeen years
since the township in which 1 live was made smaller.

154. Do you mean that the common grazing was taken away 1—The
arable land,

155. Was the rent increased npon the remainder *—The rent was not
increased on the township in which I live, but the bill was taken from us
and that lut of arable land.

156. Did the rent remain the same after the arable land was taken
away and also the hill#—Yes, the rent remained the same,

137. Who got the arable land#—Oue of the temants who was taken
from Scor.

158. What do you mean by one—One family.

159. Do you speak of the hill as regards your township or as regards
vour partienlar farm?—1It was of our own particular township that I
epeak,

160, Thken there was only one family that camel—From Scor, and
another stranger came, but he was instated in another man's place in our
township.

161. How many crofts are there in your township I—Twenty-four.

162. Then, before this time that you are talking of, there were
twenty-three 1—1 believe it was about that.

163, And only one family came, and the holdings of the other crofters
were reduced by the extent of onetwenty fourth +—VYes ; that is so.

164. And the rents remained the same?—The rent remained the
same,

165. Apd one more family was added to the twenty-three?—Yes,
There were nine whole lots in our township, and the ninth was taken
from us, and that lot was held by the township as vacaut ground befure
the family from Scor got it.

160. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—As pasture ground +—They were taking
in that lot every third year. It was fallow ground, and was yielding, I
believe, crop of the value of £16,

167. afr Cameron.—Iow many acres of arable ground did this new
family get which they occupied and tilled and worked +—1 am not sure
whether it is three and a half or four acrves that is in our lots, That parti-
cular Jot was the same size as the others,

168. So there were twenty-thres crofters who had the same sized lots ? -
—Yes.

169. And this one family came and took away the lot +— Yes.

170. With the right of grazing vn the hill L—That particular lot had
no right to the hill grazing.

171, They did net get any hill grazing —2No, they got no hill graz-
ing; they simply got the arable land.

172. Bo that the other tweuty-three crofters had their lots as they had
them before, and the whole of the hill grazingl—Yes. There were
thirteen lots cut out, but these were occupied by eight families at first.
Then they increased till there were two families on each lst.

173. But eventually they came to twenty-three —Yes, they eventually
came to twenty-three families.

174, Of the twerty families who were brought in, when was the last
brought in 7—1I mean there twenty families taken into the three towasbips,
not into my particular township.
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175. T am aware of that, but they were not taken in at the same time? SKYE.
—No. : —

176. Then, in what year was the last of these families taken inl—  DRAES.
Fifteen or sixteen years ago. Samuel

177. Where did all these twenty families come from ™—Two of them Nicolsen.
came from Seor to the township in which I am. Another came from
Tormichaig. Others of the Tormichaig tenants were pleced in Beinn-
a-chorrain, the township which is next to mine. I connct be very
sure altogether from what townships the remainder of these twenty
families came, but I believe some of them came from as far away as
Nairn,

178, You have accounted for three ; do you konow of any moret—
Five of the Tormichaig tenants were placed in the two townships.

179. Do you know why these people were shifted from Tormichaig
to this township4—The principal reason I am aware of was that at the
time of the Disruption the factor was very mueh against the Free Church,
and some of the [amilies were removed because of sheltering elders of the
Free Church.

120. In Tormichaig™—Tormichaig and Kenchreggan, which is a
township near Tormichaig.

181. From the pointof view of these five families, were they better off
in Tormichaig or better off where they came to?—They themselves
were saying that they were very much better off where they came from,
and they were very much lamenting their removal. As to thoss who were
removed from Tormichaig I do not know, but they were removed fora
deer forest.

182, Is Tormichaig in the ncighbourhood of a deer forest +—Yea,

183. Had they any grazing which is now a deer forest?—Yes. The
township of Tormichaig had their grazings in what is now part of the
deer forest as well as the arable land of Turmichaig.

184. So you think they were removed partly for sheltering the elders
and partly to make a deer forest #—That is the best opinion I can give,

185, Professor Muckinnon.—You stated that there are twenty-three
fauilies in your township, and that there were originally only eight lots,
Hus each of the twenty-three a lot now? Does each of the twenty-three
pay remt now to the proprietor 7—Yes, each of these twenty-three families
is paying rent to the landlord besides cottars.

186. Are there twenty-three crofters and cottars hesides without auy
land at all #—The twenty-three include the cottars as well as the crofters.

187. Are they all paying the same rent +—DNo, they are not paying the
same rent.

188, The crofters —The crofters pay much about the same rent.

189. Then, of the twenty-three, how many are crofters and how many
cottars =—Two or three are eottars ; but each family does not pay the same
rent.

190, What is the highest rent that is paid by any one crofter +—The
lot in which I lived was paying £10, 5s. before the rent of Benlee was puf
on ; but there are two or three families on the lot. I myself pay £3, 3s.

191, Sheriff Nicolson.—How much for Benlee }—Thirty-two shillings
and a few pence.

192, Professor Mackinnon.—You say the croft is divided into two.
If it were a £10 croft would you think that a good sized eroft —When
the township had one family on each croft and the whole pasture besides
they were making 2 living,

193, What is the stock of a double croft 7 What stock is it allowed
to keep —Four or five cows.

*
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194. For the whole £10%—Yes, but they got leave from the then
factor to keep six cows.

195. Sheriff Nicolson. —Before Denlee was taken from them ! Belore
Benlee was taken from ua.

196, Professor Mackinnon.—And the number of sheep T—To the best
of my recollection eighteen sheep.

197. That is without the hill Ve could kesp thirty-six sheep on each
lot, when we had the hill.

198, Six cows and thirty-six sheep. Do you consider that size of
croft o snitable size, or would you prefer it to be bigzer 1—1I would prefer
a bigger croft if I could get it.

199, What would you consider a suitable size of croft in this place 3—
I think that one crofter shonld make a living out of eight aeres of ground
with grazing,

200. Grazing for bow many cattle, and how many sheep and horses?
~— Four or five cows, forty or fifty sheep, and cne horse.

301. Is there any horse kept in the place +—We are allowed to keep a
borse.

202. But has each crofter a horse I—No, each crofter has not a horse.

203, Then, suppnsing you had that croft you speak of, eapable of
maintaining four or five cows, & horse, and fifty sheep, could you see your
way to stock it +—Not now; I could pot stock such a croft now.

2(4. Are there many in the place who, you think, could do so 1 do
not think there are many who could stock it.

205. As rents are going in the place just sow, what do you think
should be the rent of such a croft 7—In my opinion £5 or £6 would be
quite encuch. '

306. That i3 to say the rents at present are too high?-The rents at
present are too high,

207. Dut though you consider them too high, what would be the rent
of such a ecroft as rents are going just now 1—1I cannot say, as I have no
exporience,

208. Do you think the rents are too high just now, on this estatef—
Yes, T consider the rents are teo high on this estate,

209. And you think a rent of £3 or £6 for such a croft would be
reasouable #—1 do not think that the rent which I named would be dear
for such a lot.

210. Do you think it would be cheap +—1I think a man could msake a
good liring out of it.

1. Ur Fraser-Mackintosh.—I think you said you were something
of a fisherman. Do you think it would benefit you considerally to have
some quays where boats could run inte #—1I believe in my own townshipa
great deal of money is lost through the want of 2 quay. They have to go
elsewhere with their fish to sell them, though it is cousidered that is the -
best place for disposing of their fish to the fish-curers,

312. Conld such quays be erected at a moderate expense?—I do not
think there is a place thereabouts where a quay cuuld be easier constructed
than in my own township of Balmeanach,

213. Would you be willing to pay a reasonable rent for the accom-
modation of suzh a quay #—Yes, as I see is being paid for accommodation
at other quays.

214, Is the fishing here a mo -2t degres of fishing all over the year,
or is it at certain periods of the year that there is fishing opposite
Balmeanach +—There is fishing te be got for the most part during
E‘h% _whole year, except & month or two in the spring time—herring
ashing.
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215. They would not have to go very far away from the shore, T pre-
sume ?—No, they would not have to go far from the shore,

216. And of course no distance from their own dwellings +—No dis-
tance from their own dwellings.

217. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Would & quay of itself be an advantage
elthongh no curer established himself at Balmeanach +—We need the quay
principally for the purposes of the fishing. We could do without the quay
go far as our other purposes are concerned.

218, And if no curer were there it would be of little advantage ?—
There is no year in which a curer does not come—Ffour of them,

219. Where to !—To our township of Balmeanach.

220, Can your boats land in all weathers I—We caunot draw our boats
up in all weathers.

221, Sheryff Niecolson.—Are there often such days?—Every second
week almost we cannot draw up our boats.

222, What sort of land have you in Balmeanach 7—Bad land.

223, What kind +—The half of it consists of a depth of two inches of
soil on rocks.

224. How long does your crop of potatoes generally last you 3—MN,
whole erop of potatoes and corn will not sustain my family for one-third
part of the year.

225. Was the potato crop a failure last year 7—Yes, the potato crop
was a failure last season.

226. Have you got any assistance here 1—Yes, we got some assistanee,

227, Are you satisfied with the mode in which it was distributed 3—
I think so; I think we are satisfied with the way in which it was
divided,

228. Is there any rich person in the Braes %—I am not aware of any.

229. Do you know of any who has money in the bank 3—Yes, 1 kuow
a few ; I know some who have a little money in the bank.

230, The Chairman.—You stated that the crofé belonging to your
family was divided. Why was it divided t—The father of my predecessor
in the lot gave the half of it tu his son by order of the factor.

231. Was it divided against the wish of the family or by the wish of
the family?—It was with the wish of the family that the croft was
divided.

232. During your ocgupancy bas your rent been increased !—XNuv, it
has not increased.

. 233. What do you sell off the croft to get money? Do you sell a
stirk or & lamb, or what %—Some years I sell one stirk and perhaps two
sheep, and some years I am not able to sell anything at all

234, Has the value of the stock or animals you sell increased or
decreased during your occupancy !—7The price of stock rose about tie
time I got the lot, or shortly before I got it

235. Are the prices now, in the present year, higher than they were at
the time you got the lot —>3uch about the same.

236 Do you sgell any butter —Never.

237 Or anything else off the croft —XNothing, T am not zble to s=f}
any of the produece of the croft other than the stock, but I am under ihe
necessity always of buying. I have spent £18 this year upon meal alone,

238. Are the prices of commodities necessary for your family dearer
now than at the time when you entered into possession of your croft }—
Yes,

939. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How many bolls of meal have you got
for your family with the £18 %—Abont eighteen bolls.

340. Was that consumed by your own family +—Food for the family.
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941, What is the size of your family I—There are nine of us in the
family.

212. The Chairman—Do you desire to make any cther remark or
give any further information to the Commissioners before yon retire +—
1 do not know that I have anything more to say.

Nrem MacpaersoN, Crofter and Fisherman, Gedentailler—ezamined.

243. The Chairman.—Have you been in the room during the examina-
tisn of the other delegates —Yes.

244, Have you heard and understoed what they said 1—Yes.

245, Do you agree with them —1T fully agree with all that they said.

246, Is there anything you wish to add to their statement?—1I have
to say that during all my recollection we got no work from the landlord,

247. How long have you been a crofter I—Upwards of twenty years,

248, The croft has been in your possession about twenty years T—Yes.

249. What is the rent you pay +—£3, 13s. for half a lot.

250, What more have you to say in addition to your complaint about
not getting work from the landlord 7—To get land, as much as we could
make use of. That would do us and our families good. The land which
we have got is too shallow. In some places it is not more than one inch
in depth, and other parts of it are so rocky that it cannot be called land
We can make no use whatever of it, and we are paying rent for it all the
same,

251. Is there any land immediately near your township which would
be useful to the crofters if it were given to them %—Yes, there is such
land. There is plenty of land on the farm of Scorrybreck, plenty of land
at Tormichaig, plenty at Moll, plenty at Kingsbargh and Skeinish, and
Glenvarigil and Corrie.  There 13 plenty of land fur every erofter on the
estate if they got it,

252. If the land were offered by the landlord to the crofters, would the
crofters, in your opinion, be willing and able to take it and make use of
it 7—We could not stock it at the present time, we are so poor, We have
heen obliged to spend cur all for foed, and we in our township especially
are poor because of our having been deprived of the hill pasture, and
havieg no land upon which we could live, and what land we had dear.
In some parts when I put down the seed I am oblized to take earth with
the spade from other parts to cover the seed.

953, Sherdff Nicolson.—Potato seed 7—Potato seed, and ocats as well.
Even should the landlord order us to put more stock upon cur land, what
could we do with them? We could nut feed them, unless we would put
the oue inside the other. ¥When we have to buy food for our families and
food for our stock, how could we stand to it, and the stock few? Our
holdings on the land were serving no other purpose to us than affording us
a home to which we could resort from our fishing,—fishing at Kinsale
and the east coast,—where we were earning the wherewith to pay the
landlord and feed our families. Some years our fishing woull succeed
with us, and other years it would not, and what caused the rents to be so
very kigh in this part of the land was that it was so close to the sea—sea
that was open to all the people in England, Ireland, and Scotland as well
&s us,—and then, oftenest, it was people from those countries who were
making better use of the fishings than we were. They would have more
fishing material than we had. It was their trade. The little bits of land
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that we had were spoiling us for fishing. We had te give our time at
home to eultivating the land,—1land out of which we were taking no good.
I see the whole district around us in the same circumstances in which we
are, and that they all have their cause of complaint according to their
sircumstances, beeause they have been crowded upon each other, and have
no elbow room, The same land that iz being tilled by us has been in
cultivation, from year to year, since the time of cur grest-grandfathers.
My grandfather was ninety-five, my father eighty-four, and 1 myself have
been fifty years here. 1 remember seelug my grandfather, and I have
beard him say that the land which we are now cultivating had been culti-
vated in his time and before his time.

254. The Chairman.—-You have stated that the people here are
inferior to the east country people as fishers. Can you suggest anything
which the Government could do to imprcve the fishing in this country ¥—
If we could get assistance from Government to get as good beats as other
places have, The fishing will not be about our coasts at all times.

255. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You mean that at certain times, when
there was ne fishing here, you would go away to the Irish coast and other
places }—Yes, some of them could do that. If they had better boats and
better fisking material they could go elsewlere when the fishing at hone
failed them,

256. Supposing they had good boats just now they would be in danger
of being wrecked, as they have no place to draw them up %—That would
be the case. They would be in danger of being broken. There are some
townships about where the boats could be drawn up with safety.

257. The Chairman.—Have you anything more to say before you
go 1T have nothing more to say. If we had the land at a fair rent; and
besides that I think the land has been sufficiently paid for already—paying
reut since the time of our forefathers.

2568. Mr Cameron.—Do any of your neighbours go away to the main-
land of Secotland to get work —Plenty of them go to the south coantry
to work, It is by their work in the south country that they are making
a living.

259, Do they go as much now as they used to go & few years ago¥—
Thkey are now going more to the south than they used to dein days gone by,

260, What is their favourite place to go to —Anywhere in which they
bear that work is going on. A man who follows the sea, wherever he
hears seamen are in demand, goes there, and the man who is up to land
work goes wherever he hears there are wages to be earned in that way.

261. Then how many months will he spend away in the year —When
we go to the east const fishing we stay away for two months.

262. T am not talking of the fishing, I am talking of those who take to
land work ! —Some of them leave the country about this time of the year
and will be away until about Martinmas, and others of them stay away
till the next spring season comes.

263. They stay away the whole year#—7Yes.

264. Do many of your uneighbours go away in that way for a whole
year F—Yes, some of them. I myself have been in the habit of being away
2 whole year, ever since 1 have been able to work.

265. Then how do you come to be here now?—I mean, after my
spring work is done. I am away from home the whole year except the
spring time.  Last year I stayed at home expecting there would be fishing
abont, but there was ro fishing,

266. Shertff Nicolson.—1 believe there is an nnusual number of widow
women in Gedentaillert—Yes, there are some poor widows in cur town-
ship.

bs

SKYE.

ERAES,
Neil
Macpherson.



SEYE.
BRAEs,

Neil
Macpherson.

Donald
Buchanan,

18 Highlands and Islands Commission.

267. How many ?— There are six at any rate.

268, How do they Lappen to be there?—Through some of their
husbands getting drownsd at the east coast fishing.

269, Have most of them families tThey all have families.

270. How do they live?—They live very poorly ; it cannot be other-
wise,

271. Have they erofts —They have half erofts.

272. Professor Muckinnon.—1 think you said that the crofts were so
bad that you would be better without them?-—-Yes, we would be better
without them unless we got more Jand.

273. And that the croft prevented you from prosecuting the fishing?
—7Yes; if I have not more land it would be better for me to be at work
earning wages than to be hanging about a eroft.

274, And what you want is a good croft elsewhare and at a fair rent 1—
Yes; what I want is a good croft at a fair rent.

275. What is your stock just now +—Two cows.

276. What is the summing +—Two cows and a two-year-old,

277. No sheep!—XNine or ten sheep.

278, How many have youl—Seven or eight. I do not know if they
are zlive to-day, but I think I bave that number.

279. Could you stock a good eroft =—XNo, I evuld not.

280. How many acres of arable land have you?—1I caanot tell the
nomber of acres, but there is no more than one acre of it arable,

281. How much rent?—£3, 13s., and my share of the hill pasture of
Benle

282, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—You said you thought you had paid
rent long enongh; do you mean that you think the land should belong to
you now I—Yes, I think the land should belong to ourselves now.

283. Were you one of the delegates chosen by the people of the Braes
here 7—Yes, I was elected a delegate.

284, Was it at the first gathering 3—Yes.

285, And is that the feeling of the people of the Braes generally to
which you have given expression —1 think so.

Donarp Broranaw, Croffer, Lower Olach-—--examined,

286. The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman as well as a crofter 7I—No.

287. How long have you been in possession of your croft I—I have
been all my life on the croft which I now have, and I am fifty-four years
of age. I have seen the reigos of three Lords Macdonald in succession,
and soven factors.

288. What is the rent of the croft?—1I have half a croft, and I pay
£2, 13s. of rent,

289. Has your rent been increased during that period #—The rent has
been increased to me. I am the seventh of my name in possessior of the
lot in regular suecession.

290. How much has your rent been increased since your father's
time 7—XNearly one-third of the present amount.

291. For thesame ground +—Tor the same ground which I now oceupy.,

292. You have heard the testimony given by the previcus delegates !
Yes,

293. Have you anything to add to their statements?—I have to bear
testimony to the poverty of the township in which I am, I was for a num-
ber of years thinking it would be better for me to give it wp than to be
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cultivating it st all. The land was rocky, and was yielding no ¢crop with- SEYR
cut manure in the way of sea-weed, which we could not get. -

294. Is there any charge made for gathering sea-weed 7—We were at i
one time paying for sea-weed, but we cannot get it now for payment. Donald

295. When you paid money for sea-weed, to whom did you pay the Duchanan
money +—To the late Mr Rainy of Raasay, and on the island of Scalpa
Then for a number of years past we could not get it either at Raazsay or
Scalpa for love or money.

296. "What did the crofters pay for the right of gathering sea-weed to
the laird of Raasay or the laird of Scalps %—From ls 64, to 2 a small
boat-load, which weuld be equal to two cart-loads or thereabouts.

297. Bince you have been aequainted with the place has the landlord
ever made any expenditure whatever upon work for the benefit of the place,
or any building, or for any other purposet—He did not spend any money
on improvements on the place. - We got, at one time, half a year’s rent
reraitted to us in consideration of drains we were making, and we were pay-
ing 1s. 6d. in the £ for the amount so remitted to ws. Then there was
12s. added to our rents for a bad bit of Lill ground that was added to our
grazings when Benlee was taken from the other three townships.

208. What townskip do you belong to t—Lower Olach,

299, Will the restoration of Benlee to the crofters be a benefit to
them ?—Yes.

300. You heard the statements made ky the previous delegates; did
you understand them 7-—Yes,

301. Do you agree with them t—TI do; but there iz one thing T wish
to say I do not think there is much use of the herring fishing we get about
hera to sapport the people, for it has been backward and doiag not much
good to the inhabitants about for the past twenty years,

302. Can you suggest anything which the proprietor or Government
could do to improve the condition of the place I—If we could get more land,
80 as to let our present land rest and get heart.

303, Is there land immediately contiguous to the cvofts here which
could be given by the proprietor and which could be used by the tenants
for that purpose +—I do not know ; there is no such land other than what
I have named already—such as Scorrybreck and these places,

304. Have you auything further to say before youn retire ?—T have to
gay that T have not for the past number of years taken three months’ good
out of the land which I occupy ; and I have never taken out of it as much
as would pay rent to the landlord,—I may say, nat even half rent.

305. How do you support your family 2—By fishing on the Irish
coast, and here and there on the sast coast.

306. Are you a fishermen?—T am not a fisherman at home, 1 fish
away from home. There was no fishing at home for me to engage in.

307. Sir Henneth Mackenzie—1Is there no sea-ware belonging to Olach
which you could get +—No, there is no ware on the shore of Olach. This
shore is a perpendicalar chff,

308. With regard to the work of the landlord, who maintains the road
that leads to this place —We pay road money.

309. Is it kept up by the county or the district 2—It is a district
road,

310. In keeping your cattle during the winter dn you give them corn
and straw in the sheaf 7—Ne, we give the cattle the fudder, not the corn
in the sheaf. I have ouly cne cow, and I cannot feed the cow off what
grows on my lot. I have to buy feeding for her.

311, The Chairman.—How wany sheep +—1I think there are three or
four sheep.

Brars.
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312. Professor Mackinnon.—What is the summing +—The summing of
my lot s four cows end thirteen or fourteen sheep, but the lot is not capable
of supporting so much stock.

313. Sir Henneth Mackenzie—Do you refer to the wintering or
the summering of them +—The summering itself would not be very good,
but they could not do at all to be wintered,

314. The Chairman.—Your family have been seven generations on
the lot ; have you heard it stated, from old times, that the land was much
more fertile and productive than it is now +—1I have both heard it stated
that the land was more productive in past times, and I know it to have
been so in my early reecollection. In my early recollection thers were no
merchants in Skye bringing meal to the country, and the men who needed
meal would simply have to go to the north end of the island, to what is now
Captain Fraser’s property, and get meal there.

313. Sheriff Nicolson.—It used to be calied the granary of Skyet—Yes;
and another evidence of the state of the tenantry of Lord Macdonald is,
that there are no mills going on Lord Macdonald’s property at the present
time. )

316. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many mills were there 7—1 cannot
tell very well. There was one at Stenscholl, and one at Camusmore, one
at Tlig, one at Romisdale, one at Snizort, one at Portree, one at Broadford,
and T am not sure whether or not there was one at Knock, in Sleat.

317, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many of these are now going 1—
Thea Portree mill is doing a little, and pessibly the Romisdzle one, but T
know of none of the others. T do not know what they are doing on Cap-
tain Fraser’s property now-a-days.

318. Do you mean there is no business doing, or that they pay no
rental for them #—What I mean is that there is no seed to grind.

319. The mills are there 7—The nills are there, so far as they have not
fallen into decay and ruin,

320. The Chairman.——The meal was formerly made In the country,
but now it is imported from Scotland +—That is the case,

321, Sir Kenneth Mackensie—Are they paying rent still for these
mills? Are they being worked by the proprietors 7—I do not know whether
or not the mills are being paid for to the landlord at present, but the Por-
tree mill is principally used as a wool-carding mill.

322, Mr Fraser-Mackintcsh.—Do you know whether there are millers
at those places, separate from crofters, or are the two businesses earried
on conjointly +—I believe some of the millers do, so far as [ know.

323, Professor Mnckinnon.—How do you account for this change?
1Is it because the land has gone out of cultivation, or because it is bad, or
the times are bad, or what +—In my opinion, the cause is that the land is
ran out—exhausted ; and a stranger passing by cannot tell the quality
of the soil by merely locking at it, it is only those who work it.

324, The Chairman.—Do the people still grind the bere or cats in
hand mills or hollow stones 2—These are not used now-a-daysat all. One
of these querns ought to be in the Braes.

325. Mr Fraser-Mackentosh.—Wonld yor putit as one of the grounds
for the stoppage of these mills, to some extent, that arable land which
is pow included in large sheep farms has gone out of ecultivation +—
No doubt of that. The land we have has lost its substance, and does
not give crop.

326, Professor Muckinnon.—You mean there is less under cultivation,
and the little there is is not good T—Yes.

337, You say that your own people have been seven generations on
the same croft. Tas it been made any hi;zer I—No,
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328, Was it larger in the old times }—TYes, six times,

329, How was it made less?—The lots were subdivided by order of
the factor as the family of the crofter inereased.

330, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—You mean, with the consent of the
factor 1—It was done by the will of the factor, It could not be done, in
these days, without the consent of the factor or will of the factor

331, Professor Mackinnon.—Is that going on yet 7—I am not aware of
any place that is not so subdivided already that it is not capable of further
subdivision,

332, The Chatrman.—Would it be a good thing to prevent the sub-

division of crofts below a certain valne 7 Would it be a good thing to fix .

a certain value below which crofts should never be subdivided 1—If the
crofts were not subdivided, the one half of the people would have no land
at all

333, Then, wounld they not, perhaps, go away and make a better sub-
sistence elsewhere 7—That is not possible to them.

334, Do you remember to have heard that about the year 1841 there
were 500 or 600 people who emigrated from the parish of Portree to
America +—1 well remember 8 ship going with the people to America.

335, Did you afterwards hear how those people got on in America 31—
From some not good accounts at all were coming, but others got on well.

336, Have any of them come back to see their friends and relations
in 8kye +—I am oot aware that more than two returned. They came to
Sconser.

337. Did they give a good account of the country in America —They
were giving a good account of America, but for the closencss of the
winter.

338. Who paid the expenses of the emigration about forty years ago }—
I believe the emigrants themselves,

339. If the Government or proprietor offered enconragement or assist-
ance, would some of the people be inclined to emigrate I cannot gpeak
as to that. I do not know the minds of the people as to that.

340. Professor Mackinnon.—1 suppose whea the people were discuss-
ing the question that was not one of the points which they discussed?—We
were not speaking among ourselves of emigration as one of the remedies,

341. The Chatrman.—Do you desire to say anything more before you
retire —1 have nothing further to say.

Jonx MATHIESON—eXxamined,

342. The Chairman.—Are you a crofter I—1I never got a croft,

343. Are you a cottarT—Yes, [ am a cottar at Achnalaunait,

344. Are you a fshermen }—Sometimes. I am not able to fish now,

345. Have you heard what has been stated by the previous delegates 1
Do you agree with what they have said —Yes.

346. Have you any remarks which you wish to add to what they have
said 1 want to say that it is the want of land, and the dearness of it
that is leaving the people so poor. My own preat-grandfather was tenang
in Achnahannait, and bad a fourth part of it to himself. My grandfather
succeeded him, and had s fifth part of Achnahannait. My father succeeded
my grandfather, and had an eighth part of the land, and in his lifetime
hig came to be reduced to & sixteenth of the land. My father had six
sous, of whom I am the eldest, and not one of them would get a sud from
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Lord Macdonald. Only the youngest of them was left with his mother,
and is nut that a great reason for the poverty of the people?

347. How have you supported your family —As best I could, work-
ing day and night sometimes.

348. In whose employment have you worked,—in the employment
of the landlord or in the employment of the crofters —Working not much
in the Isle of Skye, but earning wages elsewhere.

349. When you were a young man working in the Isle of Skye, what
were your daily wages F—Abont 2s. a day, or the like of that.

350. And what are the weges now I—I am not very sure what the
wages are going now for I am seeing very little work going on at all.

351. Are you quite sure that you received 2s. a day twenty years ago?
—T am sure [ was working at a shilling a day at that time.

352, What are the wages that able-bodied young men are now getting
for common work 7—About 2a 6d. I think; that is the wage that [ got
from a farmer for a day’s work in spring.

353. You spoke of the gradual subdivision of the land for three
generations, what caused the subdivision? was it the muitiplication of
families, or were there other families brought from outside and put wpon
the Iand &—Both causes went together.

354, Afr Cameron.—Your father had a eroft, how did he lose it 1—The
croft was not taken from my father, he died.

355, Who succeeded your father to the croft1—My mother is still
alive and my youngest brother.

356. Who is the eldost of the family = Myself.

357, Then you will succeed your mother eventually 2—T¢t is not my
mother. Tt is my step-mother.

358. Do you ever expect to get the croft —I have no exzpectations of
getting the croft,

359, How many brothers had youT—We were six altogether.

360. What became of the other five —They have scattersd. Some
of them are hereabouts, and as for the rest T cannot tell where they are.

361. Where do lve yourself 2—In Achnahannait.

862. Tn what house =-—In the north end of the township,

363. Who put up the howse 2—1I built the house myself.

364, Did you get leave from the factor to build the house :-—T gut
leave from the township. I did not ask the leave of the factor.

3635. Did the factor not object 2—No, he never said anything to me
about it. I got a bit of ground from the township, for which I pay 30s.
to the township.

3606, Does not the factor object when this is done on the townsbip by
other people 1—1I eannot say.

367. May anybody build a house who makes arrangements with the
township t—No.

368. Who waa the factor at that time 2—MKinnon of Corrie.

369. Was be very easy about the time?—XNo, he was not very easy.
‘We had not much to say in his praise.

370. But what I meant to ask was, did he interfere with anybody
putting up a house upon the township without any land,—making their
own arrangements with the township?—Corrie would be finding favlt
with the crofters for deing that—for allowing outsiders to build houses,

371, Do you kuow why he did not find fault with you for doing it ?
—1T cannot be very sure; but I was paying the one-third of the rent of a
croft before then, and the factor put me out of that in order to divide the
croft iuto two halves,

372. How did you have to pay rent for this croft? How did yon get
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hold of the eroft#—MMy mother-inlaw gave me the enethird of the 1ot
when [ was married.

373. Would this building of houses without land on the township be
allowed now under the present factor 7—Not without his own order,

SEYE.
Bragks,

——

374 But does he often allow these houses to be built I—1 am not 2 Tobn

aware, but in the last instance [ have seen the house could not be built
without the order of the factor.

375. But I want to know as fo whether these houses are built at the
present day without the order of the factor —So far as T know, these are
built without the order of the factor.

376. There i3 no subdivision of crofts and houses established 1—No,

377. Do you know what wages the people get who are paid by the
road contractor for keeping up the road here?—1I am not sure what they
get.

378, Sherif Nicolson.—How much land have you 7—T¢ is just = little
field—a little corner.

379. Do you raise any corn or potatoes I—Very little,

380. How long does it keep you and your family alive ?—Not very
long—shorter than 1 would need to.

381. Then, when you are not away working, of course you have no
means of subsistence ¥—No, I have no means of supporting myself but for
the help of two daughters T have, My wife has been for the past ten
yearsan invalid, and iz now confined to bed. T sent two applications, signed
by myself and my neighours, to the parochial board for aid, but I was not
allowed any. The reply to my application was—Her children were to
support her.

382. Have you any sons i—No.

, 383. Who was chairman of the parochial board 3—The factor, I have
been told.

384. The Chatrman,— W hat factor I—The factor for Lord Macdonaid.

385, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—You don't look well ; what is the matter
with you?—1T got my trouble bringing sea-ware from Raasay. Our boat
foundered, coming with s load of sea-weed from Raasay, and I was two
or three hours in the sea. That was the commencement of my ailment.

386, How old are you ?—A little over fifty years of age.

387, Skeriff Nicolson.—Are your daughters married #—No.

388. What are they working at —They are house servants at Nairn,

389. The Chairman.—You stated you hal built your own house anZ
acquired a small piece of ground, and paid your rent to the township.
Your rent is 30s. When a man hires his land from the township, does he
generally pay a higher rent than he would if he paid it to the landlord 2—
I do not think the rent would be higher getting the land from the town-
ship.
p390. Ahout how much do you get for 30s.? What s the extent of
the piece of land 7—1 cannot tell the measurement.

391. Is there enough to feed a cow +—No.

392, Sir Kenneth ackenzie—How far from here is your croft?-
About one mile frem here.

393. What was the cost of erecting the house +—1I do pot know what
the house would cost to build, if T had others to pay for bailding it,
sut I built it myself witkout expenditure of money.

394, Did you not buy the wood and so on?—1T had to buy the roof.

395. What did it cost t—About £1.

396, Was that the only money you laid out +—Ves, for the timber I
got the timber in Raasay.

397. For£]1—Yes.

thieson.
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REYR 398. How long did you take to ercet that house? How much labour
- did you put into it +—T think six or seven weeks.
l___; " 309. Have you no neighbours =—=Some of the peighbours might give
John me a little help,~—-not a full day’s help, for they were not getting paid
Wethieson. for it

400. What is the size of your house }—There are six couples in it

401. The Chairman.—That would be about 12 feet long +—There are’
about 2 yards between each couple—a fathom between each couple.

402. How much money have you altogether expended besides your
labour on the whole house? There was the door, for instance +—1I do not
remember.

403. You said you got £1 worth of the timber for the roof, but that
did not include the doors and windows 2—No ; there is 2 small window of
four “lozens’ in the wall, and another small window in the roof.

404. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—What did you pay for them }—1T got
the window for the wall second hand at 3s. and the roof window cost
me Is. 6d.

403. And the door 7—The door cost me 6s.

406, Hr Cameron.—What do you grow on your bit of ground?—A
little corn aud potatoes.

407, How much potatees }—T conld plant three barrels of potatoes in
it if I had full manure for it. -

408. Desides the corn?—The more I would plant of the one seed the
leas T wonld have of the other

409. Do you think it is a whole acre or more?—1I believe there is a
full acre in it; bat it includes bits of heathery ground—stony pisces.

410. If you pay 30s. for that, do you think it is a very high rent 1—
1 am sure it is too high.

411, Then, do you adhere to what you said beifore that the rents paid
by the crofters to the landlord are in the same propertion as the rents you
pay to the township +—1I helieve so. I believe that the rent which the
tenants pay to the landlord is as dear as the rent which I pay to them.
The lot which my father had was £1, aud now it is within 5s, of £8.

413. The Chairman.—Do you pay school rate and poor rate on your
house !—No, but the rest of the township pay that.

413. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What stock are you allowed to keep
—Qne cow,

414. Sheep%—Tour or five sheep, if T had them.

415, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Do you know how maidy barrels of
potatoes will be raised on your ground —T cannot tell.

416. The Chairman.—7You have one cow —Yos.

417. Is that grass included in the 30s. 9—Yas.

418. Do you wish, before you retire, to mnke any further statement?
=-No, unless I am asked.

.

Joux M‘Leop, Crofter and Fisherman, Camustionavaig—ezamined.

Juhn 419, The Chairman.—Are you acquainted with the circumstances
M'Lewl  pader which the crofters were removed from Sconser for the purpose of
forming a deer forest#—I was born in Sconser.
420, How long is it since the deer forest was formed +—There was a
deer forest before I was born.
421, How old are you 1 am fifty-seven.
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422. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—What place are you in t—Tormichaig,

423. The Chavrman.—Did deer forests exist there in ancient times i—
1 cannot say, but it was there in my earliest recollection,

424, When you first remember the deer forest were the crofters living
in it and vear it %—Yes, I remember:the people of three townships being
removed for the purpose of their land being added to the deer forest.

425. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—~Name the townships?—Aracharnoch,
by the side of Loch Eynort, Moll, Kenchreggan, and Tormichaig. The
township in which I was born was the fourth township,

4268, The Chairman.—Can you state approximately about how many
families there were in the four townships who were removed +—1I am not
sure ; there were two families in Arvacharnoch, eight families in Moll, and
four in Kenchreggan. There were twelve of us in Termichaig paying
rent, and besides these there were cottars,

427, Then there were twenty-six families, besides cottars. When
these families were removed, was no payment made to them by the landlord
in consideration of the loss to their houses and building, and for their
loss by disturbance -—1I have not heard that there was any such allowance,
Some of them went to America,

428. Did the landlord assist them on their passage to go to America?
—1I do not know,

429. What beeame of the remainder of the families 3—They were
placed in other townships, as the factor saw fit.

430. Was any assistance given to them to build their new houses in
the other townships —No, I do not believe there was; we did not get any

at any rate. The ground officer valued the houses which we were leaving,-

and the houses into which we were entering, Our new places were also
valued.

431. Who built the new houses?—1 built my own house. It was
only a barn that I got when I went tc my new lot; I built a new bouse,
and bought the timber for it.

432, Then when the otler crofters moved into the rew houses, were
these existing houses? or did they build their own new houses 2—That
is s0. Wheun two families of us would be entering a lot on which there
was only one house, one of the families had to build a new house,

433. When you were moved into the new place, were you given new
land which you took in, or were you put upen old erofts already culti-
vated —They were old lands which we got.

434, Was there much hardship and scrrow connected with the removal
of the people from the deer forests to the place 7—Of course there was,
‘There were no new places ready for us, and the factor was threatening he
would cut the couples from above our heads if we would not quit. Mr
Ballingall was the factor.

435, When the deer forest was extendsd and improved, was it then
reserved in Lord Macdonald’s hands, or was it let to a stranger i—Lord
Macdonald kept the deer forest himself.

436. Was there any common pasture on the deer forest as well as
arable ground 7—Yes, we had grazing for our stock as well as arable land.

437. Why were the new houses which they left valued, and why were
the new houses valued into which they came!—The houses we were
leaving were valued for the landlerd, and as we were leaving them, and
were refusing to leave unless we got value for them.

438. When th> house which the crofter left was valued more highly
than the house into which he moved, was an allowance made to the crofter
i#the payment of his rent for the excess of value of the old house -—
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439. And when the new house was more valuable tiian the oid houss,
then had the crofter to pay the landlord the excess of value?—Yes, that
was the case.

440. Were the new houses generally more valuable than the old o2
less valuable 2— Yes, of course, the new houses we were entering into were
worth more than the old houses which we left. Perhaps the house into
which we might enter might happen to be worse than the house we had
left. Generally speaking, the house which we got was worse than the
house which weleft. The barn which I left at Tormichaig was better than
the dwelling-house which T got in the new township.

441, Tlen, had you an allowanee made to you in the payment of your
rent on account of the new house being worse than the old one?—Yes,
thers was an allowance made.

442, How much ¥—T cannot remember that very well, as it is thirty-
one years since I was removed.

443, Mr Cameron.~—Do you know any case where the house that was
left being worse than the house gone into, payment was made to the
landlord *—1 cannot tell that, as the tenauts bave been scattered into every
place. I can only speak with regard to the tenants who were located in
the township in which I myself was located.

444, In that case was any payment made to the landlord T cannot
say.
y445. What was done with the land that was taken and added to the
deer forest? Has it ever been coltivated since It was put into grazing.
It has not heen eultivated since.

446, It was left in grass }—Yes

447, Mr Fraser-ilackintosh.— Va3 there a mutnal valuation of the
houses 2—TIt was a mutual valuation.

448, Shéryf Nieolson.—Did the people who wmigrated get their stock
valued, in like manner, and paid for }—They made a roup of their stock.

449, The Chairman.——Do you desire to make sny further statement
before you retire2—1 have to say that I have been put to disadvantage
since I went to my present place. The rent has been increased on e,
and ihe summing has been lessened. Ten shillings of increase waz made
on my rent, and the allowance to keep a2 horse was taken from me,

150. Do you mean the permission to keep a horse +—Yes.

23). What stock do you now possess?!—Two cows, My summing
when I entered my present lot was two cows, a twoyearold, fourteen
sheep, and a harse.

432, How much do you now pay *—1I pay £3, 10s. of rent, and with
other assessments T pay £6,

453, Mr Cameron.—XNo horse %—No horse. 1 have sheep.

454, The Chairman.—How do you support your fatnily *—1I have
beexn for eighteen seasons guing to the east coast fishing, and going south,
besides, to work for wages.

453. Would yuu be better off without your eroft, or are you better off
with your croft 2—I would wct be better off without the croft. I would
rather have the croft. T would have no home without the croft.

455. Do you wish to state anything more I—Npthing more. I consider
it a particular hardship to have the rent raised upon me, end my summing
lessened. We had great liberties when we entered our present township.
Our horses could graze up to Sligachan. Qur fallow cows and oar horses
eould graze up to Sligachan.

437, Mr Fraser-ackintosh.—Does your township make any claim to
the grazing of Benles 7—We never said anything abount that, but we were
claiming the right to it when we entered Camustionavaig, It was Corrie
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who was factor at that time, and when he saw how high our rents were,
ke pointed out a little spot on the hill, where we could graze our horses
doring the summer and harvest. .

458, Sheriff Nicolson.—Was that on Benlee?—I do not say we had
a right to Beniee, but thut our stock had the liberty of grazing there.

Doxarp MNEeiLL, Crofter, Glenmore—examined.

459. The Chairman—How long have you been in possession of a
croft 2—Since sixty years back.

460. What is the size and rental of the croft?—TIt is a half croft.
There are only seven crofters at prescat, and two of these perhaps have
ouly a guarter of a croft,

461. What is the rental ?—£15 and some odds for each croft; and a
half croft is £7, 10s.

462. During the period of sizty years during which you have had a
croft has the rent been increased I—Yes,

463. How often, and how much 1-—Onee lately by Mr Macdonald,
Tormore ; and he laid upon the Glenmore tenants heavier than in any
other part of the parish, and, I believe, of the estate of Lord Macdonald.

464, How much ?—£2, 3s, on each croft.

485, What was your half croft before t—4£8, 10a,

466. And it has been increased to £7, 10s 2-—Yes, rather a little
over ik

467. Pesides the money rent, are there any services or obligations in
labour or payment in kind —Nothing of the kind.

168. In former times was there any oblizgations of that kind +—2No.

69, Why was the reut increased from £6, 10s. to £7, 10s, 7—It was
just the will of the factor or Lord Macdonald. T am not sure what was
the origin of it

470, Have you any lease —No, no lease.

471. Are there any leases used at all among the crofters +—XNo; I do
oot know of any.

472, Would you like to have a lease if it were offered to you1—Well,
I would prefer certainty and fixity of tenure, if a fair rent.

473. What stock do you keep I—We are allowed to keep five cows,

474. How many sheep I—About twenty-six or so in all. -

475. How many acres of arable land%—I cannot ascertain that,
because the measurement was never properly made. DBut all that is arable
of it might be from four to five acres,

476. Then do you think that £7, 10s. is an exorbitant rent for land
carrying six cows and twenty-six sheep, and four or five acres of arable
land #—Thbe only grievance on that is that we have not enough of arable
lend,

477. But that is no answer to my questisn. Do you consider a rent
of £7, 10s. for five cows, twenty-six sheep, and four or five acres of arable
land too great ?—I think it was dear enough at the old rent.

478. Ts there any other particalar hardship or grievance of which the
people at the Glens complain?—Of the crowding, which is a genersl
grievance throughout Skye, and subdividing.

479. Mr Cameron.—You said there were seven tenauts +—There wers
four families formerly, but now there are fifteen families. There are seven
crofts fur fifteen families.
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480, And the crofts are divided into half crofts 1—Yes, and some into
quarter crofts,

481, Dut taking the rest of Skye into consideration, is not five or six
acres of arable land rather a considerable croft I—1I¢ is too small, becauss
it is continually turned, and unless it is continually turned we cannot
feed our cattle in the winter; and it is a very mountainous place, not
yielding erop; and snother thing is, that we have no artificial manure
unless we cart it from a long distance over very bad reads.

482, T suppose you could do very well with double the size of croft?
—71 might say this, that if there were a wise legislation on the land
question, certainly we would require more to be more comfortable,

483. You seem to be well calculated to give us svme assistance in this
matter, Perhaps you would indicste what legislation should be adopted
in nrder to secure this desirable resultl—Just to make a minimum aid
maximuem in the rental book.

484. But how would that give you more land —Certainly, there is
plenty of land in Skye.

485, But is there plenty of land in Glenmore 1—No, there is not plenty
in Glenmore, if we are overcrowded already with fifteen families instead of
four.

486. You would like to have double the land, in fact +—Yes, or treble
the land.

487. At the same rate of rent ?—1 said before, withont the last advance
made upon the rent,

488. But I suppose you will admit your case is by no means the worst
case in Skye—there are far smalier holdings '—T am quite aware of that.

489. And if this wise legislation takes place, it will affect other hold-
ings than yours—yours will not come first I—Well, most likely. What I
say in regard to wise legislation—if there were such a thing taking place over
Bkye—is, that you would very soon get a very prosperous and populous
tenantry in Skye, and they would swell the British army as in times past,
angd destitution and the ery of destitution would be for ever swept from
our island; and besides, pauperism would be diminished, and the poor-
house of Portree might be converted into some manufacturing establish-
ment,—there would be no more need for it,—and Mr M Tavish of Inver-
ness would never be called npon to serve edictal summonses in Skye.

490. Do many people in Skys enlist into the army —Very few indeed.
. 491. 'Why don’t they enlist now ?—DBecause they are impoverished and
sunk down, without any spirit of enterprise whatever.

492. But, there is a large population in Skye #—Well, they bave very
much diminished, certainly.

493, But does it not appear to you that, if they are poor and do not
find any cther occupation, and are disposed for a military career, there is a
military career open to them now !—There is this idea amongst them—shy
should we fight for our kingdom when we see so much poverty, and neglect
by our sovereign and legislators ¥ That is the idea which has sunk in the
minds of Skyem:n so very much.

494, Do you seriously think that if instead of having five acres and
paying £6, 10s. you had treble the amount of land—that is, say, fifteen
acres—and cows and sheep in propertion, that would induce men to go
into the army ?—They would get populous in Skye, and there would be
a rising generation, and why not at present as formerly? I would think
they would be just induced by the same spirit as in former times to help
the country to swell the British army, as I said, to defend their country
and their land,

495, Tave not the crofters in Skye got very much subdivided of lcte
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yearz 2—1 am not sure, They are subdivided now and again throughout
Skye, but we are not, certainly, the worst.

496. Bat would there not be o much greater temptation to subdivide
if the crofts were larger than they are now, and therefore would bear sub-
division much better i—Yes, certainly.

497. Would there not be rather a tendency to go on to subdivision
again and restore the same state of things which there is now?—DBat I
think there is plenty of land for this gemeration and the generationa to
come, supposing they were multiplying ever so much.

498. And you don't care for the generation after that #—OCh! yes, it
is the making provision for that generation that I am speaking just now,
and not for my own.

499. The Chairman.—How old are youl—l am over sixty years.
There is anvther grievance which we have to complain of—want of road—
and I am glad Sheriff Nicolson is here. He went once to the Glens with
the Rev. Mr Reid, Portree, and I met him on the top of the hill, and he
asked why we had not good roads here, and I answered that we were
rather behind the age for claiming what was our right.

600, Is there in the Glens any example of common pasture being
taken away {from the crofters?—None. We are quite free from
that.

501. Do you remember any case of evictions by the landlord—any-
body violently removed from the cccupancy 7—XNone, we give that credit
to the factor and to the landlord, that they have never removed except one
family which had run very deep into arrear, and that family was
removed,

502. Then you do not complain distinctly of any particular grievance,
except one rise of a rental in sixty years '—One rise of rental and the road
—and it is most astunishing how bad tle road is. Indeed, there is not a
road, but we have a footpath which we call a road. Animals are
endangered every time and many times, and recently three parties lost
their way on the hill and passed the houses, and unless they had heard the
crow of a cock, I do not know but some of their lives might have been
lust. .

503. Mr Fraser-Alackintosh.—Do yon pay road money —Yes, we do ;
and this is what we claim—if we pay road money, why not get the same
privileges as our neighbours in Skye? [ think we are entitled to it, and

in all places, except a very small fraction, they have access by sea and
" land, but we have neither,

504. Did you make any claim to the trustees '—We made a claim two
or three times to the local committee and twice to the county committee,
and lately our pefition was returned back to the home committee—the
tocal committee —We are at their mercy whatever they will do with us;
but I wish to cry loudly just now for the want of & road, that it may come
t the ears of the legislators.

503. Do youn pay the same rate as others pay —VYes, the same rate as
the highest tenant in Skye.

506. Skeryf Necolson.—How many miles are you off the high road }—
About four miles, :

507. The Chairman.—If the landlord was prepared to give additional
arable ground, and additional common pasture, would the existing crofters
be able to caltivate it and stock it #—That depends greatly if the legislators
would give u3 the same kindness as they showed to the Irish. We
want may be a few pounds of money and we would pay that in instal-
ments with interest to the Government, That would accommodate us
greatly.
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508. You mean the Government should advance the money 1—Yes; we
v.ould pay that money in instalments, with interest.

509. For what purpose? In order to provide stock ?—TYes, in order
to stock a larger proportion of ground.

510, Sheryff Nicolson.—You have a school there 7—VYes,

511. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What may be the population altogether
wanting this road 7—Close up to 200—may be something less than 200.

512, They want these four miles of ruad ?—Yes. There is another
thing. It is generally boasted that the poor man can get the same justice
with the rich in Scotland, but there is an exception in Glenmore,

513. The Chairman.—With regard to the road #—TYes, for if there was
a gentleman there like Tormore, or any of these, they would get a road
there immediately.

514. But what measurcs have you taken to agitate for a road }—
Applying to the local committee and to the county committee.

515. But, do you go on applying every year =—Yes, every year.

516. How many years have you been trying to get it !—I believe we
began four years ago.

517. Sur Kenneth Mackenzie.—And who opposes it 2—There is a certain
party in the loeal committes against it. Tdo not charge it to the factor,
He is not against it, but I say in honour to the Rev. Donald Mackinnon,
Strath, that he is the best friend we have at court, and our factor, I
believs, is likewise inclined to accommodate us.

518, Sheriff Aicolson.—The nearest church to you is at Portree?—

o8,
519. And the nearest doctor%—Yes ; and even supposing we need the
doctor, the roads are so bad that it is through much fatigue the doctor
gets there; and he is not inclined to go there unless he is very well paid
for it.

520. The Chairman.—Ilave you anything else you particularly wish
to say about the state of the Glens?—I have said all I khave to say with
regcd to that.

521, Skeriff Nicolson,.—How far are the Glens from Portree 7—About
gix miles,

322, Sur Kenneth Muckenzie—The increass of the population in the
Glens is merely due to the place itselfl. There are no people coming in
froin tha outside +—They have not increased in the meantime, but there is
au iucrease since the time I mention when there were only four families,

523. And they are all relations +—1I believe so,

524. They have not any from outside ?—No.

625, Born in the place —Born in the place.

526. Have any people emigrated from the Glens #—They have.

527. Have they been suecessful +-—Well, I suppose some of them were
successful, and good accounts came from them.

628, Sheriff Nicolson.—Where from —Ameriea and Australia

528. The Chairman.—Do you remember a time when there was an
emigration to America about 1840 7—I remember that, but I cannot give
a date for it.

530. Has there been an emigration of late years7—There are always
advertisements in the papers about emigration,

H31. And do people sometimes avall themselves of it %—Yes; we hear
that some of them from Ulst and Barra are intending to emizrate to some
of those colonies,

533. But wot from Portree?—Some left Portree last year for
Queensland.

533, If the Goverament offered facilities for emigration, would they
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find any persons disposed to avail themselves of these?—I would like
very well if those who are wallowing in wealth would go away, and go
where no crofters would obstruet their wishes in land, but, for the poer
people of SBkye, at presept they are blasted with permaneut poverty, and
that takes away from their courage to go away any length,—pulled down
ander debt and poverty in many ways which those who are at ease cannot
understand, and that weakens their hand and weakens their courage so
that they cannot think of emigrating anywhere.

534. Do any of them ealist in the royal navy?—Very few that I
know of, I dop’t koow of any from Portree in the navy. There are
one or two individuals in the army, bat I don’t koow of any in the
navy.

535. Have any families in Skye sent their children on board the
Government training ships to be brought up for the navy—TYes, some of
them go there voluntarily.

536. If the government had a traiuing ship in the vicinity of Skye,
among the islands, do you think many of the young people would go on
board to be prepared for service in the navy 7—I may say there are some
at present training in these ships,

Y53T. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You are thinking of the naval reserve?
—VYes.

538. The Chairman.—1 mean boys who are sent on board Government
training ships, where they receive a gratuitous education, and are brought
up to the navy +—1I cannot say. I cannot speak for that.

Jory Nicorsox, Crofter and Fisherman, Cuillimore, Sconser—examined.

539. Sir Kenneth AMaclenzie—THave you croft land at Sconser 1—Ves.

540, Have you pasture lands with them %—We have hill pasture, but
we are only allowed to graze a cow upon it, and we are allowed to keep a
cat, but we are forbidden to keep dogs. The hill pasture is not a day
withont from 100 to 200 sheep grazing on it, and we curselves are not
allowed to graze a head wpon it. Two or three years ago the only sheep
in our townships was one that was a pet, and this sheep was found at the
fanking time by the gamekeepers and marked with crosses on all sides,
boofs, and horos, 8o as to distinguish her from the rest. The sheep on the
farms of Camusunary and Glenbrittle and Drynoch are allowed to winter
on our grazing, and we ourselves are not allowed even to have this one
sheep. There were five of those sheep on the ridge of my cwn house last
Tuesday. I kept oats which I had for sowing till the first day of summer
and could not sow them earlier for the sheep. I have only two acres or
thereby of land, and when I rose cne momning last week I counted 54
sheep upon it. There are some of our families down with fever and the
iands are untended, and the sheep wander all over. The four nearest
townships to us were cleared for the purpose of a deer forest thirty years
ago, and the inhabitants of those townships were placed among us.

541. What townships were these that were cleared *—3oll, Kenchreg-
gan, Tormichalg, and Dallahuist. A great many of those who ceeupied
those townships are located among us to-day.

543. How mauy lived in Dallahuist?—Two of them are among our
crofters to-day.

543. How many altogether lived in Ballahuist that were removed }-=
There are seven cotfars ; they had no crofts. {E 7 ;
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544, How many families are there at Sconser to-dny }-—Forty-four,

545. And Coillmeore —Forty-four. __ .

546. How many were there formerly #—Thirteen large tenants and
fourtesn smaller. My grandfather bad oceupied the land which these
oocupied between himself and three others. Coillemore is only abont one
mile in length and about 600 yards broad of arable ground. I was three
years that [ could not put a seed into the ground with the deer, and 1
would have to pay the renat.

547, How long since !— About seventeen years ago. I had to sell my
cow to pay the rent, which was £3, and all the while I could not pat a
seed ioto the ground. I was not allowed to keep a dog to help me to
keep my cattle from the steckyard. T then made my stackyard where it
counld be seen from my window, and I got a puppy, and then the forester
aud the gamekeeper and the ground officer came to me and insisted that
I should put out the dog that they might kill it. I put the dog into 2
harrel.  The ground officer told me that if T did not put it out I woald
be put off the land. T was then goiug to leave ths country, and [ told
them I did not care should they put my family on the Black Rock, if they
did not drown them,—that they should not get the dog. I was twenty
years away from home, only that I would be about one month at home at
spring-time. The places I knew in my young days where the grass could
be cut with the scythe arz now as bare as pussible with deer and big sheep,
A wild ass could not get a bite off it. At half valuation we would calculate
that during the past forty years the value of £2000 of crops has been
destroyed upon us by the deer. The English sportsman would be shooting
them in our corn, The women who would be quietly herding would have
to fly home for fear of the bullets. T could not tell the history of it. It
would give the apostle Paul bimself enough to do to tell it ; I leave it to
some of the others to tell

548, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What time are you speaking of —During
the past forty years.

549. Ts it going on nmow!—It i3 not o heavy on as during the past
tWo years.

550. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—If they are forbidden to keep sheep
thiemselves why are these other sheep allowed to trespass upon the ground $—
The hill was a very good hill—the best grazing in Scotland—and theforesters
advised Lord Maedonald to stock it with sheep himself, and Lord Macdonald
accordingly had a sheep stock upon it for several years, The last game-
keeper we had—D>Mackenzie—only brought to our towaship a cow and a
horse, and when he left, he himself said that he took away £3000, which
he made on our kill by sheep stock—he himself keeping sheep on our hill.

551. But T want to understand as to those sheep which you say are
there now; are they Lord Macdonald’s, or are they sheep which are tres-
passing +—Trespassing sheep.

532. Whose busiuess is it to keep those trespassing sheep off #-—It is
the gamekeeper's duty ; but I do not know.

553. Would the gimekeeper object to your stoek being on?t—VYes, he
would object.

554. Is there any fence to keep the deer off the arable laud 2—There
is a fence, but it will not keep the deer out, nor the sheep.

555. Is it not high enough ?—Part of it is high enough and part of it
is not. Part is low. They break the fence,

556. When it was new wonld it keep the sheep and deer ont 7—Ves,
at times. When Corrie, eighteen years ago, saw how we were being spoiled
with the deer, he eut the township into twenty-seven lots, and left us the
rest of it for grazing. When Tormore came, he located the crofters on cur
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pasture, and the place that was in my own time remnted at £9 is now
rented at double.
537. The Chatrman.—Whose factor was Tormore +—Lord Macdonald’s,
588, Sur Kenneth Mackenzie—There were twenty-seven people before
Tormore put these vthers ont—Yes, but there were three or four on other

. lots who had oo land.

539. Of those twenty-seven how many were originally there, and how
many were brought in from other places?—I can point out seventeen
myself of the forty-four.

560, Bat of the twenty-seven how many came in -1 cannot tell, ouly
that there are very few in our township of those whe should be there,
They are mostly strangers.

561. What srable land have you'?—The arable land which I have is
shout one and a half acres. Tt is rocky. I was deprived of the good land,
and it was given to strangers who came. Part of my land is now in the
possession of four people. There was not a penny of arrears on my grand-
father or my father or myself, and we have been paying rent for 100 years
in the township in which I am. Seventeen years ago, in spring, half of
the land I had was taken from me. I was not allowed to take up the
potatoes that were left to me in the potato ground. I was compelled, at
the following Martinmas, to pay the tent of this half of my lot which was
taken from me. I told the factor I would not pay it. *If you do oot pay
‘it I will take your name out of the bovk ; you must do as I tell you.’

562, Who was your factor #—Corrie was the factor then. T then dida
little work on the land that was left to me, and at the end of three years
my reward was that my rent was raised 5s. in the £ T ceased; I did
ne more to it

563. What is the rent now +—£2 is my present rent. My first rent
was £1, 125 and it is now £32. 1t was only rocks and rocky ground,
and I was digging it myself. The land I had at first was worth £8.

564. The Charrman.—What auimals do you keep?—It will not do
more than feed one cow. I am sllowed to keep two cows and a stirk.
Each succeeding factor changes our holding, but the last factor has made
no change.

568, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long is it since you lost the right
to kesp sheep }—Forty-seven years ago; but the hill ever since then was
not withount sheep,

566. Whose sheep I—Everybody’s sheep that chose to trespass. No
sheep was forbidden but ouss.

567. When was it the factor advised Lord Macdonald to keep sheep
for himself %—About thirty-five or thirty-seven years ago. ‘

568. And did he keap a stock of his own then +—He kept a stock of
his own upon it for a long time.

569. How long?—I cannot be sure. Mackenzie, the gamekecper,
then had the stock upon it.

570. Professor Moackinnon.—Was there any abatement of rent om
account of the bill%—When my grandfather lived the township was aboub
£50, it is now more than £100,

571. Was the hill with it in your grandfather’s time 7—Yes, and more
than the hill.

572. And now the same ground, less the hill, is over £100%—Qur
marches are in the Lill, and we are paying for it.

573, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—As they weret—As they ever were;
and we are not allowed tv keep stock upon it. .

574. Are you allowed to keep cattle?—It is so bare with sheep and
deer that it will not feed cattle.

4]
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575. Does not the township keep a herd +—Yes ; to kesp the cowa ont
of the deer forest

576. Cannot the same herd keep the sheep from trespassiug —The
herd is not allowed to keep a dog. The sportsmen tip him to compen-
gate him for not keeping a deg +—They give him 5s. as a present, for fear
of disturbing sheep and deer.

§77. Your sheep &—No, sheep that come that way.

578. What objection had the shooting tenant to disturbing the sheep?
—That if the dog would,go after the sheep the deer would be disturbed.

579. The Chairman.— Who occupies the deer forest +—>r Kettlewell,

580. Shersff Nicolson.—Who built the house you are living int—
I bought it with my own money from a man who went to America, and I
left my father’s bouse to my sister.

581. Do you know of any differcnce between the Sconser houses and
those in any other parts of Skye I-~Our honses would not stand a night
in winter. They would be blown to the elements in a night of storm.

582. Are you aware that they are among the most wiserable houses
in Skye t—They are worse than any houses in Skye.

583. What is the cause of that +—The deer arc eating our cropa.

581, How does that spoil the housss =—Poverty. We have no sheep,
no horses,  We are carrying mud on our backs 8 miles—4 miles going
for it and 4 miles returning, and doing the work of a horse—spring,
suwmmer, and autumn.

585. Did aoy factor or ground officer ever say anything to you about
improving your houses 7 —No ; the factor never said anything to us ebout
improving our houses. T am sure they would rather see uws out on the
s2a, in my opinion. T would like to find out if I could get my own kill
clear of other people’s stock.

586. Are you a fisherman +—Yes ; a sort of fisherman.

B37. What sort of fishing is it t—Herring.

538. Where do you fish %—At Treland, the east coast, and everywhere.

B39. Is the fishing in the neighbourhood profitable +—No, it is not
profitable, .

590. Are your boats and nets good +—Very middling

591. What is the reason of that#+—That there is no fishing, and no
oceasion for keeping boats, and from poverty.

692, Have you no boat?—What need would 1 have of a boat and
rae twenty years away from the country§

Joux MIxTyrs, Crofter and Missionary, Sconser—examined.

693. The Chairman.—WIill you describe to us the condition of the
place where you live, and the hardships and grievances which the people
suffer or gre alleged to suffer, particularly in connection with the deer furest
-—The principal grievances of which they complain are the smallness
of their holdings, the want of sheep on their common grazing, aud the
way iu which their crops are yearly destroyed by deer. That destruction
iz not so much now fur the past two or three years owing to the present
factor’s liberality in repairing the fence about the township. They com-
pliin very much of the way in which people from other townships—removed
{or the sake of enlarging the deer forest—have been crammed upon them,
aiding so mauy tu the already too thickly peupled townships. They think
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it is the poorest township in the parish, and especially owing to its eon- SEYR
pection with the deer forest. They complain much of the way in which _——
they are dealt with by the gamekespers. They are strongly under the Bﬂ
impression that the gamekeepers are far more severe than their fustrue-  John
tions from their superiors allow them to be. They blame the gamekeepers M‘Intyra,
most for all the ills they suffer. The remedies they are anxious for in the
meantime are, that they get the liberty of keeping sheep upon the com-

mon grazing, larger holdings st a fair rent, and fixity of tenure, so that

the proprietor cannot remove them without just canse, such as being so

many years in arrears of rent. That is all I am instructed to inform the
commissioners,

594. Might I ask whether you have yourself personally witnessed the
ravages cansed by the deer among the growing crops t—Yes.

595. If the proprietors were disposed to give to the people larger
holdiugs of arable ground, is there available ground in the vicinity which
could be given to them +—Yes,

596, Would it be possible to put & wire fence round the crofters’
pasture so as to protect the pasture from the incursions of sheep and deer
and enable them to keep their own sheep upon it t—Yes, but at a great
deal of expense, which the crofters are not able to pay.

597. What would be the extent of the wire fence necessary fur the
protection of the common pasture t—About 3 miles.

598. If such a fence conld be put up, and the wandering sheep and
deer excluded, would that give great satisfaction to the crofters L—Yes.

599. Would an ordinary wire fence of six or seven wires in a great
measoee exclude the deer, or would the deer pass over it *—In some cases
the deer would pass over such a fence. Round the arable land there is
as present & fence of seven wires and the deer in some cases geb over it,
and they are so vicions—more so than deer I zee anywhere else—that
they twist themselves between the wires so as to get into the corn. T
have geen it with my own eyes. They zo on their sides to get in between
the wires—especially the hinds. I never saw stags doing it.

600, Are the houses of the place more then ugunlly bad +—They are
very bad. Some of them are about the usual style of houses in the island.

601. Do you atiribute the present prevalence of fever in any degree to
the bad houses %—1 could hardly answer that.

602. Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What kind of fever is it ™—Typhoid.

603. Mr Cameron.—You said the factor had repaired the wire fence
for the erofters. What sized fence was that?—The wire fence that
was formerly round the cultivated land.

604. Was that a fence that would keep out sheep and deer {rom your
own pasture :—It was very well for keeping out the deer from the pasture.

6U05. Was that the fence you spoke of which was 3 miles longt—
No.

606. An inside fence —Yes,

£07.. But an outside fence including your pasture would require fo be
3 miles long +—Yes.

08. Have you ever seen 2 deer fence —VYes.

£09. What height do you consider suflicient to keep out deer +—They
are not the same beight in all places.

610. Where did you see this fence -—At a place called Cluny, in the
possession of Earl Cowper,

611. How mauvy miles long was it #—I cannot say.

612. Was it sufficient for its purpose +—It was sufficient,

613. Was it about 6 feet t—Bstween § and 7 feet.

614. Do you think 6 or 7 feet should be envugh +—It should.

\
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615, Do you know anything about any other deer forest in Scotland
—TYes.

616. Have you ever heard that fences have been erected in other
forests —Yes,

617. And of much greater length than you talk of here #—Yes.

613. In fact, there would be practically no difficulty except finding
money to teake a 3 mile fence t—That is all.

Gi9. Has any application ever been made to the proprietor or factor
to make this fence +—1I do not think so.

620. If it were made quite efficient, I suppose it would remove all the
grievances about the deer eating the crops I-—VYes, it would.

621. Does the gamekeeper annoy you by shooting your dogs?—He
did ; not now.

623, Cats?1—Not cats,

623. Does he annoy you in any other way ?-—Yes, in many a way.

621, In what sort of wayi-—In preventing people taking thatch ount
of the forest.

625. Do they have to go far into the forest to take thatch 3—Yes.

626. How far?—In some cases a mile or more.

627. Is there anywhere else they can get thatch?—No; and it iz a
thing very much uvsed in the district to keep thatch on the houses, and
they are not allowed to cut it in the forest. They are allowed in & certain
part of the forest, but they cannot get all they require, because the Braes
and Sconser people get all their thateh from that forest. Thereis a certain
part of the forest put out to them to get thatching, but it is not near
enough to aupply all.

628. Is there any other grievance they have against the gamekeeper
except not allowing them to get thateh ?—Not that I am aware of just
now.

629, So, if you had these thres miles of fence you would have no
grievance against either the shooting tenant or the gamekeeper, with the
exception of the difficulty of getting thatch 7—No, not the least.

630. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—As to this fence which was repaired by
the present factor, how long is it since it was first put up ?—Fifteen or
sixteen years ago.

631. And I suppose when it was first put up it was a benefit I—I do
not think it was ever a benefit.

632, But it is now —No, it is not. Tt did a little help last year, but
not to the extent necessary. ) -

633. Was it never repaired in those tweive years 7—No, until the
present factor came in,

Rev. Mr Rerp, Portree—examined.

634 The Chalrman.—Illave you any statement to make to the
Commission 7—I have been appointed by the people as one of their
delegates, and I allowed myseli to be so chosen to encourage people to
come forward and give frankly and freely that information you desire to
bave. I allowed myself to be nominated for the very purpose, and T am
prepared to do all T can to inavngurate any movement that might benefit
their condition, and promote more friendly relations between the proprietors
and the tenants generally amongst us. But though I was prepared to
make a little statement, and answer some questions if required, I find it
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quite unnecessary, because the general strain of the information you have SKYE.
recorded to-day is quite in accordance with my previous knowledge and Boam
information, [ have been in this island for thirty years, and have known BAES.
the people well, and I know personally a great many of the changes gev. Mr Reld.
referred to. I fepl it quite unnecessary on that account to detain you, who

have been so patient and considerate to all parties here to-day, and if I

wish to make any suggestions hereafter, as to the mode or manner in

which I would improve things if I am nct in Portres when we shall have

the pleasure of seetng you there, I shall use the privilege of committing a

few words to paper, and you can make any use of it you like. I have to

say here, in conclusion, that some of the elections of delegates have been
interfered with outside; but so far as this parish is concerned, there hag

not been a shadow of outside influence brought to bear on the crofters in

their election of delegates. T say that to the credit of all parties.

635, As we are not quite sure of seeing you again, there are one or
two questions I would like to ask you. How long have you been actually
resident as a minister in this parish ?—W’lthm a few months of thirty
years.

636. And your congregation of the Free Church is dispersed over the
whole surface of the parish +—Yes.

637. So you are acquainted with every part of it?—1 am acquainted
as well a8 can be expected with the people and their circumstances gener-
ally.

638, There was a curious statement made to account for the removal
of certain crofters at an early period. It is contained in the evidence of
Samuel Nicolson, who stated that people had been removed, T think from
their crofts at Sconser, in some degree on account of the Free Church
agitation, for having given an asylum to certain parties belonging to the
Free Church. Did you ever bear that mentioned as a tradition in the
country before ?—It was not a tradition with me at all. I had people
in my congregation who were removed for taking a prominent part in the
way of collecting or office-bearing or taking an interest in that great move-
ment. They bad to part with their lots, and it iz only within the last
two years that one of the most excellent men died, who took to being a
porter at the steamer in Portree after being tenant of a lot, and who had
been turned out simply because he had taken an interest in the Free
Church movement. It was not a matter of hearsay with me, beecause
several of my people have been so dealt with. Of course, feeling ran very
high, and one must make allowance for that ; and several parties suffered
severely, and lost their lots in consequence of giving countenance to the
cause, and sheltering those who had the courage to stand by the cause in
that respect. I could give instances here and there through the Braes, if
required. But all feeling of that sort has now disappeared ; so far as I
know, I think there is nothing of the kind.

639. In faet, the crofters do not suffer any injustice on accoun$ of
their religious persnasion +—Not that I am aware of.

[ADJOoTRNED.]
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SKYE. SKEABOST, SKYE, WEDNESDATY, MAY 9, 1883,
SkE4B0S & (See Appendiz A, I. and L)
Present —
Lord Narier axp Errricg, K.T., Chairman. ;
L Sir Kexxerd S. MacgExzIE, Bart.-

Dowarp CaMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P,
C. ¥Fraser-MacgINTOSH, Esq., M.P,
Sheriff Nicorsox, LL.D.

Professor Maciinsox, M A,

EmmLu;P WiLrism M‘Lorg, Crofter, Glen Bernisdale—examined. *

640, The Chairman.—What is your oceupation?—I work st the
roads.

641. Have you a croft +—VYes,

642. You are a crofter, and work at the roads3—Yes

643. Are you also 4 fisherman 7—VYes.

644. Are you a native of this place?—I was born in the parish of
Strath. I live in Glen. Bernisdale,

645. Have you been freely elected by the crofters in this place to be
their delegate 3—Yes.

646. You are perfectly acquainted with their interests and their
wishes I—Yes.

647. Will you be =o good as to state what are the grievances or hard-
ships, if any, of which they complain at this placet—Any statement [
make I would rather make in Gaelic. The first cause of the peoples’
poverty that I can mention is the smallness of their holdings and the
dearniess of them, and that the soil is so poor that it does not yield crop.
As a proof that our holdings are too small, our only implement of agricul-
ture is % stick with a crook at the end of it. We eall it 2 cas-chrom, and
if the stick has not a natural bend we have to mail a piece to it. Anyone
eapable of thinking must know that & man in two or three weeks cannot
work sufficient ground with this implement to support a family of seven
or eight. The place in whick I reside was a pasturage that was taken
from the people of Bernisdale forty-seveu years ago. At that time twenty-
four families were placed in the pasturage that was taken from the
Bernisdale people, and what was habitable of it was made inte lots, and
we got a share of the hill that was taken from these people along with it
‘We had not that hill pasture long when the landlord took part of it away
from us again,

648. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who was the landlord 1 Donald
Maedoneld, late of Taunara. He did not reduce our rents, but he gave us
sea-weed as compensation for the hili pasture of which he had deprived us.
He did not leave us the right of cutting sea-ware long before he charged
us for it. The landlord then came to poverty, and he lost the estate, and
was put under trustees, and when the trustees came into possession they
made some reduction of our rents, but we continned to pay for the sea-
weed as we had been paying. When the late Mr Kenneth M‘Leod of
Grishornish got the property we got back the right to cut sea-ware free,
bus cur present landlord makes us pay at present.

649, Who iz your present landlord?—Mr Lachlan Maedonald,
Skeabost, We have, however, some sea-ware connected with our land

* See Appendix A, 11,
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free, but we pay for the rest. He commenced to make us pay for the sea-
weed when he was at law about the shore, He was preventing us from
gathering shell-fish—oysters.

650, With whom was he at law 2—He was at law with one of his own
tenants ; and he did what was worse to us than that at the time. There
was a yair in the loch which was good for catehing herring. T have seen
in one night more than 300 barrels of herring caught in it. The loss of
the yair was worse to us than anything that was done to us since we came
to tke place, The landlord ordered the yair to be destroyed, and the
reason for that was that the people would be catching in the yair white fish,
—salmon,—and since the destruction of the yair not onefifth part of
the quantity of fish that used to be caught in the river has been caught.
I have not much more to say, but that the people are erowded upon each
other here. Skeabost and Bernisdale fifty years ago were in a very pros-
perous condition. Since then the tenants were taken from Skeabost and
Iocated in Berpisdale. When the tenants were put out of Skeabost [
had two lots, One of these was taken from me to accommodate another
man. When the late Mr Kenneth M‘Leod came into this property he
laid five days’ work upon each erofter. He did not long continue to exact
this labour from them ; but he laid an equivalent in money upon them—
10s, upon each croft-——and the payment of that sum in addition continued

BKYE.

SKEABOST.

Wil];m
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till last Martininas, when the present proprietor gave us down that swn in .

name of reduction of rent. Asthere are other witnesses to speak after me,
I have nothing further to say, unless I am questioned.

651. Have you any remedies to suggest whereby your condition, and
that of your fellow crofters, might be improved I do not think there can
be a more suitable remedy than to get more land at a suitable rent, and
security that we will not be evicted so long as we pay the rent, and
compensation for improvement,

652. Anything else in the way of remedy I—Hill pasture as well as
arable land.

653. Isthere any suitable land upon the estate, suited for this enlarge.
ment, for yourself and the other crofters?—There is not sufficient land
for that purpose on this property, to make comfortable the whole of the
erofters npon it.

654, Are you a fisherman ?—1 am not a fisherman, :

655. Are any of the people here now engaged in fishing 2—Yes, dovm
at Bernisdale there are fishermen.

636, Could the fishing be improved and developed if they had goays
where they could run up their boats and take shelter?—No doubt the
fishing would be improved to those who are accustomed to fish, if they
had quays.

657. Is this bay 2 zood place for fishing 1—At one time it was a good
place, but now it is not so good.

6538. Can you explain why it has fallen off 7—I cannot answer that
question.

659. Sir Kenneth Mackenziee—Do 1 understand there were twenty-
four families on this pasture ground to which you and the people alorgside
of you were moved twenty years ago?—The pasturage was taken from
the Bernisdale people, and twenty-four families were located on that
pasturage.

660. Where did they come from, these twenty-four families 3—They
came from differect places.

661. Chiefly from where —That was before the people were removed
from Skeabost at all,

662. Then, from what property did these twenty-four people come #—



SKYE.

SEEABOST,

William
A ‘Lare.

40 Highlands and Islands Commission.

From different properties. Most of them came from M‘Leod of M‘Leod’s
property. .

663. Where did you come from? 1}d you come yourself or did your
father come %—I was borp in the parish of Strath, and came here when I
was about three years of age.

664. Your father came from the parish of Strath +—Yes.

665, On Lord Macdonald’s property 1My mother was a widow woman,
and the croft there was too henvy for her to keep, and she came to this
quarter.

666. Whose property were you on at Strathi—Lord Maedonald's pro-

erty.
P 667. How many tenants were taken from Skeabost to Bernisdale?—I
cannot exactly say, but I think there were about twenty tenants in
Skeabost the last time they were removed.

668. How long is it since their removal took place +—I cannot say.

669. But you lost half of your land at that time, and you should
know }—Tt will be between seven and eight years, so far as 1 can mind.

670. And you lost half of your land at that time +—Yes.

671. And your rent was paid at that time?—Yes.

672. You had ne difficulty in paying rent?—Not at that time
Twenty families were removed from Skeabost. I do not hnow whether
the whole of them were gent to Bernisdale or not,

673. And that land at Skeabost is now in the proprietor's own oecupa-
tion —Yes, that land is now in the proprieter’s own vccupation.

674. He does not let any of it —No.

675. You mentioned that the late Mr Macdonald of Grishornish put
five days’ labour npon you. To what purpose waz that labour applied 1—
It was called duty work.

676. What work was it =—Any work he would have to do.

677. Such as +—Working land, and whatever work he would have to
do.

678. But was it for your benefit or for his I—For his own benefit.

679. You did not mske roads for yourselves or piers or anything of
that sort+—No.

680. Were you reaping crop for him I—VYes, :

681. You said that one of the remedies for your poverty would be an
increased hotding—have the people of Bernisdale sufficient means to stock
increased holdinge if you got holdings large enough to please you —Well,
I believe they have not in the meantime, for what stock they have iz not
their own,

683, Is it not their own now —No.

683, Whose stock is it?—It belongs to the merchants and to the
proprietor.

684, In what way to the merchants?—For meal. I was speaking to
& man ontside before I came in, and he told me he had upwards of £400
on the Skeabost estate for meal.

685. They are in debt to the merchants 7—Yes.

686, And how does it belong to the proprietor +—For arrears of rent.

687. Were they ever clear of the merchants and the propristor?—
Well, I cannot say whether they were all clear of rent, but I know they
were not so much sunk 2s they are at present.

688, How long will it be since you think they were clear or nearly
elear -—About forty-six or forty-seven years ago—before the pasture was
takon off,

689. Has no new pasture been given you of late years 7—No,

G20. I have understood, not to-day but previously, that there was stock



Minutes of Evidence, 41

put on here for which the proprietor advanced the money +—1I did not hear
of that.

691. How is your stock managed? Has it any common mark —We
have a joint stock and mark ; and our summing of sheep in Pernisdale is
sixteen sheep, and in Glen, where I live, it is eight sheep.

692, Are the sales made in common, or do you each sell your own —
There are two managers of the whole of the stock—two of the crofters.

633. Are the stock sold in one lumnp, or does each man sell his ownt
—1It is gold in one lump.

694, And the money is divided +—The money is divided.

695. Managed like a big farm +—The very same.

69€. How many cows are you entitled to keep —Two cows and two
stirks,

697. TIa that for the whole croft or the half =Tt is for the whole eroft
in the Glen. We have the same summing of cows as in Bernizdale, but
they have double the summing of sheep.

698. And how many horses —QOne or two, but the ground officer has
two horses.

699. How much arable land have you?—Well, T cannot tell the exact
acreage, and in case it might be said afterwards that I gave false evidence,
I wonld rather not say anything about that.

700. Do you know how many barrels of potatoes you plant each year?
—Sometimes four and sometimes four and a half, up and down, as I can
manage to get manure.

701. And how much corn do you sow —About two bolls.

702. What i3 a boll here I—Six bushels.

703. Is that oats or barley 1—Oats.

704. Do you sow any barley —No harley ; barley would not grow.

705. Nor bere 2—No, the soil being so poor.

706. What rent do you pay 1Till last Martiomas T was paying £5,
but when the 10s. for duty work was taken off me I only pay £4, 103
now.

707. For the whole croft —For the whole croft.

708. You have then eight sheep, two cows, and two stirks, ard fand
that will plant four or four and a half barrels of potatoes, and two bolls
of six bushels—that is one and s half quarters—of oats; and the rent is
£4, 10s. now +—VYes.

709. Have you a full stock?—Yes, but I buy from £32, 10a. to £3
worth of provender for winter, for the eroft will not produce so munch as
will winter the two cows and two stirks.

710. Do you give the corn to the stirks along with the straw?—1
thresh some of the corn. Owing to the scarcity of it, I must give some
to the cattle without threshing. It would be cheaper for me to buy seed
oats,

711. How deep do you dig your crofts 2—In some places we cultivate
the eroft to the depth of 2 inches, and in some places to a depth of 14
inch, and in some places perhaps € inches,

712, But you can get below 6 inches?—No, it is seldom we can get
that,

713. Would a spade go down deeper 7—A spade would not go through
the rock.

714. But the rock is not in every place %—¥Where there is no rock there
i3 gravel.

715. A good deal of it might be drained, might it not +—T believe it
could be made better by improving it.

716. By trenching }—Yes.
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717. And by draining +—Yes,

718, Does anybody in your place drain or trench at all—Well, [
have seen when trenching and draining were going en, but the result would
be that they would be fined by the preprietor.

719. A rise of rent?—A rise of rent; and if they refuse to give the
rise of rent they would be deprived of their holding, and it would be given
to some one else whko would give the rise.

720, Do you remember how long it is since a case of that kind
oceurred =—Well, it was not during this proprietor’s reign, nor that of the
proprietor before him.

721. Would the proprietor give you a lease? Did anybody ever ask
for a lease I—1I believe they did, and he gave a lease to a few.

722, For what length of time 7T think it was ten years.

723. Not more ?—Not more, but we could not improve the land, for
the production of the land would not keep us during the time we would
be improving it.  'We had to be at other work, to suppert our families.

724, But you are at home most of the winter?t—No, I cannot be at
home any day [ can work. owing to the kind of work T have.

723. What is the work *—Keeping a piece of the road in repair.

726. You have constant employment —Yes,

727. 3r Clameron.—You say that no improvement has taken place on
the land held by the crofters =—Not of late.

728. How long ago is it sinee the last improvement was made? You
say it was not in the time of the present landlord or the landlord before
him +—No, I do not think it was.

725. Can you fix any date?—No, I cannct fix any date.

730. How many years is it since the last land was improved do you
think ?—1 believe it will be as far back as twenty years ago—at least no
improvement I know of. There might be a little, but nothing worth
speaking of, )

731. And the people do not improve the land for fear the rent would
be raised upon them +—1I know it was the case In former times.

732. But, if it is not the same proprietor that used to raise the rent
upon them when they made improvements before, what is the cause of the
fear of the people that the rent will now be raised I—It is not the fear of
making the improvements, but they caonot stay at home to make the
improvements,

733. If you never tried the present proprietor to see if he would raise
the rent uwpon you, why is it that the people are afraid to make improve.
ments, for fear of the rent being raised 2—I have no Jdoubt but this
proprictor would allow compensation for improvements if the people could
atay.

y734. I am not speaking of the question of compensation lor improve.
ments, but you said the people would not improve the land for fear of the
rent being raised, and you told us that that kad not been dune either
during the present proprietor’s time or his predecessor’s, but that it was
twenty years ago. Now why do not the people improve their iand for
fear of the rent being raised when they have had no experience of the rent
being raised in the present proprietor’s time?—I know ths present
proprietor would not raise the rent.

735. Then you modify your answer, that the fear of having their rent
raised influences them #—It did in faormer times, but not now.

T36. 8ir Kenneth Mackensie.—You sald that you had constant
employment, and therefore had not spare time to improve your croft.
But your neighbours go away for work in the summer time, and are at
home in winter, and if they are not afraid of having their rent raised, why
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"is it they idle away their time and don’t do something to improve the land §
—1 did not say they idled away their time iu the winter time.

737. But they are not generlly away from home in the winteri—
No.

738. What are they doing%—In the township where I live, some of
them are in the service of the proprictor and some away working at
other places. They will be thiuking that far befter than improving the
land. .

739. Then, from the new year till they begin to crop the land, what are
they doing?—1It i3 very seldom they can do any outside work in this
quarter on account of the weather,

740. Mr Cameron.—Now, coming to the question of compensation for
improvements, you say you would like to have compensation promised for
improvements —1I do.

741. You bave told us that for the last twenty years no improvements
have been attempted I—Not that T am aware of.

742, Do you think that improvements would have been attempted if
there had been a reasonable prospect of compensation?—Yes, and the
holdings enlarged.

743. But if there had been reasonable prospect of compensation —-
Yes,

744, Now, how would you propose that should be given? In what
form ?—Compensation when the present tenant would lsave.

745. But would any of the present tenants ever be likely to leave b—
Well, T do not know; if they eould find better places I believe they
would.

746. I mean, of their own free will?-Yes, if they could find better
places, T am quite certain they wonld leave.

747. But in the actual condition of affairs in Skye, such as we find
existing, would any of the crofters be likely, of their own free will, to
leave, and therefore ask for compensation for having improved their land {
—That is a question T cannot answer.

748. Would they be likely to emigrate to America +—They would get
nothing in Awmerica but vacant land, and they have plenty of that in their
own country.

749, But they would not like to go to America 7—No, they would not
like to go to America. I know that,

750. Then how would occasion arise to get compensation if the people
do not leave? You were asked just now the remedies you would saggest
for the existing state of things now complained of, and you suggest that
one of the remedies would be compensation for improvements. You first
told us that no improvements have been made here for the last twenty years,
and that when I asked you when compensation sheuld be given, you did
not seem to know exactly +—Yes, fixity of tenure and ecompensation for any
improvements,

751. But we want to know what you, as representing the croftems,
actually wish? We do not want the mere catch words “fixity of tenure™
and ‘‘ compensation for improvements;” but we want, being on the spot
here, to find out exactly what it is you want.  Now, with regard to this
compeasation, if you went away it would be reasonable to expect you should
get compensation ; but suppose the crofters do not leave the country of their
own free will, in what way wonld you wish the proprietor to give you com-
pensation, or how would you bring it about?—By giving me 2 reduction
Jf rents according to the work I did.

752, That is to say, for every acre of land you improved, he should
give you a reduction on the old rent }—Yes,
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753. Of course, T was talking of your going away of your own free
will. I suppose you are not afraid here of being arbitrarily evicted?
—No,

754, Would you like to have fixity of tenure, or leases It is all the
same,—fixity of tenure or perpetual,

763, Long leases +—Yes.

756. What doyou call a sufficiently long lease t—Thirty or forty years.

757. Are you and your neighbours in fear of being arbitrarily evicted
by the present proprietor —DNa.

7588, But you think, viewing the possibility of ancther proprietor or
somebody in whom you would not have the same confidence, you would
like to have long leases =—We would.

759. Would you like more land +—Yes.

760. Now, how do you propose to stock that land +—Well, we could
not stock the land in our present position, but through time we would be
able to stock the land if we got it.

761. But how would you do in the meantime%—We were thinking
Government would be allowing some money to improve the land, and that
we would try some other means of stocking it.

762, What other means could you try? Would the merchants allow
you any more money —The bank might allow us money, and get the stock
for security.

763. The bank might advance the money 3 Yea.

764, Sheryf Nicolson.—But does not the stock already belong to the
laird and the merchants %—This is new stock.

765. Mr Cameron.-—Do you think the bank would advanece you money
to stock 2 farm when they kuew that the stock you already had was mort-
gaged to the merchants -—Well, it is not the case with the whole, though
it is the case with some.

766. It iz not the case with the whole 7—No.

767. And in the case of those whose stock is not pledged to the mer-
chants, have these people any little amount of ready money at their
hand to deal with 2—\Vell, that is a question I cannot answer. It s the
banker who knows that. I know some who would stock the most of their
crofts if they got larger holdings, and that would give more room to the
rest, and maybe would improve their condition,

768. So yon think some of the crofters,—those who are tolerably well
off,—might get other farms, and leave their places to be added to the crofts
of those who remain, and so increase the holdings all round 7—VYes.

769. As a proof of the poverty of the people here, you state that they
use the cas-chrom 7~ Yes,

770. But, as I understand, the arable land which each crofter has,
measured by the quantity of oats and potatoes that are sown, amounts to
3 or 4 acres I believe between 31 and 4—some larger and some less,

771. But is that not rather a large amount of land to work in the old-
fashioned way with the crooked spade 7—It is too large, and in some cases
we must take a horse's work out of a woman; we get them to harrow,—
and while slavery is done away with in other countries, it is likely to eon-
tinue here.

772. But what I want to ask you is why you use the crooked spade
and the woman's labour. Why don’t you work your crofts in the usual
way with horses and plongh —We have no horses,

773 And that is why you sc use the crooked spadel—TYes, and in
some cases we have to wait. We are prevented by climate and weather
from getting our seed in.  We have to get a day and two days of a plough
from other estates, and we pay at the rats of £1 a day for a pair of horses,
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and you might call it additional rent, though we do not pay it to the
landlord,

774, But could not two neighbouring erofters join together as they do
in other parts of the country, and then each would have what they call the
“side of a horse,” and work the land in that way —Dut we have no keep-
ing for the horses.

775. In fact, you are too poor to have horses 7—All too poor to have
horses. If I cannot winter two cows and two stirks, how would I keep a
horse ¢

776. Professor Mackinnon.—What about your own croft before it was
halved? Was it big enough +—It was not enough at ali. 1t was never
subdivided.

777. I thought you said you had only half a eroft3—I had two crofts,
and one of them was taken from me.

778, Were those two crofts not big enongh t—No, they were not big
enough.

779. Had you a horse at the time®—No, for thers was not a horse
allowed on the estate. There was no grazing for horses,

780. Buppose you got an opportunity of stocking a good enough croft,
would you be able to do so?—No, I could not. Perhaps, through time I
might try it,

781, I think you said alse there was not sufficient room on this estate
for the tenants'upon it to make them comfortable —No, I know there

“is not.

782, What do you propose to do with the rest +—Give them crofts in
neighbouring places. There is plenty of land there.

783. But suppose the neighbouring places reguire all they have for
themselves 7—No, they do not.

784. At what places would you say there is land where there are no
people +—There iz plenty of land at Skerrinish and Scorrybreck, and
Kingsburgh.

785,2Skheriff Nicolson.—But does not that belong to Lord Maedonald ¢
—1I know that. On every side there is plenty of land fit for cultivation,
for most of it was cultivated Lefore.

786, Professor Mackinnon.—And the fixity of tenure you mean is
just a long lease I—Yes.

T87. And if removed at the end of the lease, then compensation for
improvements +—Yes.

T88. Do you consider the rents at present too high?—I do, in some

cases,

789. But I believe some of them are not so in Bernisdale +—I know
some are too dear in Bernisdale,

790. That is the place you know best +—Yes,

T9L. Sheryf Nicolson.—What do yoo consider a proper rent for your
own present half croft 1—My present croft is £4, 10s., and I know it wounld
be dear enough at £3.

792, Does it support your two cows?—It is not wintering for them,
and I buy between £2, 10s, and £3 worth of provender yearly for them.

793, Have you asked for a lease —No,

794, Why not 2—Because I do not see a place worth asking a lease of,

795. And your land was not improved —I could not improve it;
I was working.

796. Is the work you are accustomed to engage in, upon the roads,
more profitable—better for your family +—Yes, for my family would starve
if I should stay to improve the eroft.

797, Then, if you got more land, would you give up working at the
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roads-1 do not know. [f [ found the land sufficient to support my
fumily I would give up any work except the land itself,
798. The Chairman.—You spoke of twoe occasions on which people

‘were brought in from other places and loecated at Bernizdale—twenty-four

families from various parts of the country, and about twenty families from
Skeabost +—Yes ; but 1 did not say that they 2ll came to Bernisdale when
Bkeabost was evieted the last time,

799. But you think the first time there were twenty-four families ; and
about how many do you think came to Bernisdale from Skeabost$—I
cannot exactly say.

800. Do you think there were ten +—1I think there were more.

801. Suppose there were ten, that would be thirty-four families here,
brought into Bernisdale from other places 7—Yes.

802, Were the whole of these thirtyfour families located upon the
common pasture ground formerly belonging to Bernisdale +—Yes.

203, Al located upon the common pasture ground $—Yes.

804, Then, when these new families were placed upon the common
pasture ground of Bernisdale, what pasture ground remained to the people
of Bernisdale 2—Just a small portion of what they had formerly.

B03. How were the new families provided with houses ?—They built
buts for themselves. They were not houses,

806, You say each built his own house 1—Yes.

807. Did they receive any assistance from the proprietor in the form
of timber or windows or doors, or anything of that sort +—Well, I do not
think they did; I do not know of any case where they did.

808. On these particular occasious you are not aware that the pro-
prietor gave them any assistance towards the building of the houses 73—
No.

809. Or any assistance given them towards making the fences round
the arable ground+—No. They make their fences themselves. These
were turf dyles.

810. When they were removed from their former dwellings, especially
when they were removed from Skeabost, did they get any compensation
fur the houses -which they left and which were pulled down ?—The roofs
of the houses were valued, and they were paid the prices.

811, How much is the roof of an old house valued at?—Tt depends
upon what kind of roof iz on the house. Some are valued at £3 and some
at £2, and some are not worth 30s,

812. Do you think that any of the Skeabost people bought the timber
of the old houses to make the roofs of their new houses here with 2—That
is according to how the proprietor and themselves would agree about the
roof of the house.

813. Then the proprietor wonld give them 30s., £2, or £3 of compen-
s1tion for the roof of a house?—Yes, according to valnation.

814. And the crofters would buy wood with that money for the roof
of thair new houses —Yes.

815, No other form of compensation 7—Not that T am aware of.

816. When these people came and were settled upon the pasture land
of Bernisdale, did the crofters, of Dernisdale, who formerly enjoyed the
common pasture, have their rent reduced in consequence of the pasture
being taken away, or did they continue to pay the same rent for the
reduced ground which they had paid for the whole ground #—1T think they
continusd to pay the same rent, bul you will hear witnesses from the

lace,
P 217. When the new people were brought in and located spon the
common pasture, and while they were preparing their arable ground and
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making the necessary improvements for their subsistence, were they allowed
to sit reut free, or was the rent exacted {rom the moment of thelr arrival}
—From the moment they entered. )

818. Was the amount which they paid in the beginninzg on the same
scale as the usual rents for land already improved t—The very same.

819. Were any of the new people located upon the arable ground
belonging to the old people of Bernisdale? Was the arable land uf the
ald erofts subdivided at all?—No, 1 do not think if, but the pasture was
taken off the Bernisdale people, and what was fit for arable land was ent
into crofts and given to the new people.

£20. But the old arable land was not subdivided and reduced?—1I do
not think it was,

E831. Now, supposing that more land were given to the crofters for
arable, and supposing they got the leases which you spoke of, what des-
cription of improvements would they be likely to make?—By getting the
laud stocked, they would come to improve the land through time, for I see
other people who are keeping large families and thriving on these
{arms,

822. Would they, for .instance, buy lime for the improvement of the
s0il7—If they would be able to boy it they would, or i the proprietors
would buy lime for them, they would pay interest on the capital, and
instalments.

223, If additional land wers given them would they be likely to make
tile drains and stone drains?—If they could afford to buy tiles, and I
believe they would make stone drains.

£24. Would they, if the laudlord would advance money for such
improvements for drains, pay interest upon them 7 They would.*

825. Is all rent payable in labour—all obligation to labour—now
abolished 1—Well, it is abolished here.

826. All obligation to labour is now abolished Lere —Yes.

827. And the compensation money which was exacted, iustead of the
labour, is that also abolished %It is abolished.

828. Is it suspended or abolished 2—1I think it is done away with
altogether.

£29. You complain that there are no horses to perform the work of
the crofts '—No horses.

830. Does the landlord forbid people to keep horses, or is it merely
- their poverty which prevents them keeping them ?-They have no grazing
for the horses. They cannot keep them.

831, But does the landlord forbid it %—It was forbidden here, for I
knew people in Bernisdale fiued for kecping horses,

832. What is the reason there is a greater oljection to keeping horses
than to keeping eows%—Becanse they do not get any work out of the
horses except in the spring time for a few days, and they get use of the
cows all the year round.

833. That is the objection of the people, but what objection has the
landlord to your keeping horses ¢ —The landlord knows well enough there
is no keeping for the horses. One horse will require as much grass as
two cows,

834. Suppose that the landlord was not able to increase the area of
arable ground for the crofters, would it still be of advantage to the crofters
that the area of the common pasture should be increased ¥—1t would be of
advantage.

835. What stock would they put upou it if they had an increase of
cominon pasture +—Sheep.

836, They could not keep horses merely on the common pasture }—

* See Appendiz 4, 1L
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They could not kezp horses, and they could not keep any more cattle, for
they would have no wintering for the cattle.

837. But they could keep sheep —Yes.

838. I want to ask you about the fishing. You stated that there was
a yair which in former times existed, and by means of which a great
quantity of herring was caught. Where was this yair placed, and what
was the nature of it?—J1t was placed on Lord Macdonald's estate, on the
other gide of the loch, just opposite this church,

839. What was it like =—It was a stone dyke, but one end of it was
onu dry land, and going out with a semi-circle into the sea, and at ebb tide,
if the herring went in there, they were caught by the dyke.

B40. Was it destroyed by the proprietor of Skeabost or by Lord
Maecdonald +—By the aunthority of Skeabost and Lord Macdonald's factor
tozgether.

841. Why did they destroy it #—For fear the people would be catch-
ing salmon.

842, Did they ever catch salmon in the place —Yes, very often.

813. Then, did they bring the szlmon to the proprietor, or did they
keep the salmon to themselves 7—They kept the salmon for themselves, for
they had more need for them.

844. H such a yair were re-established hers, do you think they would
still eatch herring in it%—1I do; for the herring would stand the same
chance of being there as in former times,

845. And do you think, if they were allowed to rebuild it, that they
would bring the salmon honestly to the proprietor or not —That I cannot
answer, but it is my opinion they would not.

846. I want to ask you something about the method of cultivation.
In former times we are told there used to be a run-rig system—the land
was divided every three years, in new portions between the crofters —I
believe that was the case, but T do not mind of that.

847, There are no remains of that system of cultivation now +—No.

848. Did you ever hear the people say they regretted that that system
vas abolished -—Yes.

849. You have heard them say they regretted its abolition +—Yes.

850. What do you think about it ?—Well, I don't know, for I did not
22 that method in my time, and therefore I cannot make any distinetion,

851. Did you ever see it in any other part of the country +—XNo.

852. Do you think that any of the people would like to see that
system brought back again V1 am not sure.

853. Prafessor Mackinnon.—Do you work under another, or are you
& contractor =—1I am a contractor,

854 Mr Cameron.—What wages do you pay +—Frum 2a to 2s 6d.
a day.

865. Sherif Nicolson.—Are you aware that yairs are prohibited
now by Act of Parliament as a means of catching salmont—I was not
aware of that. They knocked down some pieces of that dyke, so as
to let out the salmon fish, and they would be allowed to rebuild it
acain when the salmon fishing was over, and then it was knocked down
eutirely.

856. Have the houses of the tenants about herefbeen very much im-
proved t—Yes,

857. Doea the lendlord lend any assistance in doing that 2—The land-
lord pays the whole expense of the house, and charges 5 per cent. of
interest upon the houses he builds; and in the case of any one who builds
a house &t his own expense, the proprietor wiii give tum compensation
fccording to valuation, in the event of his leaving or being removed.
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858. Does he give any assistance for improving the ocutside of the
liouses —He gives them lime,

§59. For pointing the walls #—Yes,

860. Is that given free of charge?™—I do not know whether they
bouglt it themselves or whether ke gave it them ; but I know that is the
charge he makes for the money expended on the houses.

861. Are there any regulations on the estate with regard to the honses ?
- There are no regalations, except that they have to pay the interest for
the houses along with the rent,

862, The Chairman.—I have been reminded, since I spoke to you
about the yair that a yair is now prohibited by law for the purpose of
catching salmon. Now, I want to know if the yair was put up for the
purpose of catching berring, and if salmon got into it, would the crofters
or the fishermen allow the salmon {0 go free, and be contented to take the
herrings and other fish — During the summer season there were very
seldom any herring got in the yair, and the people wounld allow the wall to
be broken down in some places so as to let the salmon out, and then, when
the salmon season was over, to rebuild it, and it would catch the herring
then.

863. Then de you think it might be so arranged that the yair should
be re-established without injuring the salmon fishing 2—1 think it could.

864. But would the people honestly aceept that, or would they use it
for the purpose, occasionally, of catching and keeping salmon +—The people
would not be against breaking the yair in some places so as to let out the
salmon, and so that they could net cateh the salmon. I do mot know
whether they would bave the bonesty of going to the proprietor with the
salmon or not.

865, But it is against the law to take salmon in that way. Wonld
they lot the salmon go free into the seat—VYes, the salmon would go free
in spite of them, where they got a place to escape.

866, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.— As matter of fact, were the salmon you
caught s very small proportion of the quantity of herrings caught in former
times #—Very small

867. The Chairman.—How many years have you been herol—
I have been seitled where I live at present for forty-four years in the
same croft.

868. Speaking generally, since you can recollect, do you think
that your neighbours—the people round here-—are poorer, worse dressed,
worse fed, and worse in their circumstances now than they used to be,
or do you think they are better off, and live better than they did I
know that they are far poorer than they were in former times when I came
here,

869. What about the food 7—As to the food, I do not know what
food they eat; I see very few of them taking their food, but I know they
are poorer in circumstances, for they are sunk in debt.

870. Do you remember the state of the people before the grest potato
loss in 1846 3—Well, it is very little I mind of that.

871, But do you believe the condition of the people was much deterior-
ated by the disease in the potatves +—1I believe it was.

872. Now, speaking of the cottars, labourers, what was the daily
wage of the labourer thirty years ago +—Working to the proprietors roand
about here they would get 1s. & day; and in some times of the year,
during the cutting of the hay and harvest, a8 man would get 2s. and a
woman 6d. or 9d. At this moment a man gets Zs. from Skeabost, and a
woman 1s,

873. Now, are the labourers and cottars worse off than when they got

»
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15 & day, or is it only the crofters that are worse off 9—They are worse off
tuan when they got ls. ’

874, What as to the cottars 7—As to the cottars, I cannot say much
about them, but the only thing I can say is that the coltars are a2 burden
on the crofters,

875. Have you any other observation you wish to make before you
retire 7—I do not know of any observation I have to make. I have made
the oniy suggestions I know of for improving our condition—that is, plenty
of land and reasonable rent.

876. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You talk sbout reasonable rents. You
mentioned just now that you saw the large farmers all make money. Do
you think the large farmers all pay reasonable rents }-—The large farmers
have a better chance of making money than the small farmers, where they
have great tracts of land well stocked.

877. But that is not the question. I am asking about the rent.
What do you think a reasonable rent +—I would think a reasonable rent
for a croft capable of keeping five cows and 2 horse aud between forty and
fify sheep should be sbout £7.

878. And if you put two of them together, what would you think a
reazonable rent for the two of them ?—Double that rent.

879. And you say the same thing if you put four together. You
think four times the amount a reasonable reat #—7Yes,

830. But pow the largs farmer pays a much bigger rent than that.
How far would you go om at that rate of rent +—Well, I do oot know
bow far I would go on, but T would think that reasonable.

881. It is very much lower than the largs farmer pays 7—I know that
people coming from better places buy land in the Highlands free for about
twenty-five reats, and we are here after paying twenty-five rente for our
land and we have to pay the same yet.

832, You don’t pay the twanty-five rents in one year?—Not in one
year,

Jorx BeTRUNE, Crofter, Bernisdale—zxzamined.

883. T%he Chawman.—Have you got a croft at this moment+—Half &
croft.

834. How long have you had it?—More than forty years.

885. Have you been s fisherman? —-Yes, I was a fisherman from my
youth.

886. Iave you heard all the previous delegate said, and have you
understood what he said 3—1I hesrd the most part of it

887, Do you wish to add anything with reference to the hardships-
alleged to be suffered by the people, and as to the remedies which have
been suggested 1 —Our place is divided into three portions.

838. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—\What place —DBernisdale, Tam in the
centre of Bernisdale. My successor is now located in the pasturage which
belonged to the holdings on which I am now. We are much straitened by
the smallness of the holdings and the crowded state in which we are.
There are many half crofts on which nine souls live—eighteen souls on
one croft—and twelve on some, and from that downwards, and the popula-
tion iz double what I have seen it to be in my young days. The only
thing that wounld remedy our ills, as the previons witness alluded to, is
that we should get more land.  As for me [ am getting old, and 1 will not
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reed it, but the rising generation will need it. The land is all gone. W
sre cropping the land for the last sixty-eight years every year, and the soil
is just gone, and should I sow a bull or two of cats, maybe I will not
have what I sow in the ground. Last year I had not what I sowed, and
the most of the people are in the same condition. T am speaking for the
people as for myself. If they had what land would support their families
they would be very well off. They might leave a piece of the ground out,
and sow it down with grass. That wounld make strong ground, and it
would produce good corn again.  When I was here first, in the year 1830,
before old Mr Macdonald bought the place, we were very well off. We
were not in need of buying any meal or anything, because we had plenty
of ground. We had zll the Glens that man possessed, and some other
glens, and we are toiling that ground every year. We bad & fold for our
cows and plenty corn at that time. I never saw my father buying a boll
of meal all the time he was in the place.

889, What family had he }—Four sons and a servant. How bad the
day is that we have not & hill to keep a cow or a horse! We cannot keep
any ¢ows on the hill, or a horse? We have to till the ground ourselves
with a crooked spade, as a man told before, and women are harrowing
the place withont a horse. DBut there is a thing worse than that
altogether—we will not get the ground toiled till May, because we have
no horse. The people hereabout whe have horses labour their own ground
before we can get any horses. Should I get a horse here, I would keep
a horse myself,—I saw in the place here some years age a man who had a
horse, and he had grazing in another place summer and winter, and he
brought it back here to the village, and he was fined £4, 10s. by the
factor and ground officer for taking the horse to plough the gmund
There were two of them fined for doing such a thing.

890. Ay Cameron.—How long was that ago 2—When Mr Robertson
was factor for M:Leod, It was not by this proprietor at all. They got a
summons of removal, and they paid £4, 10a. for that. Ancther bad th'lng
that was done on the people here was this. When MLeod got the estate
— Kenneth M‘Leod, who bought the place twenty-two or twenty-three
years ago—there were only twenty-two crofts on Bernisdale. Well, they
had a cow, a piece on the hill, and a bit of the bill was left. The best
part of the hill is in the hands of the proprietor himself, where we used to
have our cows and horses. When M‘Leod bought the estate, we had
only a cow, and a piece on the hill, We are obliged to put sheep on
the bhill, and the people, when they sold their cattle, were in debt,
and most of them could not keep sheep on the ground at all. He told
them he would give them sheep till they would pay it, or else that he
would pay the grazing. So be put sheep on the kill ground himself,
and when he saw there was some profit in the sheep—some yeara they
would have £4, £3, or 50s,—he never gave them a shilling for the
grazing. They were obliged to pay the rent, and he had the profit of
the grazing himself Mr Macdonald, the landlord that is here to-
day, followed the same state as his uncle. He promised to pay the
people for the grazing of the sheep, and when he went over again he
would not do it at all He would not pay them a shilling, and
that money is lying in the hands of Mr Macdonald yet for eight
or nine years. When he removed the people from Skeabost he gave a
few of them sheep gratis for removal.

B91. Skeriff Nicolson.—Do you refer to the present landlord +—Yes,
ke removed them from Skeabost, eight or nine families, and gave sheep
to them, but he never paid the grazing to the people. There is nothing
left us but to get more land, and how can any man live upon a small bit
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of land, say 3 acres, when there are nine souls upon that 3 acres? When
the people till the ground they are obliged to go away to the south country
or to the fishing to pay the rent and to pay the meal their family use all
the year. Another thing is done here, too. Surely, if any of you gentlemen
is a proprietor—and I see one proprietor here, but he never did any ill to
bis tenants, that is Mr Macdonald of Treaslane—surely yon will allow the
tenants to manage their own cattle and sheep. Suorely there is no man
who ean manage my stock better than myself. Mr Macdonald has put a
man over our atock to manage them.

893, The Chairman.—Which Mr Macdonald +—The present one. We
are not allowed to buy or sell anything, but the manager he sends over us
to manage our sheep. Surely the proprietor has no right to take posses-
sion of the land that I am paying for to him. 1If the people allowed a -
man to build a little house on the pasture, he paid £2 to the proprictor
for that. The people are not allowed to get a farthing of that. When Mr
Robertson was factor when Mr Macdonald was here, there was a mab out
of our pasture, and he charged £2 of rent apon him on the ground we paid.
Is that right ?

893. Sheryf Nicolson.—Can you tell us anything about the taking
away of the right to the shell-fish =—Yes, I saw a poor crippled man here
that gathered a few oysters on the shore here, and they put him in jail —
a poor erippled man, with one leg, put in jail for gathering a score or half
a score of oysters !

894, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—1s the sea shore not open to anybody,
then 7—No, T do pot think it.

895. Sheriff Nieolson.—Who arrested that man? By whose orders
was it done ?—1I believe it was by the orders of the present proprietor, Mr
Macdonald. He was proprietor at the time, at any rate.

896. Was the shore formerly a good place for oysters +—Yes, but they
are all gone now.

897. Did the people use all to lift them —Yes, they lifted them from
all quarters here.

898, And the laird puat o stop to that?--Yes Speaking about the
sea-warg here, when we had the sea-ware before, it was divided into shares.
Tt was the best sca-ware, and they would cast lots for it, and that was
very good for the people to manure their ground. To-day we will not get
% dust of it unless I am a favourite with the ground officer of the pro-
prietor. A favourite will get plenty of it; and it is not this year or last
year or many years back.

899. Mr Cameron.—Are you 2 favonrite 1—Oh, sometimes.

Sheriff Nicolson.—Have you got any of the sea-warel—About two
years ago they appointed me a bit of it, and when I went there were
only eight or nine creels of it, and I left it to themselves.

900. Are there any oysters now at all %—Very few.

901. What has become of them +—1I do not know.

902. Do not the people take them all away 7—No, they don't; but
they went away themselves someway or another. I do not know what is
the reason of that.

903. Don't you know that an oyster bed will be destroyed if the
oysters—young and old—are taken away t—Surely.

904. Was not that the case 7—I do not think it

903. If people from all directions were taking the oyaters, thers
would not be many left -—No, they would take them all ; but there are a
few left. T was there about a month ago and I saw a few oysters there,
but there are not many.

906. Were the people prohibited from lifting any other shell-fish excopt
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oysters 1—I do not think it. They were not prohibited from collecting i SKYE.

any other shell-fish except the oysters.

907, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—In regard to the management of the
commeon pasturage, how long is it since the proprietor put a man on to
manage the stock for you ?—The ground officer is managing our sheep
stock since we Jmned them all fogether,

908. How long is it since you joined them all together 7—1It iz only a
few years back. Since then the proprietor put a manager over us. In the
year 1861 we jelned stock.

209, Twenty-two years ago +—Yes ; it was M‘Leod at that time.

910. Before that each man had his own stock ; Yes, they had cattls
on the hill and a few sheep.

911. And after that time they ea.ch bad & share in vne stock +—Ves,
each had a share.

912. And the proprictor gave the sheep to some of thom 7—Yes, he
possessed about seven or eight shares of the hill.

913. And he put his manager on to help o manage it?—He had a
manager on the place, and he had grazing bimself. He never paid a
shilling to the people for the grazing. They paid all the rent besides that,
In the case of a man who pays £8 of rent, maybe MTLeod would gel £8
or £3 or £4 for that poor man's grazing,

914, Whom did he get the £3 or £4 from ?—From the income of the
sheep. Mr M‘Leod had a share of the stock kimself.

915. Wkat is the stock on the hill ?—There were about 400 sheep on
the hill.

916. And how many shares were in it #—There were twenty-two shares
at that time, and M‘Leod had seven or eight at any rate of those twenty-
two shares, and when the people could not stock the place he told them he
would keep sheep on the hill for the people, and that he would give them
the sheep until they would pay it. No, he did not give them that, but
when he saw there was a little profit on the income of the sheep when they
were 80ld as wool and wedder, he did not give them anything. He kept
the profit to himself. Tfe said ¢ they pay the whole rent,’ and they did not

et any.
¢ 917. But the stock was one whole stock? Was not the rent paid and
all expenses paid before the profits were divided +—Yes. The profit was
£80,—£4 on each share. Every man would get his share, and M‘Leod
would get seven or eight shares,

918. But you only find out the profit after paying the expenses +—The
rent was paid. ‘

919. And all the expenses }~And all the expenses,

920. And then, what wasover was the profit +—We were wanting him,
because he had the sheep on the farm, to pay the grazing of the sheep to
us. The grazing belongs to the tenant. Every crofter had sixteen sheep.
The grazing belongs ko the people when they pay the rent. They would
require to get payment for their own grazing from Mr MLeod—2s. 6d.
for every sheep. That would make £2 each he put in his pocket belong-
ing to the people for eight or nine years,—eight shares—so he had £16
that the sheep would make—2£4 in the year.

921. Mr Cameron.—Does that system go on now +—No. Tt was
carried on by Mr Macdonald too. He promised to pay the grazing to the
people, and he did aot do it.

922, Does that go on still ?—XNo, because when he removed the people
from Skeabost he gave eight sheep’s grass to every one he removed.

923. But this, which you describe as a grievance then, ia not a griev-
ance now i—XNo.

N
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924, Skeriff Nicolson.—Did he give eight sheep as a present to each
of those he removed '—To seven of them.

925. Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—I want to find out from you about the
manager who arranges about your stock. Are the tenants not allowed of
their own will to choose their own manager *—The tenants appointed two
men to look after their own stock—twe of the tenants. Mr Macdonald said
he must send a man over them too, and so he did.

926. Does he do so yet +—Yes,

927, Who is that man? Does he control the othsr two men 9—FHe is
the head man. He will do what he thinks proper himsel.

928, Does he do the selling 1—VYes.

929. Of the wool —Yes.

930. And the whole of the sheep 1—1I know that about two years ago
ke gave the wool to the ground officer.  The gronnd oflicer charged £4, 4s.
on the people for sending the wool to Glasgow. Another thing that the
proprietor is doing, very bad on the people, is that he is allowing the
ground officer to have horses along with their poor cattle. Is that right?
Would any of you proprietors allow your ground officer to put one or two
hotses on the tenant’s land, grazing? Surely, it is not right. §

931. Are these horses upon any other people’s land than your own
township?—1 do not know. When they go to work at somse other place
they will have it there.

932. Mr Cameron.—What kind of work do these horses do+—They
work for the ground officer, and the ground officer is working for people,
ploughing the land, and it will be about £1 a day for a pair of horses.

933. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has this ground officer a place of his
own —He has a croft, but he had only a share of the pasture as T
had.

934, Butis he allowed to keep his horses anywhere on the hill +—Along
with the poor milk cows, and the grassing for the milk cows was only like
a market stance. The grassing was not worth 10s. for every cow. There
is no grassing at all.  We are obliged to cut the corn for the cattle in
August, and whatever iz my crop I must leave a good piece of it for
the cow, or else she will die.

935. Mr Qameron.—Were you selected as a delegate by the people to
represent their views?—No, the ground officer had an objection against
me, and would not allow me to be there at all, but the last day here, the
people selected me—not the first day.

936. But the day after, they selected you 2—Yes.

937. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—What bad the ground officer to do with
the selection ¥—1I do not know.

938, Sheriff Nicolson.—Has he a croft t—7Yes.

939. Mr Cameron.—Do you consider you are a fair representative of
the people, your neighbours +—Yes.

‘940, They chose you freely +—VYes,

941. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What objection has the ground officer
to you —DBecause I am always speaking abont what is going wrong in the
place. My tongue is too long.

942, Sheriff Nicolson.—What happened that first day? Were yon
there 7—Yes.

943. What happened the first day you met to elect delegates +—The
first day the ground officer had a number of men,—six men he selected
himsslf,—and one of the men rose and said they would select me.  “ Well,”
gaid he, “I will not part with any that I have at all,” and the people did
not say any more to him at that time. The people were always speaking
about it, after that, that they would select me, because I was here for &
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long time. I was here when (eneral Macdonald was hers about thirty-
three years ago.

944. How old are you +—Seventy-four.

945. The Chairman.—You spuke of the hardship of not being
allowed to keep borses +—Yes.

946, When you were a very young man d¢ you remember thzt the
people had horses then —Yes, my father and the family had two crofts in
Bernisdale,

947. But do you rememher long ago that some of the people really
had horses #—Yes, every one that was in the place except two men. There
were twenty horses in Bernisdale,

948. You saw it yourself -—~Yes.

949. You complained, as a proof of the poverty of the people mow,
that the women arc obliged to draw the harrows and work in the fields.
When you were a young man did women never work in the fields and
deaw the harrows T—No, they did not, and as for those two men who had
no horses, the people of the place ploughed their ground gratis.

950. Do the crofters consider it a great hardship that the women
should work in the felds, and draw the harrows, and carry the sea-ware,
and 50 on 1—Yes, it is miserable, and very bad for the weakest member of
the family to carry a creel of ware upon her back, and draw a Larrow after
her.

951. Did you cver hear it sald that it injured the health of the women
to carry those burdens and do those works }-No, I did not hear that ;
but I know that old women cannot do it.

932, Had the people in those days better food than they have now?
were they better fed%—In my younger days I think we had better fuod
than we have to-day,

953. In what respect was it better? Was there more of itf
—Yes,

954. Were there move potatoes in the house —Yes. There were
more potatoes, and they could at a time take home a sheep and kill it; and
in winter time, most of* the people here would kill half & cow or a hail
cow through the winter. They would have plenty of potatoes and plenty
of meal when they had ground.

955, Do you remember whether there was more milk in those days
for the use of the children +—I remember my sister coming from the
hill after milking the sheep, with three or four pints of milk every day.

956, Ewe's milk —Sheep’s milk,

957. Do you think they had more milk for the use of the children than
they have now I know they had three times as much milk,

958. Do you hear frequent complaints of the want of milk for the
children now +—Oh! surely I do in my place today. "They have no
milk, but very little, Mr JMacdonald is giving milk to the people here
abont, .

959, Do you mean he sells it #—No, he gives the milk gratis.

960, Do they ever kill any sheep and salt them for the winter +—A
few of them do, but very seldom.

961. Do they ever kill a cow +—Well, they seldom do that,

962, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are the people in arrears of rent just
now -—Not to the proprieter, but they are in arrears to the bank. A guod
many of the people are going to the bank every year to pay rent.

963. At the time you were alluding te, when you were a young man,
were the rents regularly paid i—Yes.

964. And the people were not in debt?—Not in debt ; when T was
young in the place, at the time of the markets, three or four or five of the
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SEYE.  drovers would come to Bernisdale, and go to the hill and buy a good cow
from the hill, and that would pay the rent in the meantime,
965. Did the dealers come to your door '—Dealers came to the door
John for the cows and went to the bill to buy them. There were no lads going
Bethune.  to the fishing at that time, or to any place. 1 am sure there were only
three or four yeung strong lads going away in my young days out of the
country at all.

966, Their own distriets supported them #—This place supported them,

967, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How many people were in the place
then #—There were only twenty-two at the centre of Bernisdale, but there
was another place near Aird.

968. How many are there now in Bernisdale. How many families ?
—In the Glens and on the estate of Bernisdale thero are about ninety
families.

969. And it will keep twenty-two well -—1It would keep twenty-two very
good. There are seventy-three I believe paying rent, and there are twenty-
nine poor that do not pay rent at all. In my days there was not a poor
man in the place but four small houses, and these men were better off that
day than Tam today, and T will tell you the reasor. They would get
plenty of potato ground and they would get their ground sown with corn
the next spring again, and they were getting that gratis, They would
have a few sheep on the hill gratis.

SEBABOST,

Axcus Macrig, Crofter and Fisherman, Alrd, Bernisdale
{52}—examined.

Angus 970. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by the
Macfie.  people in this place 7—Yes.

971. How long have you been settled here t—For fifty years.

972. Has your employment been chiefly that of a crofter, or a fisher-
man, or & trader ?—Fishing the most part of the year, and in the spring
time doing the work of the croft.

973. Do you practise any trade or work any contracts -—Nao.

974. Have you heard what has been said by the previous delegates
and have you understoed it +—I heard most part of it.

975, Do you agree generally with what has been stated i—For the
most pat it was applicable to the circumstances of the people.

976. Do you desire to add anything on your own part?2—Only in
regard to the circumstances of the people among whom I am. The small-
ness of their holdings is the cause of their poverty, and the want of
pasturage. My place was originally cccupied by sixteen crofters, and a
few years afterwards these were increased by eighteen more, who were
located on the grazing which belonged to the township. Of the sixteen
original bolders, only three were paying above £2 of rent; on the thirty-
fonr who subsequently oecupied it the rent was inereased to an average oi
£3 each. This was done by the landlord who succesded him in whose
time it was occupied by sixteen crofters; he was Mr Macdonald of
Tannara. The trustees succeeded him, from whom the tenants got some
reduction of rent. Mr M‘Leod of Grishornish succeeded the trustees,
and in his time 55. of rise was made in the rent in lien of five days’ duty
work. This continued to the prescnt year, and they were relieved of this
sum by the present proprietor, and a further decresse was made in our
rent also on our part of the property. The penple are so peor from want
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of room for themselves and for their stock, and they have to go in the
summer time with their stock—with their cows-—~they have to lead those
cows with a rope bstween the corn rigs to keep them in life for want of
ontside pasturage. Instead of pasturage they have only the peat mosses. Of
the corn crop which they grow they have to devote a third part to the
feeding of their cows., They have a cow on each lot and a stirk, and they
must part with the stirk whenever it can walk to the market. Besides,
whatever crop they have to use in feeding their stock, they have to buy
fodder. There is no reason for me o ocenpy more time saying what has
been said already. What the people desire is that they should get more
lend and hill pasturage, that they might be able to keep a stock that would
support them.

977. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—In your young days were the people
better off than they are now?-—Yes,

978 Are things getting worse and worse with them %—They are
getting deeper into debt yearly?

979. Were there no poor people in your younger days®t—They
were not 80 poor as they are to-day.

980. Were there no cottars %—Yes.

981, Were these people better off than the same class now?—They
were then kept up by the tenants, and they are not so now.

982, Are many of them on the poors’ roll now t—Yes; many of them
are on the poors' roll.

983. In regard to the wages in your younger days, what is the differ-
ence between men and women, outdoor workers, then and now —The
women used to get 1s. and the men 2s. a day.

984. How long '—Not more than twenty years ago.

985. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.~—Are most of the people at Aird engaged
in fishing?—Yes.

986. They bave all boats —They have not all got boats.

987. What fishing do they prosecute?—Herring fishing and long
lines—cod and ling.

988, Where do they go to fish —Chiefly in the Minch.

989. Do they generally make good fishing?—Some years they do well,
and’ other years they do not.

090. What sort of fishing had they this winter +—There was no fishing
at all this year.

991. Was that on account of the weather +—Not altogether on account
of the weather,

9932, What else —DBecause there was ne fishing to be got.

993. Who takes it from you ?—The dealers—the one who gives most

rice.
F 994, Tt is not all salted and brought here +—Some of us would be salt-
ing the ling and cod fish, and others not.

995. What price do you get for cod and ling +—Sometimes 9d. and
sometimes ls.

996, For the ling —Yes.

997. How much for the cod +—6d. and 8d. and 9d. for cod.

998. Has the price risen within the last tweaty or thirty years?
—Yes.

999, What used it to be then?—4d. for cod, and 6d. and 8d. for
ling.

%OOD. T suppose a good many of your boata were destroyed by the storm
the year before last 1—¥Yes.

3001, Did you all get new ones+~No, pot all. Those of the old ones
which were mendable were repaired,
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1002. Have you any good harbours at Loch Snizort }—We have a quiet
beach generally.

1003. Is thore any particular need for a pier or quay +If there was a
fishing trade, a quay would be neeessary.

1004. T suppose there is no such a thing as a pier or a quay all round
Loch Snizort 7—No, not worth calling a pier.

1005. Do people from here go south to the mainland to get work 3—
They would be going south to work and to the east coast fishing,

1006. How long do they stay south when they go to work 3—The young
lads stay as long as they like. Those who have families require to come
back to look after them.

1007. Do they go more than they used I—Yes, of course; there wers
very few if any who left the country for work formerly.

1008, Do they bring back more money than they used to do?—NXNo, it
is not easy for them to lay money by, and for everything is so expensive—
living is s0 expensive.

1069, In the south *—Wherever they may be.

1010. So that though the people gu in greater numbers they do not
bricg back more money than they used to doi—That is the case.

1011, Have the wages in the south increased !—I am not very sure,
I wever worked in the south.

1012 Do you know if they have increased in the same proportion as
they have in this district ™Very likely.

1013. But still the people do not bring back so much money as they did
before i—1 am quite sure of that.

1014, Sheriff Nicolson.—Io many of the young women go away to the
Lothians 1—Yes, many.

1015. Does it do them any good +—Some of them it does no good to.
It is sheer necessity that compels them to go.

1016. Do some of them remain there I-—Very few.

1017. Afr Cameron.—Deo they make more money in the east coast
fishing than they used to do +—No. Bume fish on shares, and if the fishing
is good, they do better.

1018. Sheriff Nicolson.—Was it good last year!—I was not at.the
last year’s fishing, but T do not think it was good.

1019. Or the year before last %—It was not good the year before last.

1020, Was there much destitution here last winter —Yes.

1021. Do you know of any people who were actually in want of food in
any part of Bernisdale I—Yes,

1022, Have supplies of corn and potatoes been sent here 2—Yes.

1023, Are the people satisfied with the way in which these wers
divided '—Some are, and some are not,

1024, Who had charge of it on this estate - —Mr Lamont had the over-
sight of the division of it here.

1025, Were you employed in fishing when you were a young man I—
Yes.

1026. Do you remember what kind of boats, nets, and apparatus were
in use in those times?—The boats were not so good then. They wers
smaller.

1027, The boats used now are better than they were then l—Yes,

1028, And the nets t—The nets are better too,

1029, And lines *—Better,

1030. Would it be useful to the fishermen to have boats and nets of a
still superior description I —Doubtless, if the fishing would turn out good.

1031, If they had hig boats would they go further to sea, and catch a
superior description of fish, or more of them—We cannot tell if we wounld
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get better fishing, but we would try it ; at any rate, we wonld go further,
but we cannot say if we would get better fishing.

1032, Do yon remember of boats of a superior description
baving been at one time given to the people?t—A few biggish boats
;r?lm the south country were given about the time of the great potato
ailure,

1043, Did the people make use of them —The fishing was very slack at
the time the boats arrived, and the venture did not turn out well

1031, Is there absclute freedom among the fishermen to use
any sort of tackie which they please, or have the fishermen among
themselves any restrictions 7—There is no restriction upon our mode of
fishing.

1035. The Chairman.—I have read that in former times, fishermen
did not allow one another to use a line beyond a certain length. They
had a fized length of line whkich they were not allowed to exceed. Is
there any restriction of that kind nowl—There is no such restriction
now. We have an understanding among ourselves that our herring nets
will be of the same length.

1036. Do you ever practise trawling —No, there is no trawling here.

1037. Sir A. MacKenzie—Do they limit the nember of nets put to-
gether, or do you mean that each net you buy is of a certain length %¥—
When we buy nets we can buy them any length we desire, but when we are
three in a boat we would each require to have the same length of net ; but
there is no restriction as to the amount of nets which ezch boat is to use

1038. The Chairman.—Have you any other statement you wish to
make before you retire —Only that the peeple will not be pleased unless
they get more and better land and hill pasturage to enable them to get
out of their poverty, and a reasunable rent for the land.

1039, Sheriyf Nteolson.—Have you anythinz to suggest that would
improve the fishery here #—Better tuckle, better fishing material and boats,
would no doubt improve the fishing,

Finnay M'Innges, Crofter, Glen Bernisdale (52)—examined.

1040. Tke Chairman.—Are you s native of this place ¥—Yes.

1041. Do you possess a croft #—1I have a croft.

1042. Have you any other employment?—Yes. I am a farm servant
to Mr Macdonald, Skeabost.

1043. Have you been freely elected a delegate by the people 2—Yes.

1044. Was that at the first election or at the second election }—At the
first one.

1045. You have heard all that has been #aid by previous witnessesf—
Yes, mostly.

1046. Did you understand it #—Some of it,

1047. Have you any remarks to make upon it3—No.

1048. Have you any remarks to make upon the condition of the people
generally ——That is what brought me here.

1049. Will you be so good as to make a statement 7—The cause of our
complaints is that we have so little land and so much of the Iste of Skye
waste, and though our landlord would wish to do us justice, he cannot, ¥
have no move to say.

1050, Sheriff Nicolson.—What rent do you pay yourself }—4£L3.

10531. How many cattle do you keep t—Two cows and two stirks.
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1052. And sheep?—The summing of the sheep should be eight sheep,
but I have not got them yet,

1053. Do you think your rent too high —No, but although I had ths
land for nothing it would not support me.

1054. How long do the corn and potatoes Fou can raise upon it feed
yourself and your family I—Not a single day this year.

1055, How is that?! Had you no corn at all?—VYes; but the wind
destroyed it, and I was obliged to give all that was left to the cattle.

1056, There were great storms last autumn I—Yes,

1057. And the potatoes?—The potatoes are all gone this year. We
had nothing left at all.

1058. Had you no potatoes at all -—Not a single potato.

1059. Have you got seed ?—Yes, I bought 3% barrels of potatoes and a
boll of cat seed.

1060. Did you get it yourself +—Yes.

1061, Did you get any of the destitution money —XNo.

1062. Are you coustantly engaged with Mr Macdonald 1—Yes, since
eight or seven years ago.

1063, Who works your croft 1—DMr Macdonzld has given me a day of
the horses to plongh it, and the rest of my family work it and I myself
work it after hours, for we get liberty at six o’clock when the work is not
very busy.

1064 Are you able to keep it satisfactorily in order —Middling weil,
but I am just doing all the best I can in hope my family will grow up to
assist me to keep it in order afterwards ; and we hope the Royal Commis-
sion would see good to give us some of that land that is wasting in the
Isle of Skye to support us.

1085, Was there a great crowding in of people from other parts into
this property *—Yes ; as you have heard before. The grazing belongs to
Bernisdale, and when Mr Macdonald came into the estate in 1830 he let
these two places to tenants, and cight people came from Macleod’s
country-—Roag and Harlosh. They came to the upper Glen, and some
from Borve came to this estate, and they rather crowded it.

1066, What was the reason he took more people in 7—Just to get rent
out of them.

1067. Was there anything in this place that attracted the penple maro
than other parts?—Yes, because the late Hev. Roderick M‘Leod was the
minister preaching here, and people liked to be near him.

1068, T'he Chairman.—You stated you are a farm servant to the
proprietor =—Yes.

1069. What are the wages which you receive from the proprietor —
£18 a year and 6} bolls of meal.

1070. Do you pay any rent for your croft, or do you get your croft for
rothing ¥—I am paying for my croft out of my wages.

1071, Have you any other wages besides the money wages and meal +—
None, save one dey of his horses in the spring time to plough my croft.

1072, Going back twenty years in your recollection, what would have
bsen your wages in the samc position or for the same service twenty or
thirty years ago *—From £10 to £12, and perhaps £8.

1073, With the same amount of meal 7—Yes.

1074. Then, do you think that a man in your position is better off now
than he would have been twenty yearz ago, or worse off '—It iz 2 hard
question to answer, but I think they were every bit as good on the £10
at thst time as they should be to day st £18.

1075. Explain the reason of that?—There is more extravagance going
among people at this time,
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1076, Is there much tea consumedi—A great deal

1077. Do the people wear better clotbes than they did /—Far better
clothea, .

1078. Are the female members of the family more extravagant?—
Yes, two times. They require elastic-sided boots instead of laced
boots,

1079, You are a farm servant, or have you got labourers who work
under you? Are you a grieve#—Just a servaunt.

1080, There are no servants urnder you +—No.

1081. Have you anything more to say before you retire? Fave yon
any suggestion to make 7—No, that is all we were talking of, That is all
our complaint—the land is too listle to support us.

Joux NrcoLson, Pensioner and Crofter, Toto—examined.

1082, The Chairman.—Before we go further, Mr Alexander Macdonald
wishes to make a communication to us.

1083. Mr Alexander Macdonald —I1 am sorry to hear that some of
Yord -Macdonald’s terants were s little afraid about giving evidence. I
stated my own belief yesterday that there was no danger to any man for
anything whatever that he said. T stated my belief, and sinee this I have
seen Lord Macdonald personally, and told him that some of his tenants
were perhaps a little afraid or backward, and his lerdship suthorises me
specially to inform his tenants that they have full liberty to state anything
they choose to say, whatever they think proper themselves to say, without
eny fear of any consequences or any prejudice either from his Lordship or
from me, or from any factor. They have full liberty and scope to say
whatever they think proper.

1084. Witness.——We did not expect anything less from you,

1G85. The Chairmon,—You are a crofter I—Yes,

1086. What are you besides 2 crofter t—A fisherman.

1087. For what do you receive 2 pension ?¥—For the Crimean campaign
and Indian mutiny.

1088, You were all through the Crimean campaign?—Yes, the whole
time from begioning to end.

1089. And all through the mutiny —It was working when T arrived,
aud I saw the campaign over before I came home.

1090. And you received 2 pension, and came back to your native place’
—Yes.

1091, Have yon got 2 eroft of your owni—Half a crofs.

1092, Did you have it while you were in the public service =—No.

1093. You got it after you came home?—Yes.

1094, You have heard what has been stated by previous witnesses 7—
Yes,

1095, Youn have understood what they have said 2—Yes.

1096. Do you agree in the main with what they said 7—Yes, generally,
upon the same compleint that is going with the whole of us.

1097. Have you any snggestion or remarks to make in addition to what
they stated 1—Not much; we belong to o different estate from those that
were here before us.

1998. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Which estate}—Lord Macdonald's
estate.

1099, What is the name of your township$—Tote. As regards Tote
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and Benmore, the erofts are poor in soil and rocky, and not fit to give
good crops, owing ‘to the poorness of the soil. In the best harvests it
only gives two returns, and frequently about one and a half. We are
given three cows and two stirks on each croft, but pasture ground is so
bad, small, and poor, that one cow and one stirk would be plenty for the
grazing ground so as to keep them in coodition as in other places.
Frequently cows are two years without having a calf in this town, and
often cows will only have calves every second year. The cattle are hand-fed
all the year round, feeding them in summer and harvests with grass and
corn to keep them alive. To keep the three cows and two stirks we would
require three times as much of grazing ground. It is the smallness of the
erofts and grazing grounds that keep us here so poor. If we would get
more land with reasenable rent, we know we wounld be well enough off.
Us and our forefathers were sab-tenants for the last thirty-six years; this
includes the whole of Unikillie. There are ten crofta in Tote ard Benmore,
and eight cottars in the place. The reason why so many cottars are here is,
in the years of 45 and ’46 the potatoes failed, and the late Mr Martin tock
some of them to the place, and used to give them patches of ground for
potatoes, and also to be near the yairs. At that time the Fishery Board gave
permission to have the yair put in good repair, and those employed at it
got one pound of Indian meal per day, and the yair was a great boon to
the poor far and near. A few years’ back the yair was broken down by
orders of Mr L. Macdoueld, Skeabost, and Tormore. Frequently at that
time families would have nothing in the house at nights ; they would go to
the yair, and have pleaty for their families in the morning. In this place
sea-ware is not to be got from tacksmen without payment, When Mr
Martin, tacksman of Tute, come to Unikiilie in 1839, of the rents on the
crofts in Tote, the cheapest croft was £4, 10s., and the highest rent was
£6. At the present time the rent is,—cheapest £7, 8s., the highest £10,
18s. We have a club stock of sheep among thirty-nine cofters, but it
does not pay well; thers is too many about the stock. Wet ground,
and most of it too exposed; also too amall for the number about the
stock,

1100. Have you anything more to say in addition to that?—I may
mention that in Tote there are ten crofts, and sixteen families on the ten
crofts, and eight cottars besides them on the place now. To give pieces
of ground to the cottars comes too heavy on the ten crofts, there are so
many of them. The yair was the reason so muny crowded to Tote; it
supplied them constantly with fish.

1101, Auaything else ?—Regarding the hill pasture, the neighbours wish
me to state that formerly it was made a tack of by oune who was in
Lyndale, that in the course of three years he lost his stock, and had to
leave it, although he had a piace which pays very well; and another
thing which we have been in dispute about for the last eight years
is, that we have bLeen paying for a piece of the hill pasture, and the
tenants in Glenmore have claimed the place, and we never got it yet. So
we must take it in hand curselves, and compel them to leave. The factor
promised to do it, but it was always shoved off till now, and we cannot bear
it any longer.

1102, Sir FRepneth Mackenzie—Have they a great piece of grazing
there %—Thirty-nine crofts, and a nember of them in halves and quarters,

1103. Ar Fraser-Mackintosh.—1Iave you anything more to say?—1
need not say auything more, becanse what we would say has been told
before—scarcity of ground ard pasture.

1104. T see you have got some clasps and medals, what services are
they for t—Sebastopol, Dalaklava, the Alma, Lucknow, and the Turkish
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medal. I'bave only one clasp for India, but I should bave had five, for
1 wes in five engagements.

1105, How old are you?—Sixty-six years of age. I was in the 42d
regiment all the time,

1106. Why are there not more Skye men enlisting, as you did +—"Where
are they to be found?

1107. Look arcund,—the whole people about yon here ?—Not many of
them would pass. There arc sheep and deer instead of soldiers.

1108. That is a bad eccount of your peighbours +—They are old and
worn out.

1109. But what really is the reason they don’t come forward! Are
they physieally incapable?—They don't care about going. The place is
cleared of men; there are no youug men now,

1110. Have you any other reason %—I have none, because from the way
the people are used here they don’t care fo go. They have to make a living
in other weys.

1111. Has the small pay anything to do with it ?—XNo, but the way the
people are used here.

1112, Sheriff Nieolson.—How does that make the army disagreeable
to them 7-—When they see how their people are used there,

1113, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—Explain what you mean —Formerly
the places would support their families behind them ; now if & young man
goes he has to keep his old parents alive, he must remain a$ home and
keep his father alive. From the way crofts are divided, the ground is run
out by tilling it every year, and it does not give crops, supposing the
seasons were good. And then they go to some other better country, and
those at home take their places,

1114. At the time you entered the 42d were there many from Skye
along with youYes, a good number, Several from my own place, bere,
died in the Crimea. 1 think there were & dozen in the same company
vith me from this part of the island.

1115. Skeriff XNicolson.—Aund at this moment, so far as you know,
how many Skye 1aen are in the army ¢—1I have no idea; but none from
the island came through the Indian campaign and mutiny, except one man
over at Dunvegan.

1116. Do yon konow how many pensioners are in Skye —No.

1117. The Chairmgn.—What rank did you attain? Were yon a
sergeant —Yes, but T was discharged.

1118. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—There are delegates here from three
logalities +—Yes, and perhaps four.

1119. Are any in those four places in the army at this moment +—Yes,
there is one from Tote, I know.

1120. Any more*—1I am not aware of any more.

1121, Then out of the four townships represented here to-day, there is
only one in the service of the army i—That is all that I know.

1122. You had no reason to complain of the service when you were in
the army 7—I had plenty of reason to complain.

1123. Bat when you were in it—Well, for one time I had two years
and four months without ever stripping or goiag to bed. From the time
I left Portsmouth till I returned, I never stripped. I was in clothes all
the time, and it was hard enongh work for all T got.

1124, Well, do you say that if the people got larger crofts snd easier
rents, the old military spirit would revive?—There is no doubt about
that. It would show there was some care for the people, and not to keep
them about the corners as they are now. I am here in a croft, and have
nothing but rock and brae, and if all the good soil were gathered togetber,
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I do not suppose it would make more than an acre and a half of good
natural soil.

1125. One of the witnesses said that the laird of Skeabost, if he wanted
it, had really no bounds on his estate to accommodate all the people on it
properly. Where could they be accommodated +—Well, there is no way
to do but bresking up the tacks.

1126. Upon some other property —Upon Lord Macdonald’s property
at Skerrinish.

1127. The Chairman,—Could you suggest anything Glovernment could
do which would make the service more popular and encourage people to
enter itt—They are well off now in the service compared with the time
when I was init; but still it is a large family, and there are always discon-
tents in it—I mean the service. There are in the army every class,
gentlemen and blackgnards together—they do not care.

1128. But do you think the Government could do anything which in
your opinion would encourage people to enlist to a greater extent in this
country +—This is the only thing T know of, because young men, as socn
as they come o work, must work to get money to support those at home,
and formerly little farmers were independent. They could live without
the assistance of their children, and the young men could go to list if
they liked. Now, since they can do nothing, they must stay.

1129. 1y Cameron.—If the farms werc made larger, that would give
more work for the young men —Yes, but they would make more monsy
and get more stock,

1130. Will your people enlist more when they are comfortable thau
when they are not comfortable }—Certainly, when there is nothing behind
to care for,

1131. But de you txink they wounld be induced to enlist in that way?
—1I do not know. (enerally, when a man e¢nlists he does not look for
anything.

1132, When the recruits came into your regiment were they from a
class well-to-do and prosperous, or from a class of young men who probably
conld not find anything to occupy them +—DBoth ways.

1133, Which most?—T cannot say. They were very much mized; all
classes, farmers’ sons, and so on.

1134, Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—The 42d is a crack regiment$—Yes,
bat I think they are destroyed now.

1135. They used to be?—Yes, in former times,

1136. Afr Cameron.—How have they destroyed it +—DBy this mixing
work. It is a great thing in the service to have a regiment from one
district, and it would be good for them in different ways, because if I saw
there a comrade from the same place as myself, I would be afraid to com-
mit myself in any way, in case they would write home and tell my friends
of what I was doing and how I was going on. That was the strongest
motive ever I saw, and it world make young men take care not to commit
themselves. But when they are mixed up this way—Irish, Scotch, and
Lowlanders mixed—1ihey don’t care so much, There is no person to fell

1137. Do they like the short service or the long service best —Well,
some think the short service spoils them, because when they are properly
learned their time is up, and there is nothing more dangerous in & campaign
than too many young soldiers. They arc of no use.

1133, Sheriff Nicolsgn.—Did they not do good work in Egypt—DBut
if they had to meet Prussians or French it might have been different.
I have seen young soldiers in the trenches at Sebastopol who were more
a hindrancs than an assistance. They were afraid, and the work was so
wild that it fairly frightened them, and if the whole trenches had been



Minutes of Evidence. G

<

composed of them they would not have stood ome night. T have sewn
labourers go out there to assist in the trenches, Well, sixty went in
one night, and we had only three in the morning., They went away
throngh the night. We found them at Balaklava nest morning.

1139, The Chairman.—Were you frecly elected to be a delegate 1—
Yes, I was elected here the other day,

1140, In the second or first election 2—The second,

1141. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—What arable land have you goti?—
I suppose about four acres, between three and four,

1142, In the half croft 7 Yes.

1143, What is your rent?—2£7, 13s,

1144. Is that the rent of tke fall croft +—£7, 12s. for the whole croft.

1145. And you pay nalf of that?—Yes, £3, 18s.

1146. What stock do you keep?—1I keep two cows, but if they have
two calves I have too many.

1147. Two cows and one stirk 2—If T have two cows aud a ealf I have
& calf too many for the land. The whole eroft for three milk cows and
two stirks,

1148. Professcr Mackinnon.—Sheep 7—Thirty for the whole croft.

1149. I mean the summing?—Well, it is & common steck we have—
what we can keep on the ground.

1150, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You divide the sheep. How many are
there who have shares in the common stock I—Thirty-nine.

1151, And you have about 1200 sheep —Yes, about 1260 at Martinmas.
I do not kuow how many there are to-day.

Norman MKexziE, Crofter, Uligshader —examined,

1152, The Chaiman.—How long have you had your creft 21 have
oot had a croft long, but 1t is thirteen yerrs since my father got it.

1153. Is your father alive m—He is not alive,

1154 Have you been a fisherman as well as a crofter?—I have not
been a fisherman. We are too far from the sea.

1155. Huve you heard what has been stated by previous witnesses }—
Part of it.

1156. You understood what was said 7—Yes.

1157. Will you be so good as to add auy remarks yom wish to make?
—What T have to say is, that I do not think, should Lord Maedonald give
them the wholeland they have from him free gratis, it would not free them
from their present state of poverty.

1158, What matter are you speaking of ?¥—I speak of the people of the
district in which I reside. 1 mean the distriet comprising the seventeen
families among whom I live; and the cause of that is this that the years
hsve come to bz so poor, and they have run out of their effects through
having to buy food for themselves and their families and their stock, I
believe that the people are seven times worse than if they had nothing—
are empty—if every thing were put in its place. Lf the people paid their
debts, they would be seven times worse than nothing. The people have
coms to be so poor that they are not able to work the land as it ought to
be worked ; and again they have so little of the land. We don’t blame
the landlord for their poverty, but there are no works going on in the place,
They must needs go elsewhere to work, and they cannot attend to their
erofta; and when they go elsewhere and are not able to attend properly to
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their crofts, they have to buy food for themselves and their atock else-
where ; and though they are trying to keep stock, not a head of the stock
belongs to themselves, but to their creditors and to the landlord. Whea
that is so, the people cannot but be poor. They are oceupying land which
has not been manured for twenty-five years, though they must needs culti-
vate this land for the very poor return of the little corn and weeds that it
yields, They pay equal te their rent in mouey for the wintering of their
stock besides what the land yields. When Mr Martin came to be our
tacksman, we were paying the multures; we were paying the equivalent in
money, along with our rent, so much on each croft; and when we became
tenants of Lord Macdonald, Tormore was the factor, and that paymeat
continued, and it is included in the rent still,—these old multures,—and
should any of us have to use the mill for grinding our meal we have to
pay multuve all the same, so that we have to pay double.

1159, Shergf Nicolson.—Where is the mill #—At Tote.

1160. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What are the miller's dues 7—So much
on each boll.

1161, How much?—The miller is here present, and will speak for
that.

1162. Do you never take corn to the mill?—I have taken corn to the
mill, but I could not tell the quantity the miller took out. I do not know
the capacity of his measure.

1163, What amoeunt of corn ought to make a boll of meal 7~We have
oot more than half a boll with the sort of oats that we have. The worst
kind of our oats would not yield more than three stones to the bell. Ina
good year, and with oats from a strong ground, a boll of ocats might
poussibly yield seven stones on the average.

1164, Professor Mackinnon.—That is after potatoes +—Yes,

1165. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie,—Does it come better out after potatoes
than alter grass?—We have no fences, and have no experience.

1166. The Chairman.—You stated that the crofters on yuur towuship
orizinally paid their rent to the tacksman %—Yes.

1167. And that they now pay their rent direct to the proprietor?—
Yes.

1168. Are there many crofters still paying their rent direct to tacksmen?
—Not in my district.

1169. When they paid their rent to the tacksmen, were they better or
worse off than they are since they paid their rent to the proprietor I—No,
we are not better off now. We are becoming poorer each year, We are
worse 0ff now than we were then.

1170. Do they generally consider in the country that it is better to pay
the rent to the tacksman or to the proprietor direct I—We consider it better
to be paying the reet to the proprietor direct. When we pay to the pro-
prietor direct we have only to make money payment, but when we had to
pay the reut to the tacksman we had other duties laid upon us as well as
the won2y obligation. The services which we used to render to the tacks
man, in addition to the money payment, are now included in the rent
which we pay to the landlord.

1171, What was the nature of the services rendered to the tacksman?
—We used to give hiw in spring a day’s harrowing, and in autumn two
days’ reaping his corn. 8o we and the erofters wounld be cutting the
taksman’s peats also, and those of whom no service was required had to
give compensation to the tacksman in the shape of the value of a lamb.
Then the value of the lamb at first was stated at 23. 6d., and as the prico
ol sheep was increasing it came to be 5s., and that is included now in the
reat which we pay.
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1172, Skeriff Necolson.—The 53, 2—Yes, the 3s. is included.

1173. The Chairman.— Ave there still crofters paying reat to tacksmen
and rendering those duties and services?—Unless such are in MLeod's
country, there are none of them in this part of the country. We are com-
plaining also of the smallness of our holdings. I believe that even should
they get enlarged holdings, they are o much sunk in poverty, that unless

- the Government would assist the people to stock the enlarged holdings,
they would be as badly off as ever.

1174. Svr Kenneth Mackenszie—If they have difficulty in getting stock
for their holdings, would any of them be willing to emigrate to another
country, where there are more openings +—1 cannot say that, but there is
plenty of land in this country itself which could be apportioned to them,
and which would supprort the whole of them.

1175. Dut if they cannot stock this land without Government help, or
the help of charitable people; if they are not in & position to avail them-
selves of this other land, even if it were given to them, would they be
willing to go to another country where they could benefit themselves by
the land 7—1I cannot answer that question for the others, but I know the
greater part of them wounld mot be able to stock the land unless they would
get assistance.

1176. Sheriff Nicolson.—Can you speak for yourself 7—For my own
part, should T get an enlarged holding, T would be able to stock it.

1177. Where do you send your children to school?—1 am not putting
them to any scheol. 'We have no road to the school, aud we are far from
the school.

1178. Do any of the Uligshader people send their children to school?
—None of themn who are on the upper side of the watershed,

1179. How far are you from the nearest schoul —The school of Borve
is the nearest. I believe it is about 3 miles from some of us. How can
you expect weakly children to travel 3 miles in the dead of winter, without
a road and without any sheltering place intervening?

1180. Is there no ruad between you and Dorve I—XNo.

1181. How far are you frumn Glenmore school 2--There are mountaing
between us and the Glenmore school.

1182. How far are you frow the nearvest church?—This church in
which we are met is the nearest to it,

1183. Is there a road from you to the church2—XNo, and we pay road
money, and yet all that we carry to our townships we have to carry on our
backs.

1184, AUy Fraser-Mackintosh.—Of school age, how many childrin are
there in your district I—Upwards of fifty children, if not above fifty.

1185. How long is it since any of them have been at school 2—At times
an odd child might be coming for a week or two to sehool ; but they had a
little schoul awmonz themselves, some years ago, and they used to aitend
that school regularly.

1186, Mr Cameron.—1s there any compulsory officer —Yes.

1187, Sheriff Nicolson,—Does he ever visit you —He frequently visits
us.

1188, Have any of you ever been summoned before the sheriff for not
sending the children to school 2—I cannot say that; I do not know that; bat
I think none of us have been summoned before the sheriff.

1189. Are the children getting tanght at home ¥ —No ; no education at
home,

1190. Mr Fruser-Mackintosh.— The children, do they go to church +—
No, not out of our township ; none of them ever go to church. -

11981, Duoes a catechist come round ?--Yes, a catechist comes ones
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a fortnight to hold a mecting. The minister sends him once a fort.
night.

t1192. Professor Mackinnon.—Though the children do not go in the dead
of winter, conld they not go in the spring and summer months, especially
the older ones I—Yes.

1193. Why dow’t they go 3—1 canuot tell. They are in want of shoes
and elothes, and they tannot go naked to school. Very few of them can go -
to school in comparison with the number whe cannot.

1194, Mr Cumeron.—Can none of them read or write at all I—Some of
them can read and write, who learn in this school.

1195. The Chairman.—Ls there anything further you wish to say before
you retire —XNo more.

AvrexaspER LaoxT, Crofter, Keistle (59)—examined.

1166. The Chairman.—Ara you a fisherman?—T am not a fisherman,
1197. How long have you bsen ou your croft1—For thirty-three
ears.

7 1198. Were you freely elected by the people here to be their delegate?
~—Yes. I was born at Henisdale. When I was young I have seen seven-
teen crofters there in that Glen, and three of them had dauble shares.
There was ne school in the Glen at all.  They were able to send their
families to other places to give them education. Well, any of the rest here
in the Glen could not do that, becanse they had single crofts and half
crofts,  But I think those who had a double proportion were able to send
their families to give them education. I was removed from the place to
another glen,—to Keistle uphere. I bave seen that those who have double
crofts are better off than those who have single crofts and half crofts.
They are more able to pay their rents than those who have single or half
crofts ; and [ think that would give peace to themselves and their
proprieters, when they would have double shares. And I think, moreover,
if people would have double shares, they would be more able to pay
their rents than with single shares. It would be a bad year when their
erults would not be worth anything; they would have their stock to pay
the proprietors ; and, as some of the other men were saying, if they had
wore land at a reasonable rent, the poor people would be far better off,
When they could not raize crop they would have stock. When I came
into the croft, the first rent I paid was £7, 17s. 6d. Corris was alive at
the time, and he was the factor then; and I continsed in that state for
twenty years, paying to Corrie; and my neighbours and myself were in use
to go with their rent to Corrie.  Well, Corrie died, and the proprietor who
was factor to old Lord Macdonald (Tormere) came in, and the rent was
raised, and the second year after Tormore came in my lot was £0. That
was £1, 25 6d. of rise. There were fourteen tenants, who had fourteen
shares; and there was another man, Peter Macdonald in Portree who had
two shares. There were sixteen tenants in the place then, and when that
man died the low land he had was joined into Skerrinish farm, and we had
the hill that he had, and he laid 13s. a piece on the fourteen, shares, and
my lot was £, 15s., and the rest was greater. It is a kind of a narrow
strip we have of the hill, and we are surrcunded with tacksmen on each
side, aud they are giving us very bad justice. The man whe was at the
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march—William M‘Leod in Scorrybreck—was very hord wpun us, and we
gre obliged to pay more than £20 fur poinding our sheep in one year, on
the fourteen tenants.

1199, Str Kemeth Mackenzie.—Had you a shepherd 2—Yes, we had a
herd for the sheep, and we had another herd for the horses, and another lierd
for the stirks ; when this low land was joined into Skerriuish he raised 15s,
on the fourteen shares for lis kill, and that piece was put in the Skerrinish
farm.

1200. Why was that piece of low land put into Skerrinish i—1I cannot
tell you. It was not fair at all to take it from us.

1201. Was it offered to you?—No; I was not at home at the
time.

1202. Was it offered to the township? Was it offered to auy of the
tenants that are here? [Cries of “ No.”].—We stood out upun the factor
—Mr Macdonald of Tortree—that we would not pay the old rent be
cause the land was taken from us; but it was Tormore who took it from
ns, and auy alteration this factor made upon us was on our side. He took
£5 of the rent down of this last rent we paid.  We cannet blume him for
that. He took £5 off the whole fourteen shares. Any alteration he made
was on our side.

1203. Mr Cameron.—You said that if you had double crofts, the people
would be better able to pay their rent ?—That is wy opinion.

1204, How do you propose to get double crofts without taking somebody
else’s from him —You cannot double them unless you would go into other

laces,

¥ 1205. You mean that by removing half the people you would be able to
. double the crofts of those left behind 2-No; to give more land at other
places.

1206. How many crofts are there at your place —Fourteen,

1207. How would you propose to give twenty-eizht crofts to those
fourteen ! Suppose you had the power to do it, where would you get the
land 7—You conld not get it in that place.

1208. Then you would have to move the people, and give them new
erofts? It would not be doubling the old crofts 9—No, you could not
double the old crofts.

1209. Then, how would you set about it +—Well, it is my opinicn they
could get land beside them—{farms oceupied by other people. There are
plenty of tacks about them.

1210. Quite touching their erofts 7—Yes.

121%. You mean you could take a slice out of a farm, and add it to each
croft all the way along 1—Yes, if the people would get it in other places,
If the tenants would have double shares they would be better off, Thatis
what T mean.

1212, Professor Mackinnon.—Have you a double share yourself +—No,
a single share.

1213. My Cameron.— Where ix the land you think might be added to
the crofts? What farms adjein Kelstle I—Scorrybreck and Skerrinish.

1214. Which is the nearest I-—Glenhaultin and Skerrinish,

1215, Would that make more arable land or ounly pasture 7—Arable
land.

1216, 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—\Vhat was the reason given far raising
~ the rent from £7, 178 6d. to £97—T cannot say it.

1217. Had you a lease before that 7—No, I have never had a lease,

1218. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you just get notice from the factor
that the rent was to be raised %—Yes, we got a writ from him that he was
going to raise the rent.
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1219, Did some of you go down to the factor and protest against it #—-
We Lad to pay the rent.

1220, Did you say anything against it No.

1221, Did you speak to Tormore and say it was hard 2—No.

1222. Why did you not object to the rent being raised ¢ Dido’t you say
a word about it —We didn't say a word against it,

1223, Professor Mackinnon.—What is your present actual rent? What
did you pay last Mactinmas —£9, but [ did not pay it altogether.

1224, What is your stock —"Three cows and three stirks and a horse,

1225. How many sheep !—-About 40 head of sheep.

1226, And you think that just about as much again would make a com-
fortable eroft —Yes, that is what I think.

1227, And just about as much again of rent?%—XNo, a reasonable
rent.

1228, What would you call a reasonable rent for a croft twice the size
of your own }-—The thing thut I have seen was that those who had two
crofts when T was youny were paying £12 for the two erofts.

£3229. And you would think that a fair rent 7—Yes, I would think that
a fair rent,

1230. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are the Glen Henisdale erofts the same
size as those you have now %—Very near the same size.

1231, Professor Mackinnon.—Y ou say you pald £20 on account of sheep
straying upon Mr M‘Leod’s farm? Do his come upon you —XNot very
much,

1232, Why don’t you poind them +—Because he would have advantage
over us : they would be running to him,

1233. They would run to the better pasture}—Yes.

1234. Have his never strayed to you?!—A few, but wever many of
them,

1235. Why didn't you catch them ?—Because we were afraid for the
bigyer men.

1236. Alr Fraser-Mackintosh.-—Are you quite sure you paid £20 and
that it was not given back to you?—Yes,

1237. Was that £20 in the course of one year !—In one year for poind-
ing the sheep.

1233, Did any other of the big farmers exact poinding money from you?
--No, the man whe is there to-day never took a penny from us, nor
Skerrinish, nor Kingsburgh,

1239. Sheriff ¥icolstn.—Was it the shepherds who took the money off
you!—Yes.

1240, Professor Mackinnon.—When this double lot was given away,
what was the rent of the double lot which the merchant in Portree had?
was it twice yours 2—Yes, he had more arable land than we had.

1241. Was it his arable ground that was joined to the neighbouring
farm +—It was a kind of pasture he had on the low ground ; there was
none of the arable land at all.

1242, And each of the fourteen of you paid 15s. for what was left 17—
Yes, for the whole he had left.

1243. Did you think that too much %It was toc much for us. We
spoke to the factor, and he took half of it off. The factor thought it
tve much,

1244, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Would that land that is now part of
Skerrinish be of any use -—Yes, it would be very useful to us,

1245, &ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—1 supposs it was given to Skerrinish to
make a better marchi—It was given unknown to us and nothing said
abuout it,
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1246, Would it make a better march with Skerrinish —No, there is
water between that and Skerrinish.

1247, Sheriff Nicoison.—It is on the other side of the Snizort river?—
Yes.

1248. And the river is the natural boundary between you and Skerri-
nizh +—Yes,

1249, The Chairman.—Who was it that took the £20 7Tt was the
ghepherd in Scorrybreck farm.

1250. When they exacted that money from you, did they do it at once
for w first offence, or had there been many eomplaints before of your sheep
going upon the farm *—Yes, there would be a little complaint between us
and the shepherd, no doubt.

1251. Have you anything more you would like to say =—No.

1252, My Fraser-Mackintosh.——Have you a souming on your hill,—
a certain number 2—Yes, we have a certain number,

1253. Have you more than you ought to have —No, back and forward
between fourteen shares.

1254. Was the trespassing upen Scorrybreck because there was over-
stocking on your own hill +—No.

1255, Professor Mackinnon.—If your holdings were made la.rrrer, as you
wish, would these fourteen people be able to provlde the additional stock?
—1 think they would.

1256. You think they would be able to put stock on if they got the
land '—Yes, at the place where I was brought up, those who had a doubls
ghare were better off than those who had a single share.

1257, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The more land a man had the better ke
was off 1—Yes, more land at a reasonable rent to help the poor people.

1258, Professor Muckinnon.—Where did you spend the most of your
Iife —On Lord Macdouald’s estate ; I was never out of the island.

Ewax Morrison, Crofter, Drumuie (74)—examined,

1259, The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by the
people of Drumuniet—Yes.

1260, How long have you been upon your eroft 2—1I am that age apon
it, and my father before me.

1261, What is the size of your croft, aud what is the reut you pay?—
£5 is my rent, exclusive of rates.

1262. How many cows and how many stirks?—Four cows, withont
followers, and a horse.

1263, How many acres of arable ground +—I think about 4 acres;
much of it useless for crops.

1264. How inuch was the rent when you were a boy —£3.

1265. When was it raised +—A short time since it was raised by Tor-
more J3s. in the pound.

1266, What are the complaints which are made by the people whom
you represent at Drumuie +—Their one particular complaint is that they
are in a confined township, without sea or hill pasture, and we lLad hill
pasture before now.

1267, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many crufts ave there in Druinuie?
—=Bix crofts, and six families occupy the six crofts.

1268. The Chairman.—No cottars —Not many,

1269. About how many #—T'wo cottars, but they dou't pay anything to
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us at any rate. We partieularly want hill pasture; we cannot live
without it

1270, Whea was the hill pastore taken away 7—The factor took it from
us, and added it to another township,

1271, What township?—It was added to the farm which is now
occupied by Mr Mackay, the home farm of Portree,

1272, How long is that agot—A long time since; I believe fifty years
ago. A little reduction was made st that tiwe in our rent. We made
some work on cur lots; we got some rent remitted to us on account of that.
We are paying the interest of that money till now, though it should have
been paid out in sixteen years. But the pasture connected with cur town-
ship s so bad that it is not worth walking over. Our families cannot
exist in our townships for want of sheep qtock——buymg everything that
the family needs, and baving no sheep, and the only thing we want is the
hill pasture.

1273. If yoa had a hill pasture would you find stock to put on it?—
Yes.

1274. Could you pay rent for the hill pasture}—Yes, every crofter in
our township could do that.

1275. Have you ever azked the factor or the proprietor to give you hill
pasture I—We did not ask our present factor. We never asked hill pas-
ture—I did uot at any rate; but we intended.

1276. Sir Kenncth Muckenzie.— Do you complain at ‘all of the rent?—
We do vot complain anything particularly of that, if we would only get
the hill pasture. We want the late iucrease in our rents to be taken off ;
about 3s, in the £,

1277, Are the crofts worse than they were, or are you able to get crops
still cn your land 2—Qnr crops are much worse than they used to he. It
is not much use over and above feeding our stock, It will not altogether
feed our stock. We have to provender for them otherwise.

1278, What provender do you buy generally +—£3 to £4 worth of
corn.

1279. Straw or hay 7—Just as happeas to be most obtairable.

1280, Zhe Chairman.—Have you anything mere you wish to state
before you retire +—Nothing more,

Arnax MaTtmiesox, Crofter, Drumuie (50 or 55)—examined,

1281, The Chairman.—Did you hear the statements made by the
previous witness, and did you wnderstand them 1—TI heard and understood
all that the preceding delegate said.

1282, Do you agree with him? have you the same opinions, or do you
wish to add anything 7--T agree with what he said. I saw my neighbour
letting out two stirks in the morning, and these stirks were taken home
dead at night owing to the badness of grazing.

1283, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—\Vhat time of the year 1o summer.

1284 Sheriff Nicolson.—\Where is that grazing? Is it above or below
the road 7—It is below ocur erofts in the big moss. 1s it not very hard
now to be paying heavy rent in such a place as that?

. 1285, Sir Kenneth Mackenziee—Was it in the moss they were lost?—
es.

1286, Sheriff Atcol&on.HDrowned —7Yes. I have seen tlie samne man
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getting a beast out on soother occasion, and bringing it home dead from
the same place.

1287, The Chairman.—Do you mean the beasts were smothered in the
moss I—They were smwothered in the moss,

1288, Skeriff Nicolson.—Was there no herd to look after them +—No,

1289, Don't you keep a herd 7—No.

1290. Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you anything else to say —We
are so muchk confined in the place; we are so bounded that we lhave no
elbow room on any side, and I may say there are four tacks about us.
We are surrounded by four tacks, and shut in by them, so that we have
no escape on either side, as if we were shut up in a fold.  We want a slice
of hill pasturage that we may have a sheep stock. I have been nealdy
forty years in the place, 2ud I have not fleeced 2 sheep, and sometimes I am
reduced to twine a thread to darn my stockings for want of wool. It
would be very unfair if we do'not get a piece of hill pasture.

Huer M‘Nas, Kildonan,Lyneda’.e—examinéd.

1291, —7%e Chairman.—What is your occupation 7—My son is 2 crofter,
and I am in my son’s place. Will I begin my story with the previous
landlord or with the prezent landlord ?

1292, How far back with the previous landlord }—Thirty-four years
ago.

1293, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—We will take the present landlord+—The
present landlord raised our rent 31s. and I am iu the land in which I was
settled by Mr M‘Lennan ; and others of the crofters have had their rents
raised £2, 53, and some £2. £4, 4s. at first was the rent of my croft, and
there was a rise of 31s. upon that £4, 4s. of rent. One or $wo paid the
oviginal rent for one or two years after the present landlord entered, and
then it was raised. The rent was raised on others from £32 to £3, 23,
He took the sheep from the poor tenants. Our present landlord took
our sheep and lambs from us at 4s. 6d.

1294, The Chairman.—Will you state the amount of stock which your
own croft keeps? How many cows, stirks, and so on?—In summer and
autumn we could keep two cows and a stirk if we hod them; butin winter,
owing to the bad crofts we have, we can only winter one cow. We lave
no sheep and no horse.

1295, Sheriff Nicolson.—\When were the sheep taken from you?—The
landiord took the sheep stock from us a few years after his entry into the
property, and we were obliged to sell them to him at 4s, 6d. the ewe and
lamb.

1296. The Chairman.—When the sheep were taken away was the rent
reduced, or did they continue to pay the same rent as they did before the
sheep were taken away i—The rent was raised. Then he tuck the hill
pasture from us as well as that, and left us with only a little bit you cculd
call a pin-fold.

1297, Why did the proprietor take the hill pasture away?—His own
will.

1298. Sheriff Nicolson.—Did he take it into his own hands +—He took
it into his own hands, and stocked it himself, and let it to the others for
rent. He treated the Brebost tenauts in the same way.

1999, Sir RKenneth Mackenzie~—Tv whem did he let part of the
land#—To his own nephew- Peter Campbell. The proprietor himself
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has it now stocked with sheep, and as to the pin-fold left with us he tuok
a bit of it from us again, and settled two other tenants upon it at a rental
of £11. One of these tenants is dead, and the remainder is in possession
of the other; and we have only a very small bit of pastnrage. We are
continually trespassed upon by the propistor's sheep. In winter his sheep
are constantly trespassing upon us, and eating up our crops—corn and
everything ; and I have often had to rise up at night and cover myself
with my bed coverlet in winter to drive the sheep away. But, by the
Quaeen’s authority, [ have a dog this year, and with the assistance of the
dog I am keepiug the lands cleared now. We are making our living by
fishing, I never could get a boll of meal out of my creps, for every boll
of meal I could take out of my land I had to replace it in seed time. If
I make a boll of teal I bave ta replace it with a boll of seed.

1300, The Chairman.-—If the proprietor could be induced to give back
the hill pasture, or some other corresponding piece of pasture, would the
crofters be satisfied I—We would be satisfied if we could get grazing on
which we could keep a stock of sheep and cattle, and arable land which we
would work with the cas-chrom, There areseven cottars between our town-
ships and Flashader. Three of these cottars are on our ground and four
on the ground of Flashader.

1301. Do the cottars pay rent to the erofters 7—No, nothing,

1302. Do they pay rent to the landlord +—No.

1303. Instead of rent, do they work at harvest time or render any other
service to the crofters =—No service whatever.

1304. How do they live I—Some of them sare on the poors roll.

1305, Who gave them leave to settle upon the croft 7—The proprietor.

1306. Have you anything more to say +—We nsed to be cutting peats
for the landlord at first at 7s. 6d. au iron. The last year we performed
this service he sent his grieve to measure our work and he instructed the
grieve to double the measurement, and in that way he lost one iron’s work.
We were working five years cutting his peats, for which he gave us
nothing,

1307. The Chairman.—What do you mean by an iron?—120 yards in
longth, 2 peats in depth, and € peats broad in the lowerand 7 in the upper
row. We want pasture for stock and ground in which we can plant crops;
a place in whieh we can keep sheep and cattle, and a borze.  We would
be the better of it. We liave no shore, and the proprietor takes payment
from us for the sea-weed. We had no means of planting this ground
this year had it not been for Dr Fraser. He gave us a ball of the seed
oats each. My own son and another young lad were gatting plenty of fish
in Loch Grishornish with the hand line. They went to et mus-els, and
Mr Robertson summoned them to Portree, I eannot get fishing because of
Mr Robertson of Grishornish.

1308. Do you say you are prevented gathering mussels on the shore for
bait by Mr Robertson of Grishornish #—Yes.

1309, Does AMr Robertson allow you to get the mussels for payment,
or does he prevent it altogether ?—1I do not know. e are not going the
way of his shore now ; but before Mr Kobertson ever came to the conntry
I was getting 2s many mussels as I liked without Iet or hindrance there.

1310. How far are you from the slhore —The shore is below me.

1311, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How far are you from Mr Robertson’s
shore 1— Mr Robertson lives on the other side of Loch Grishornish.

1312, The Chairman.—How far are you from the place where you used
to gather the mussels!—Ten minutes’ sail by boat. The beach is two
and a half miles from me.

1313. But there is an oyster bed upon that shore 7—Yes.
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N 1314. And Mr Robertson has got the right to those oysters I do not
now.

1315. That is why he prohibits people from getting mussels 7—I did
not know that. Mr Roebertson has zot oyster beds there, but if he has &
1ight to the shore, he ought to put up public notices that we might know
his marks. It is plenty of land that we want, on wkich we ean rear a erop
and sheep, as the Gaelic proverb says—* It is time about that the bellows
‘ are worked.’

Donarp SteELE, Crofter and Fisherman, Kildonan (46)—examine&.

- 1316. The Chairman,— You live in the same place as the last witness +—
es.

1317. Have you been freely elected by the crofters as their delegate t—
Yes.

1318, Did yon hear what the previvus witness said +—Yes.

1319, Did you understang it?—VYes,

N 1320. Do you agree generally with the substance of what he stated 17—
€3,

1321. Will you explain what the bardship was about gathering mussels
upon the shore, of which the previons witness spoke?—T believe it ia
owing to the oyster beds being there that we are nut allowed to gather

. 1nussels or bait,

1322. Does the shore belong to the same proprietor as the erofts, or toa
different proprietor #—The shore belongs to another proprietor.

1323. Dues the other proprietor allow his vwn crofters to gather mussels
upon the shore, or does he forbid it to cvery one'—He had forbid it to
every oue,

1324. Is it necessary for the preservation of the oysters that people
should be forbidden to gather anything upon the shore? Would they
destroy the oyster beds?—XNo, they would not. The oyster beds are not
80 high up on the shore as the mussels.

1325. Is the withdrawal of this freedom to take the mussels prejudicial
to the crofters? Does it hinder you in your fishing, or otherwise {—VYes,
we are sure it does.

1326. In what respect I—We cannot go to fish for want of bait for vur
lines.

1327, Do the crofters upon the proprietor’s land suffer the samne incon-
venience that these crofters do¥—The same.

1328. Have the crofters on the proprietor’s land complained of it %—
They have not come in here te complain vet, but likely they. will.

1329. Do you make the same complaint about the crofts and the want
of hill pasture which M*Nab did %—7Yes, the same.

1330. Have you anything to add to those complaints on your own

part 7—No. I have nothing particular to add to M‘Nab’s evidence at that
oint.
; 1331. Will you explain the complaint about cutting and measuring the
peats which the foermer witness mentioned i--1 cannot explain much about
it. I was not in the company. The man said that they were cutting
peats for six years, and got nothing for it,—neither food nor wages; but
the iinposition of that work ceased last year.

1332, How long had that work existed? Was it part of the original
conditions of the crofter’s oecupancy %—1In the present proprietor’s prede-
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ecessor’s time they had to give several days’ work, and the present proprietor
remitted the labour and exacted an equivalent in money from them, and
added it to the rent.

1333. What did the proprietor do with the peats? Waus it for his own
house, or did he ssll them 7—For his own house,

1334, How much money payment did they pay instead of it%—1I am
not sure.

1335. When did the servize of the peats commence I—Six years azo.

1336. Sheriff Nicolson.—How was 1t that it commenced six yee=e
ago —1It was just the proprietar’s will.

1337, Sir Kenneth Mackeizie—Were you ever asked to do it +—1I was
catting peats myself one year

1338. How many days did you cut them ?—-Two days. FEach family
had to cut an iron, and to cut that would take two days’ work of two, and
that was lmposed upon each crofter—every one that was paying rent.

1339, The Cluirman—DBut that obligation is now abolished
altogether 7—Yes.

1340. Aud it will never be put back again—We der’t know that.

1341, Is there anything yon wish to state in addition %—XNo, but, ag
the preceding delegates wanted—extended huldings., We have neither
Lorses vor sheep, and the hill pasture was taken from us. I was not
paving reat when the hill pasture was taken frora us, but I am paying
now.

1342, Sir Nenneth Mackenzie.—What rent dn yeu pay—£5 a year,
and others pay £6. -

1343, What stock doyon have }—Two cows; some years I may have a -
stirk, and sume years two.

1344. How much are you allowed to keep 1—Two cows and twa stivks.

1345. Any sheep —No.

1346. What is the acreage of your eroft 2—Abcut two and a3 half or
thres acres of thin, poor, hard svil.

1347, What retaru do you get for your seed !—Sometimes a double
return, and sometimes half a return—sometimes double what we put in,
aud sometimes only half as much, »

1348. Is it that amount in addition to the seed I— Half as much again
as the seed put in.

1349, What return do you get of potatoes i—Sometimes two barrels
out of a barrel, and sometimes five,

1350. Do you put sea-ware on them ?—Yes; but we have to buy the
sen-ware,

1351, Sherifft Nieolson.—From the laird ?—From other lairds. There
i3 not much sea-ware on our landlord’s ground at all. -

1352, Bir Kennetlh Mackenzie.~Do you never get wore than five returos
of potatoes I—Perhaps, if it was a good growing year,

1353. When you get sea-ware on the beach of your own proprietor’s
land, do you pay vour awn proprietor for it +—Qur township has 2 right
to a hit of shore, but, besides that, we buy sea-ware from our landiord,

1354, Did you have a piece of shore on which you could gather sea-
ware without paying for it 7—VYes,

1355. I3 there anything more you wish to state?—I do pot think
there is,
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Samver Niconsow, Cottar, Skerrinish (64)-examfned.

1356, The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman as well as a cottar 7—1 am
not a fisherman.

1357. On what eroft do you live ?—There are three of us, and we live
on a piece of ground that was appointed for us in a corner of the tack of
Skerrinish—an out-of-the-way nnd rocky place—a wet, mossy place.

1338. How much ground have you got 2—It would not make two acres
of proper ground,

1359, Do you keep a cow 7—1I have one cow.

1360. Potate gronnd I plant both potatoes and corn on the bit of
ground I have

1361. Any sheep?—No.

1362. To whom do you pay your rent 2—To the tacksman of Skerrinish.

1363. How much rent —£5, and that in work,

- 1364. How mauy days I-—One hundred days for 2 male and two bundred
for women

1365. Who is the woman who does these two hundred days?—3y own
daughter, and she gets cnly 6d. a day.

1366. My Fraser-Muckintosh—What is the amount for yourself 7—One
shilling a day for myself. I got no food with that, The place will not
suppert mysell and my family.

1367, The Chairman.—When you work to another persom, not the
tacksman, what wages do you receive’—When I was strong, and was
leaving the country to work, [ would get sometimes 6s. a day.

1368. But when you worked in the country 1—3s. a day.

1369. And when your daughter works outside to anybody here how
muchk does she receive 3-—Not less than las

1370. Do you sometimes work for the tacksman voluntarily besides
your obliged work of one hundred days™—Yes.

1371, How much do you get for that +—The same pay—1s. a day.

1372, 1f you preferred to pay the tacksman his rent all in money
instead of labour, would the tacksman accept it in money—the £3 1—No,
he would not take the money.

1373. How did you get the house? Ddid you find it there or build it
yourself 1 —I built the house myself,

1374. Did you build it with your own hands1—With my own hands,

1375. How much moeney dil you spend in the purchase of materials
in order to complete the house %—About £6.

1376. Expended by you, not including your labour 2—1I spent £6 upon
it, besides my work,

1377. How long did it take you to make the house It took time, as
I had to carry the stones, I had to bring the stomes, some of them, 400
or 500 yarda.

1378, Liid the tacksman help you to build yeur house I—Ne.

1379. How long ago was this+—TForty years ago.

1380. When you die, to whom will the house belong 7—The house wounld
belong to my representatives.

1381, Have you a son1—Yes, I have thiree sons and three daughters.

1382. If you went away, and left the house behind you, would anybedy
pay you the wvzlue of the house, or give you any compensationi—If a
persan came in my place, he would take it at a valuaticn.

1383, How much do you think the valuation would be?—Perhaps not
more than £2.
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1384, Have you anything elsetocomplain of 7 —Lhave toma’:. this com-
plaint, that in winter time we only get 8d. per day and women get 4d.

1385. AMr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Then that means it is possible you may
have to serve more than one hundred days?—VYes.

1386, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—1It is one hundred days of ten hoars—
Yes, ten hours,

1387. The Chairman.—Are these the usual terms for a cottar inhabit-
ing a tacksman’s land #—Xo, I do not know a tack in Skye or elsewhers
where so little pay iz given.

1388. Sheriff Nicolson.—Was it the same with the tacksman before
this one #—Yes, we had additional privileges from the predecessor of
the present tacksman—Mr William Macdonald. We could kesp
a few sheep. When the present tacksman's predecessor came I had
to part with the sheep, but he allowed meto keep two sheep. At
the first term he charged me 6s. a head for the grazing of them, and he
sold the lambs for me, anl at last he took away the sheep altogether
from me,

1389. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.— Have you anything to suggest that this
Commission could recommend in erder to better your condition 7—To get
a bit of land at a fair rent.

1390. Skheriff Nicolson.—Had you ever a croft 2—I never had a croft,
but my predecessors lad a croft.

1391, Where?—At Borve,

1392, Were they removed from there 2—Yes.

1393. Whete did your father go when removed t—He cams to Skerri-
nish. It was the farm of Skerrinish that had added to it the townships
from which the crofters were cleaved.

1394, Did your father get a croft when he came there 2 —Ounly a bit,
the same as I bave.

1395. What other means of living have you?—Only my own labour,

1396. Are you able to make a living —XNo.

1397. You are notin good heaith?—I am strong enough to do a little
work about the place.

1398, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do your sons live with you I—No.

399, Mr Fraser-Mackintosk.—Could they help you if you got a little
land 1—Yes, they could ; they are helping me a little now.

1400. And the daughters?—One of the daughters is with me, and
another is married. I bave a son and a daughter married, and they have
enough to do for thewmselves.

1401, Sheriff Nicoison.—How long can the corn and potatees you
raise on your bit of ground keep you alive 7—About three months.

1402, And you have to buy nieal, and everything else, all the year
round +—To buy everything else all the year ruund—fced and clothing for
myself and family.

1403, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie——Are there other two ccttars on the
same footing alongside of you?—VYes, on the same footing.

1404. How long have you been established on the farm?—Forty-two

eArs,
d 1405. Since your father went there +—Forty-two years since my father
was cleared off the township of Borve.

1406, T suppose 1s. & day was the common wages in those days?—
There were no money wages at the time we went; but we had as much
ground as we liked, and grazing, and feed twice s day, in order to
be at the tackswman’s disposal to work for him when he wanted us, at any
time.

1407. And you got food when yon weirked for him ?—Yes,
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1408. When did this 1s, a day commence 7 Twenty years ago. When
the 13, was allowed us, and the rent imposed, we had a good bit of ground,
and we were taking food out of it. That was taken from us, and we we.c
then put into a bad corner—a corner fack contigncus to the township
lands. One thing we want is to get a little bit of land, and to pay for it
to the landlord.

NEem Suaw, Crofter, Eyre (60).-examined.

1409, The Chairman.— We understand you have a particular statement
to make to us of some personnl grievance.  Will you have the gooduness to
make it 7—TI am situated at Eyre six years Whitsunday coming, We are
colaplaining of narrow bounds. We have a smull stock of sheep in
common,

1410. Are you speaking for yourself, or also on behalf of others 7—0n
belialf of others—for the whule township,

1411. Have you been elected as a delegate by the people of the town-
ghip?—Yes. Neil M‘Leod is not at home, and I have been put in lLis
place. We are complaining of the narrow bounds of Lill pastare we have,
Our pasture is enly half a mile broad, framn the bounds of the tack on the
one side to the boundary of the township on the other side of us. This
entails upon us a great deal of herding at these houndaries, We cannot
let a beast pass beyond the boundarica, We are in danger of having
them poinded. We are in danger of losing our place. Kingsburgh is on
the one side of us; Scorrybreck on the other. We are complaining again
of the arable land—it is so had. Tt is shallow land. We are keeping a
few cows and a horse, and a few sheep, and we are losing the lambs for
want of a wintering place ; aud the food that we ought to be using curselves
we are obliged to expend on our stock in winter to keep them alive.
These are onr particular hardships. The soil does not yield crop to us,
and we have no gronud that we can leave out in rotation. Our ground
has been cropped for the past hundred years, and we have no ground to
afford rotation,

1412, Would you state whether the amonnt of hill pasture has been
altered during the memory of man?—No, the hill is as it was, but part of
our arable land was taken from us, and given to others.

1413. Was it given to the tacksmen or given to the other crofrers?
—To other crofters. Part of our ground was taken from us, and two
families were settled upen it by the late factor, Tormore,—three fanilies,
in fact,—and no corresponiding decrease was wade on our rents; cn the
evntrary, our rents were raised.

1414. Where were the other crofters brought from ?—Two women came
from Sleat, and another woman belonged to the township, and a smith
who had been for some tite in the township also.

1415. Why were they removed from their previcus hnmes 7—They were
shifted out of the way because tliere was something ahout one of these
women who catne from Sleat that made it econvenient tu remove her.

1416. Sheriff Nicolson.—How many crofters are there in Eyre -—Thereo
are nine.

1417. What rent do they pay I pay £13, 10s.

1418. What stock do you keep?—Thres cows, two stirks, two two-year-
ofds, and about twenty sheep, aud one horse, The summing is four cows
and no stirks,
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1419. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long have you been in your present
place 3—Bix years.

1420. Where were you before that+—1 was previously in DBracadale,
and then the factor sent us to the lower part of Duirinish. My father
and grandfather were in Ebost, as cottars, paying £11 of rent.

1421, Swr Kenneth Mackenzie.—To whom were they paying rent?-—
Kenneth M‘Leod. Mr Gibbons, the tenant, when he came, took 2 tack,
and removed the tenants.

1422, Professor Mackinnon.—Where did you go then —To Lowergill,
a part of M‘Leod of M‘Leod’s estate, now part of the lands of M*Pherson’s
trustees. I was five years in Lowergill. Then the new factor came-—
Hugh M'Askill of Tallisker. We were ouly five years under him as
factor, Bad times and bad prices came on us, and the plan he tovk with
us was that he made a market for us himself, and he and his officer
would come and gather our cattle together, promising he would get
much better prices for them than the tenants could get. He carried this
on for two years. DBefore the two years were out the ten tenants of us
were paying ten guiness each, and in two years the tenants had got so
much into debt that they were unable to keep their holdings, and the factor
took the lands himself, and five of the crofters went to Australia, Five
remained, and I am one of those five. We then got a bit of the township
that was laid out to us at £40 of rent. We were there until snother
factor came.

1423, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—How long?—Five years, We were
thirty-three years between the two places. It was £1U0 for this bit of
ground ; seven of us were located upon it. Some were getting into debt,
ranning out of their means, and as they ran out we were tiking their land.
At last there were only five of us; we were paying the rent. There was
not a penny of arrears on us. Then Tormore became factor, The factor
got some vacant township lands that were adjoining ours on the estate of
Orbost, and when Tormore came he never rested, and nothing would do
until he became possessed of our lands. He removed the five families of
us, and I believe that they did not owe a sixpence of arrcars among them.

1424, Sheriff Nicolson.—Were you not wishing to go?—We were not
wanting to go. I offered him, when he was saying the rent was too Leary
for us and the place too big for us, that I would be one of two to take
it, and my saying so was tlie cause of my being removed to Eyre. There
was a vacant lot at Iyre, and he himself was then factor for both estates
—for Lord Macdonald’s estate as well—and T was promised T would get
everything I would need if T would only take his advice. I need not tell
how affairs turned out, but I left Lowergill and went to Eyre, where I am
now,

1425. Where were the rest of the people sent to?—One of these
Lowergill tenants is in Pabbay, one at Droadford, two are in Glendale;
and the one that is in Pabbay, when removed from Lowergill, was sent fo
Ramasaig, which is a township alongside Lowergill, and from Ramasaig he
was shifted to Pabbay. Tormore cleared the crofters off the two town-
ships of Hamusaig and Lowergill There were twenty-one crufters in
Ramasaig avd five of us in Lowergill.

1426. Were you there when they were removed from Ramasaig?—I
was in Eyre at the time the Ramasaig people were removed. They were
reinoved twe years after we were,

1427, The Chairman.—Are you personally worse off than you were
in your last place?—I am a good deal worse off than T was in Lowergill,
T am considerably more in debt now ; in fact, I was free of debt when I
lefs Lowergill. That is the difference, and it is a great difference. The
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year I came to Eyre turned out to be a bad year. T got largely into debt
before I managed to pull myself and family through.

1428, Have you anything else to state before you retive ?-—I have one
thiug to say if it could be done for us—if we will get land near its value.
I believe I am paying double rent for the land which I have, and I would
ask, if we got that good land which we might improve, that neither land-
lord nor factor would have the power to remove us.

1429, Sheryff Nicolson.—Would you take a lease ?—No. They would
put us away at the end of it. I built new houses wherever I went,
and T had to leave them all without getting compensation, and I know too
much of factors’ work now. If it could e done—and we are hearing it is
being done in other places—we wish that we could buy the bit of land we
occupy, and that Government would help us to buy it. If the latter
cannot he done, and in the event of our getting land at o fair rent, we
would need to be assured against eviction when we improved it.

1430, The Chairman.—Do you believe, supposing the Government
were helping the crofters to buy land, there would be many crofters willing
to purchase the land, and to pay the Government back by gradual instal-
ments 7—Yes, I believe more than half of them would. How many times
over does the amount that my father aud my grandfatler and I have paid
of rent amount to? '

[ADsoURNED.]

UIG, THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1883,
(See Appendiz 4, TII., VI, XX, XX1I,, XXIIL)
Present :—

Lord Narter ano Errrick, K.T., Chairman,
Sir Kexvera 8. Mackeyzig, Bart.

Doxaip Cangron, Esg. of Lochiel, M.P,

C. Fraser-Macgintosn, Esq., M.P.

Sheriff Nicowsox, LLD.

Professor Mackixxyox, M.A.

Jomy Guuuies, Crofter, South Cuil (60)——examined.
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1431, The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman as well as a crofer 7—No. John Gillies.

1432. You have been freely elected by the people as their delegate I—
Yes,

1433, Have you been alwaysresident here, and are you well acquainted
with the condition and the wishes of the people #—Yes, to the best of my
judgment,

1434. Will you have the gooduess to make your statement of the griev-
ances and hardskips, if any, of which the people whom you represent com-
plain +—Want of sufficient land to support their families, and that at a
reasonable rent, as the place would alford. We are wanting that we
should be treated as we hear other parts of the country are treated,—that
we would not be removed from our holdings. These are the desires and
the grievances, and T liave not much more to say.

F
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1435. Can you suggest anything which could be dune to remedy thess
grievances i—>ore land, out of which we could support ourselves.

1436, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What amount of land do you possess?
—Two acres and a half, I believe, Six stones of meal is all I have been
able to make during the last sixteen years,

1437. Do you thresh all your corn 1--Yes, we thresh all the corn, unless
we give a sheaf to the beasts,

1438. Do you give half the sheaves to the beasts —Yes, and more.

1439, Do you take to the mill al! that you thresh +—No, it would not
be worth while. T would not have half a bell of oats altogether.

1440. What do you do with it when you thresh it?—1J give it to the
stock after threshing it, 1 must needs do that.

1441. Then you have made six stones of meal in the last sixteen years?
—7Yes.

1442, And the rest you have given to the cabtle —Yes, I sow seven
bushels of seed oats.

1443. How much potate seed do you plant #—About four or four and a
half barrels, My land cannot plant more.

1444, Is it all under crop 7—Not altogether. Some of it cannot be
cropped.

1445, Is it in grass 1—1In the sort of grass in which it ever was,

1446. Do the cattle graze the grass, or do you cub it 9—The eattle
eat it.

1447, What stock have you?—A cow and a two-year-old I am
entitled to keep, and I cannot winter the cow on the croft.

1448. What do you buy for it ?—About £2 worth of feoding, besides
the crop of the ground.

1449. Have you any sheep I—A few.

1430, How many %—About twelve,

1451, Any horse ?—I have a horse. T am the only one in the place who
has a horse.

1452, Does the £2 worth of fodder you buy include the keep of the
horse 7—The keep of the horse is exclusive of what I have mentioned,

1453. What do you buy besides for the keep of the horse 3—T spent
about £3 more for the keep of the horse besides the £2. That would not
feed him, but he gets food when out at work with others,

1454, Do yon make a profit of the horse {—That was what I bad in
view in keeping it, but the principal profit which itis to me is that it does
my work.

1455. Of course for 21 acres you do not want a horse’s labour. Do you
employ the horse otherwise for hire ?—Yes, that is the case. I use the
horse to take home my fuel.

1456, How far are you from the moss 7—Three miles,

1457. Do you bring home peats for other people too ?—VYes,

1458. For payment ?—Yes,

1459. What s your rent?—£4, 12s. 64, but T got a reduction about
four years ago. We got 5s. in the pound,

1460, What do you pay now *—About £3, 11s

1461. You spoke about being treated like other parts of the country.
What other parts of the country do you refer to 7--I do net mean in the
country in which I am ; I refer to Ireland.

1462. Do you want a lease, or io have the land for your own?—I do

‘not want a lJease at all; I wish that we would have the land to ourselves.

1463. At what rent do you think you ought to have it 7—1I canrot say
until T would see the amount of land we would get. T would require as
much as would keep up a family.
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14G4. Where would you expect to get this 3—Unless T would get it on
the land where I am,

1463, Bt in any place *—There is plenty of land. I de not see any
land in possession of the erofters which is not too small for them already.
Ifwould take the land which we require from those who have got too much
of it,

1466. Suppesing a large farm taken and divided among the erofters,
would the erofters pay the same rent that the large farmers pay %I can-
not s2y much about that, but I believe it wonld be heavy on them to pay it.

1467, Sheriyff Nicolson.—How long have you been where you are t—1I1
bave been five years in the spot In which T am now.

1468. Where were yon before ?—In a spot near it.

1469. Why were you moved?—To give my land to another.

1470. Who #--~The innkeeper here.

1471, What were you paying before I—The rent was raised twice on me;
T was removed twice.

1472, Where were you removed from the former time?—From North
Cuil first.

1473. Why were you removed from that #—Because the landlord was
wanting that land for himself.

1474. How much were you paying in that first place —£3, 10s.

1475. What stock had you there ™ —A cow and a calf.

1476. How much did you pay in the second place 7—£9, 15s. at
ficst.

1477. And was that raised 3—It was not that the rent was raised, but
T was put out of the land. :

1478, Had you been paying vour rent regularly I—Yes,

1479, Was there any complaint against you?—I am not aware there
was any.

1480, What stock had youl—Seven cows, a horse, and 1 do not
remember how many sheep. I could keep abdut thirty sheep.

1481. Did that support you and your family comfortably 3—1 was
middling comfortable on it.

1482, Are you not so now i—No.

1483. YWhat other means of living have you besides your bit of
eroft 7--Only what T earn with the help of the horse, unless I buy and sell
8 beast.

1484, s there any work to be got here I—Some,

1435, 'What kind 7—Field labour.

1486, Is there any regular work +-—No, not every day.

1487. What wages are given '—1I cannot say from personal experience,

1488, Have more of the people been removed from that same place
which you were in - Yes.

1489, At the sam> time with you ?—Yes, the last time I was removed.

1400, What year was that 7—Five or six years age.

1491. How many tenants were removed :—Five, I think.

1492, Where were they sent to I—Two of them are still in Bensoraig,
one in (ilen Hinisdale, and another in Idrigill,

1493, Were any others removed within a few years back 7—There were
no removals since then, but at that time five were removed from the other
side of the loch,

1494, Why were they removed !—I do not know of anything but the
will of the landlord.

1495, Who was the tenant %-—Donald Ross has gof their land now.

1496. Who got the land of the other people in Bensoralg—Mr
Uryuhart, the innkeeper.

e
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1487, Are the two men in Bensoraig living on land left to them?
—One of them has got land, and I do not think the other has got
any.
}1)498. Had he before 1—No ; it was not good crefts before ; there was not
a good croft in it

1499. Has any hill pasture been teken away from the people about here
in your recollection, which they bad before 2—Not about here.

1500, Have you any diffienlty in paying your rent '—Yes.

1501. Are you in arrears just now 7—Yes,

1502. Have you ever given a bill for payment of the rent?—
Yes.

1503. Who would sign the bill for you?—A brother of mine signed it
once.

1504. Is there a good deal of that done on this property 2—-There was
at any rate at one time. I was signing plenty of them myself.

1505. Was that when your were in the other place —When [ was in the
other place; bub it is not my having been removed that has left me so
unable to do what T could do before,

1506, fr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say that when you were first
removed it was thelandlord who wanted the place. Has the landlord that
place still —Mr Urguhart has now got the land from which [ was first
removed, under a tack.

1507. Who was in the place where you now are before you were put
there 7—The man who oceupied it before me is not living,

1508. Then yon went into an empty croft 9—Yes.

1509. Have these removals been prejudicial te you? Have you been
falling off at each removal +—Yes, falling off, and that not little.

1510. Are you able to say, from your own ubservation in regard to other
reople who have been removed and shifted in this way, whether it has
ever been for their benefit or whether it has been the reverse?—Possibly
there may bave been one who was bettered, but 1 do not remember an
instance but it was worse for every one of them,

1511. Is the population upon this estate or in this very neighbourhood
increasing or decreasing, or stationary 2—The population is increasing, I
believe, but many have to leave the country because of the smallness of
the holdings, .

1312, With regard to the fishings in this bay, are you well acquainted
with the fishing in this bay and neighbourhood ?—Yes, I am acquainted
with the fishing in this bay, but there is no fishing now,

1513. Why?—The fish are not there. T believe there are three years
that they have got no fishings. They have spoiled their tackle in their
endeavours to fish during that time.

1514. What do you mean by that ?—Using the tackle and no fish in it,

1515, Are there no herring —XNo herring is to be found here.

1516. Then a quay for landing their boats and going off would practically
be of no use in this particular spot *—1I have seen fishing hers before, and
there may be fishing yet, and the quay would certainly not be in the way
bere. A guay wonld be of good service to us, for we could get our supplies
landed without loss or damage, as it is from the south country we are
getting our supplies.

1517. Suppose you could have a quay where you eould go in and out in
all ordivary weather, would people go to some distance to fishi—Yes. I
cannot say they would go out in all weathers, but they would go out in
any likely weather,

1518. They would do that 7—Oh yes; they are doing so now ; they use
their endsavours now in very unlikely weather.
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1519. Is this bay very much exposed to the west winds?—Ves; the
shizlter would be ou the other side, ou the north side, in such weather.

1520. Professor Mackinnon.—When you had that croft from which you
were removed last, the £9, 13s. croft, did you consider the rent too high?
—Not at the time.

1521. Was the eroft big enough 7—A good part of it was of use to me.

1522. And with rezard to the croft which you have now, do you
complain that it is too small or that the rent is too high 7—The rent is too
hizh. Should I have the croft for nuthing it would not be of use to me.

1523. The rent is too high, but the worst thing is that the eroft is too
smail —Yes.

1524, What about the houses T When 1 leit the first place T got £7 as
the value of the house I left. The wall of that honse cost me £15 to baild.

1525. Then the second 9—At the next place from which I was removed,
I quarried all the stones for the house which I bLuilt, and I got no com-
peusation for it )

1526. And did you build the house in which yon are just now —The
house in which T am just now I found built,—the wall of it at least, I
myself put the roof ou it, and I am asked to pay 15s. of rent for the bare
walls, and T got nothing for the walls that I left behind,

1527. Tu whom have you to pay this 15s. 7—To the factor,

1528, Did you bring tlie roof you had in the previous house to this
hiouse, or did you have to buy the wood 1-—I brought the roof from the l:st
house. :

1529, Sherif Nieolson.—How many crofters are there in the plice
where you are I—Eight.

1530. What do they pay %—One pays less than [ do, and the rest pay
mote.

1531. Progessor Mackinnon.—You want more land. Is there land about
here which you might get?—Yes, not far off, if we could only get access to it.

1532, Where ?—There is a beautiful glen out there—Gien Ulg.

1533. Who occupies it now I—Mr Urgubart.

1234. Is that the same Mr Urquhart whom we have been hearing
about i—VYes.

1535. Was that place in posscssion of small tenants before 7—Yes.

1536. How long ago was that —Fifteen or sixteen years ago.

1537. Do you know of any people coming from other places into the
erofts about here, or were they merely people of the place I—There were o
strange crofters taken in.

1538. 8o it is just the clearing of the place for a big farm, and the
natural increase of the population that bas caused the overcrowding 7—XNo
doubt of that.

1539. The Chairman.—Suppose that the proprietor was disposed to
allow the people to make new crofts in Glen Ulg, and that these were to
be made crofts of £10 value, would the crofters here be willing and able
to go out to Glen Ulig and build houses, and fence the land, and stock it
and cultivate it 2-—They would be willing encugh to do that, but T do n.t
know they would be quite able to do it without help,

1540, 1f the proprietor was to allow them to do it for the fiest year at
a smaller rent, would they be able to do it?%—Not without help to stock
the ground, and if they could but cnce get the crop cut and take food out
of it, I believe they would be able to pay on ever alter that,

1541. If such erofts were constituted in a new place, do you think it
ought to be probibited to divide them afterwards into half crofts I—I think
it should be prohibited. I believe that stich a subdivision has caused a
good deal of lusz already.
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1512, But would not the people themselves press the landlord to be
allowed to subdivide, for the sake of their families #—1I believe the crofters
would ask the landlord to allow them to doso. I think the landlord
should not accede to snch wishes,

1543, Then you would approve of the creation of £10 erofts, with a
prohibition ever afterwards tu divide themi—Yes, I would approve of
that.

1544, Would it be better to have them £20 crofts, or do you consider
a £10 croft a good sort of eroft 1—A £20 croft would be better, and such
a croft would be likely to do, and the people of this place are not likely
to ask more, for such a eroft at such a rent would support their families
comfortably.

1545. You stated you were in the habit of earning your subsistence by
working for other people.  When you work for other people without your
horse, how much do you get per day -1 only work with the horse.

1546. When you work with the horse, how much do you get?—In
some places 58, a day, and I feed myself,

1547. Do you sometimes work with your horse for the proprietor?--1
never worked for him but one day.

1348. Do you ever work for some tacksman or gentleman +—No, I may
work for the poor people who have no horses themselves.

1549, If yon had constant work with your horse at Bs. a day, would
you rather earn a subsistence that way, or would you prefer to havea
larger piece of land and work on the land for yourself 2—I would rather
have the land. T would need the piece of land to enable me to feed the
horse. ‘I would prefer the piece of land.

1550, AMr Cameron.—\What is the smallest size of croft on which yuu
think a family could be maintained zll the year round 3—That is according
to the place where I would see the croft.

1551. But in your own district, how many cows and how many acres cf
arable ground at the least?—A croft of 9 or 10 acres, and I would keep
six cows on that.

1552. What do you think would be a fair rent for thati—In my
experience in former days, such a croft would be had at £6.

15563. Do you think that would be a fair rent now {—1I do not say that
would not be accounted a small reut now-a-days.

1554, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—In the days when that was considered
& usual rent, what was the rate of wages ?*—There was not much day’s work
going on in those days,

1553, The Chairman.—Have you any other remark you wish to make
bzfore you retire ?—I have nothing more to say further than I have said
already—that I know of no likely remedy to improve the condition of the
people, but to give them sufficient land to keep their families in comfort,
and if they do not get that they will be very much worse than they are.
1 myself, whatever way I may be able to procure it, have to spend £16 a
year on meal from Glasgow.

Perer M‘Doxatp, Crofter, Glen Hinisdale (51)—examiued.

1556, The Chairman.—You have a written statement to read to the
Commission’—Yes. *Atameeting of crofters in Glen Hinisdale on 2d May
¢ 1883,—Malcolm M‘Leuvd, crofter, in the chair,—a resolution was passed
¢ and carried. The principal cause of our grievance is the repeated rising
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fof ourrent. When Major Fraser got the estate, our rents were from £3,
¢ 3s. to £5, 10s,, and he raised it to £11 and £13, 10s., with the exception
¢ of two crofts, whose rents were when he became proprietor £11, and he
¢ raised them to £24, 10s. and £25, also an assessment of 2s. 5d. per £1,
¢ rendering our condition such that, should our rents be reduced to the sum
‘it was when Major Fraser became proprietor, it would take a considerable
f time before we could clear ourselves from our just debts. Of fifteen
¢ crofters our labilities amount to over £600 sterling, and with but few
f exceptions our credit is gone also; our stock is unsaleable at this time,
¢ owing to their impoverished condition. Our grazing will not carry more
f than half the stock assigned to it ; the death-rate is excessive both summer
“and winter ; some of us at times lose perhaps the half of Lissmall number.
¢ Concerning the cultivating land, the soil is so poor, that on an average for

¢ six years back, if any of us makes a boll or two of meal from his own oats, -

* he must buy sowing seed. Our houses are scarcely habitable, which we
¢ cannot Tepair owing to our being so poor, and for want of lime and wood,
¢ We also suffer great inconvenience from the want of our roads, which were
¢ destroyed by the great floed of 1877, and never was repaired, although we
¢ pay for roads, and have done so for a considerable time. We pray that
¢ the Royal Commission will give us the land in a way that we can live on,
“and in such a way that the proprietor cannot raise our rent or remove us,
¢ although we would improve our lands.  (Signed) Mazcory M‘LEon.’

1557, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Were you present at the meeting when
this was agreed to?—Yes,

1558, Is Malcolm M‘Leod, who was in the chair, present to-day i—He is
here to-day.

1559, Who chose you for examination to-day +—The people of Glen
Henisdale,

1560, Did they select anybody besides you I--Yes,

1561. Is Malcolm M¢Leod one of them I—No.

1562, Bo far as you know, does this express the view of the people of
the glen?—.\ good part of their wishes.

1563, You mean to say they all agree in this so far as it goes?
~—Yes.

1564. In the whole of it 7—Every man of them.

1565, And in the whale of the paper}—7Yes.

1566. Is there anything else that you would like to say 3-—~Yes. Our
holdings are too small, even if they were of their value,

1567, How mauy holdings are there in Glen Henisdale now —TFifteen.

1568, How many were there when Captain Fraser got the property?}
—TFifteen,

1569. Then they are not increased in number +—No.

1570, No land has been taken from them? —Not since the captain
came,

1571. Was there land taken from them before that 2—Yes, the hill.

1572. How much hill I—A great piece.

1573. How long ago is that 3—It way be sixty years ago,

1574. What became of the hill?—It was added to the Kingsburgh
tack,

1575. What stock are they able to keep on the hill they have now? In
the first place, what are they allowed to keep -—Four cows aud fifty sheep
and a horse.

1576. Has each of them got that?—FEach of us have not got that, or
the balf, but that is the summing.

1577. What will the place keep !—The place will not keep half that
number,
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1578, What have you got yourself 7—I have six cow= and seven youung
beasts. I buy grass every year.

1579. Have you a horse +—Yes, two horses,

1580. And sheep ?—Yes, about fifty old sheep and twenty hoggs.

1581. What rent are you paying —£24, 10s.

1582. Is yours a duuble Lot ¢—Yes, mine is & double lot.

1583, Then the other tenants will have about half the stock that you
have3—Yes; the other tenants lLave a little more than the half that I
have.

1584. There are thirteen crofts and two double ones —Yes,

1585. Whaut stock are the single crofts keeping 1—Two cows, two youug
beasts, aud sbout twenty or thirty sheep,

1586. Including hoggs?—Yes.

1587. Any horse?—They have a horse also.

1588. Whom do you take the extra grass from?—I get the grazing of
a cow for 2s. 6d. in any part of the estate; that is to say, not in auy part,
but in most of it

1589. Do you get it from the crofters or the large farmers +—From the
crofters, You will not get it from the large farmers.

1590. Is that in summer }—Yes,

1591. For how long do you get the grass for half a crown?—For half
the year, from Whitsunday. The small tenants, many of them, have not
got cows. They have become so poor, and they are glad to let their
grazing in this way.

1592, Then it is not the case generally that the people cannot keep the
summing of their place?—Because they have not got the stock on it.
They have become so poor; they have not got cattle, and they make use
of it in this way.

1593. How do you keep these cattle in winter that you graze out in
summer ?—From those who have got no cattle themselves.

1594. Do you buy fodder i—Yes,

1595, How much fodder do you usually buy +—Two stacks sometimes,
or one stack of corn.

1596. What do they cost yon +—According to the year, £3 or £4.

1397, Ts that for one or two stacks 2—For one stack, and sometimes £3.

1598, You spend from £2 to £4 usually upon fodder in the year?—
Yes, often.

1599, The crofters ask that they should get the croft in such a way
that the proprietor could not raise their reats if they improved the land.
Would their lands bear improvement ? —Yes, some of them sre improvable ;
the land is bad, but some of it is improvable.

1600, Would they improve it if they were not afraid the rent wounld
be raised I—Yes, no doubt of that.

1601. Have eny improvements been effected within your mewmory i—
Yes.

1602. Was the raising of the rent due to these improvements having
been made +—TI cannot say that, but it was when we had improved our
crofts that the rent was raised,

1603. Was the rent raised more than once 3—Yes,

1604, How many timest-—Three times, I think,

1605. When was the first I—Shortly after the captain got the property.

1606. Were there improvements made after their rents were raised the
first time 7—Yes, some of them. Most of them were improved a little.

1607, In what way? Did they trench the groundi—Drains and
trenches,

1608. They do trench the ground }—Yes.
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1609. Was there ths same rise upon each of the fifteen?—Not
altogether.

1610. Did those who improved most suffer the greatest rise t—1 do not
think so with regard to Glen Henisdale, but it was the case in Glen Uig
where I first was.

1611, Then it is not the same fifteen tenants who are in Glen Henisdale
pow who were there from the firat 3—No.

1612. How many of them are changed ?—There are five new tenants,
What beeame of the five who occupied these places before i—They became
50 poor that they preferred leaving the place.

1613. Where did they go3—Some to Portree, some to Glasgow, some
to Australia.

1614, Are they doing well in Australial—Yes, those who are in
Australia are doing well.

1615. Ars there any people in this country whoe would care to go to
Australiz if there were means provided?—I do not know, but I believe
there are.

1616. You mentioned they are £600 in debt. Are those debts to the
meal-dealers, to the Jandlord, or to the bank principally 7—DBoth to the
landlord aund the meal-dealer and the bank.

1617, To go back about five years, what would be the amount of the
debts on the place then 2—1 cannot say; not the thicd part of that.

1618, What is the difference between your own indebtedness now and
your indebtedness five years ago%—1 was not in debt at all five years ago.

1619, You have got into debt now #—Yes.

1620, To othera besides the proprietor —VYes,

1621, Has it been the custom for some time to pay the rent by bills
drawn upon the banks ? —Yes, some of them.

1622. Had they anything to pay for these loans of money, besides
interest #—Yes.

1623. To the persons who granted the bills 7—Ves.

1624, At what rate was it,—how much per pound }—Some 1s. or 2s,
in the pound. They say so.

1625. Mr Fraser-Muckintosh. Do you mean for first granting, or for a
renewal —1 cannot say particularly about that,

1626. Sheriff Nicolson.—Were the rents regularly paid in Glen
Hinisdale -~ Yes, till about a year or two ago.

1627, Was there a proposal last year to remove the people to Australia ?
—Yes.

1628. What was the proposal made by Captain Fraser ?—He was going
to give us two years' rent back, and to take our effeets at 2 valuation.

1629. Where was it proposed you should emigrate to I—Some of them
were thinking of going to America and to Australia, and others could not
emigrate at all. There were those who could not pay the cart to take
their effects to Portree.

1630. Were some of you willing to go?—Yes,

1631, Most of the people, I think —T believe so,

1632, What was the reason why the thing was broken off +—T do not
know. Some of them drew back. We believed that those who drew back
had been bribed to do so,—bought te do so.

1633. By whom I—I do not know,

1634. Did you agree to go on condition that the whole of the people
should go, and sign a paper to that efiect I—Yes, they agreed to go if all
would go.

1635. And some then refused to go+—Yes.

1636. And then you considered that the agreement was broken by that, aud
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that you were not bound to go?—The landlord drew back frem his pro-
nise. :

1637. Because you would not alt go —Yes.

1638, How many people were there that drew back 1—I do not know ;
about half of them.

1639, Have you anything to go upon except suspicion in regard to the
alleged bribery of these people I have onty suspieion,

1640, Have these people shown any difference in their means or condi-
tion from the others since that time !—No.

1641. You have a schoolhouse at Glen Hinisdale +—Yes.

1642. One of the board schools ?—Yes.

1643. Is it well attended I—We have no schoolmaster just now.

1644. How lung has it been vacauti—From last winter we have not
had a schoolmaster.

1645. What is the reason of that I—I do not know,

1646. Is there a school board in the parish?—Yes.

1647. Whoisthe chairman—I de not knowbut it is the Rev, Mr Lamont,

1648, Whois the clerk 7—3r Maedonald, Portree, factor.

1619. Have any members of the board ever visited the school or had a
meeting upon the sabject there within the last year I—No, none of them
visited us. They hold their meetiogs at Kensalegre.

1650. Have youn a board officer ¢—Yes.

1651. Where does he live —At Ulg,

1652. How often does he vigit you I—1I do not know.

1633. Did you ever see him there —There is no occasion for him to
visit us when there is no schoolmaster.

1654. About how many children are there in the place between the ages
of five and thirteen?—I should think there are twenty-five ; perbaps
there are more than that.

1655, And have these been getting no teaching for the last balf year?
—They have been getting no teaching for the last balf year.

1656. Mr Cameron.—Did you hear the evidence given by the last
witness —Yes, T heard the most part of it

1657. Do you agree that a croft of 10 acres, with six cows, is the least
upen which a family can maintain itself for the whole year in comfort 1—
It would be little enough. Ten aeres of ground will not on any part of
this estate keep six cows. It would not keep three cows with us.

1658. Of course arable land is meant,—the wintering ?---Yes.

1639. Now, on your croft you have six cows and what you have told
us. Do you consider that enough to keep a family for the whole year?—
It would not suppert a family for a month, without live stock,

1660. But you have your sheep. I am speaking of your whole
holding 7—Our township iz the worst land on the estate,

1661. What do you sell off your croft in the shape of cattle and sheep
and wool —About three wedders, each tenant, on an average, That was
the case last year,

1662. How many cattle I—Our whole township only sold four cattle
last year. We are only two of us, and the two of us sold of the increase
of our stock three stirks and one two-year-old.

1663, Qut of that, what came to your share in money value —About
£15 or £16.

1664, Was last year 2 bad year, or an average year, or a good yearT—
Some years the yield might be worse than that, sume years might be better.

1665. A good average year, in fact'—Yes,

1666. How many acres of ground are there on the double croft —Not
more than 10 acres,
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16G7. Ito you consider the 10 acres of arable ground, with the produce
of your cows and £16 derived from the sale of beasts, is sufficient to keep
a family comfortably during the year —XNo, it would not keep my family
in comfort.

1668, Would it require to be doubled in order to leeep the family in
comfort, or would balf us much again be sufficient =—We would need
double that. ‘

1669. Is all your ground alternately planted with potatoes and eorn, cr
do you ever lay duwn grass in rotation?—We can only leave out very
little of it, and it would require very much manure to put it in Leart to
yield any crop. Tt would go back to hoather in three years.

1670. As a matter of fact, do you sow it out in grass at ali?
—No.

1671. Do you ever put on any artificial manure or lime?—We put
guano on potatoes and turnips,

1672, There is po sea-ware about?—We have no sea-ware. It is too
far away from us. We use a little.

1673, Does anybody ever put any lime on their land *—XNo.

1674. Is lime expensive where you come from I—Yes.

1675, Very dear +—VYes.

1676. What do you mean by the statement in the resolution you have
submitted that the death-rate was excessive. Is it cattle or people?—
Sheep.

1677. Do you consider your rent too high 7—Yes.

1678. What would you consider a fair rent for your holding %I cannot
say what would be a reasonable rent for the ugly place. If you ask me
what would be s reasonable rent in the place which I bad before, it waa
£8 when Captain Fraser became proprietor.

1679. And you thought that a reasonable rent?—Yes; that was in
Glen Uig.

1680. What stuck had you then 3—Seven cows, big and Little.

1681. How many acres of arable ground +—Between & and 10 acres.

16832, Any sheep +—Up to fifty a piece.

1683. Why had the people any suspicion there was any bribing or
undue influence used to induce the half of them to draw back from their
undertaking to go to Australia —I was thinking that the landlord could
keep them to the agreement when every one of them had signed it.

1684. But whom did you or the people suspect of having used influence
Who got them to change their minds %I thought it was from the landlord
it came.

1685, What interest conld the landlord have had in not wishing the
people to emigrate I—That the place was dear, and I do not think any-
body else would give the rent for it,—that he would not not get the same
rent for it.

1686. But you think nobody except the landlord could have had any
interest in endeavouring to dissuade the people from going abroad +—I
did not think that anybody else bad influence,

1687. And you mever had any suspicion of anybody else having
influence +—No.

1688, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh—\Who has got the land from which you
were removed when you went to your present place +—The inukeeper, Mr
Urquhart.

1989, Were you benefited by the change, or the reverse !—I was much
the worse of it.

1690. Did you go to the place which you call the worst part upon the
property, because there was no other place open to you 7—Yes.
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1691, Who was there before you?—A crofter who left the place and
went to Glisgaw.

1692, Was that man starved out, or what made him go +—It was getting
poorer he was.

1693, Who is*Mr Urquhart, whom we hear about? Does he belong to
the locality, or is he a stranger 7—He does not belong to this island.

1694, Where did he come from, and when 7—He came with the captain ;
I do not know from where,

1695, Can you give us any idea how many people have been dispossessed
for the sake of Mr Urguhart?—1t was not Mr Urqubart who had the
place then.

1696. Who was it 7—The landlord kimself had the land first which Mz
Urquhart has now.

1697. How many peopls were removed in consequence of the landlord
coming here, from the lands now occupied by Mr Urquhbari }—Twenty
families were in the upper part, and more, and cottars besides ; and twenty-
three families from the lower ground.

1698. And all that has occurred within a comparatively recent period 1
—-It was in Captain Fraser’s time.

1690, Can you say of your own knowledge, in regard to those peopls
who have been removed, that their circumstances are better or worse by
this removal I know that they are not the better of their removal.

1700. I suppose there is no fishing about your place}—It is far from
the sea.

1701. I think you made some complaint that you have no road. Will
you explain that 7—We are two miles from the country road. There is a
cart track, but the floods spoiled it, and carried away a sort of bridge that
was on it

1702. The Chairman.—You stated that the Tent of the crofts in your
place had been raised two or three times. [Is that the case+—Yes,

17G3. When the rents were raised, did the erofters make an earnest
remonstrance to the proprietor, and represent that it would be a hard-
ship —We were not seeing the landlord at all. It was the factor who
was raising the rent upon us.

1704, Did they make an earnest remonstrance to the factor 7—VYes.

1705. Who was the factor?—Mr Alexander M‘Donald,

1706. Do you consider that the reut of the crofts generally on this
eatate, and particularly at your own place, are higher than the rents of
the corresponding crofts on other estates in the island 7—Yes,

1707. You spoke of certain improvements that had been made at a
previous period on the croft. Did the landlord contribute to make those
improvements, or were they made by the crofters +—We got a little help
from the landlord.

1708. In what respect t—He sent the ground officer to value the work
when he raised the rents last.

1709. Did he make any payment 7—I got £6.

1710. Has the landlord been in the habit of visiting the place himself
and interesting himself in the condition of the people, or are your relations
entirely with the factor and the ground officer 7—I have seen the landlord
once or twice in our place,

1711. When youn are in debt to the bank, what rate of interest do you
pay to the bank for advancesI—About 1s. in the pound.

1712. Do you make any other payment to the bank except the simple
rate of 5 per cent. I—No.

1713. Are the erofters in the habit of getting their neizhbours or other
people to be thelr security to the bank 1—They say so.
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1714, When they obtain other persons to be security, are they in the
habit of paying anything to these other persons #—Yes.

1715. How much have you heard they pay ™—I heard that some were
getting 2s. in the pound, and others 1s.

1716. What class of persons are these who became security 7 Are they
friends or neighbours, or are they tradesmen or other persons outside I—
Any one who may have money in the bank and whom the bank will
accept.

1717. Does the ground officer or anybedy connected with the estate
ever become security for the people ---No, [ have not known a case of that
kind,

1718, Did you hear the former witness say it would be desirable to
make new £10 crofts in some other place —Yes,

1719, In case new crofis were made in new places, and if the Govern-
ment was inclined to assist the people in purchasing these crofts for them-
selves, do you think that any people liere would be inclined to accept the
offer and repay the Governmeunt by instalments '—I know that they would
be willing,

1720, Would they be able to pay the Government the interest of the
money which the Government advanced, and would they be able to pay
instalments to cancel the debt ?—1T should think it would be easier for them
to pay that than as they are.

1721. Speaking of the hill pasture attached to the crofts, is the hill
pasture ever fenced round against the neighbouring farms —No.

1722, Would it be a great convenience to the crofters if fences were
put round the hill pasture ?—Yes.

1723, Would they be disposed to contribute to the expense if the
landlord undertook part of it%—T am sure they would, if they had the
place in such a way that it would pay them.

1724, Have you any other remark that you wish to make before
retiring —No.

Doxarp Beaton, Crofter, Earlish (74)—examined.

1725. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected to be a delegate here?
—VYes.

1726, Will you be so good as to state what are the complaints of Fhe
people at EarhishT—That the rent is so heavy that we cannot live on the
land, and we have to go everywhere to earn money to support us. I have
here a receipt for the rent I was paying in 1852 and a receipt for the rent
just now.

1727, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The same lands 7—The same lands.

1728, The Chairman.—ITs that half a year’s rent ora full year's rent —
A full years rent. In 1852 it was £3, 17s B8d ; and in 1880 the rent
was £9; poor rate, 9s. 9d. ; school rate, 65, ; roads, Js. ; interest, 2s. 3d.;
in &ll, £10, 1s,

1729. Sir Kenneth Muackenzie—Have you not got & reduction on that
£91 Yes, I got a reduction of £1 last year.

1730, Besides the rates I—The £2 includes rates and taves.

1731, Do you know what the rent was without the rates and taxest—
T cannot say, but that is the amount of the rent with the rates.

1732, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you pay any rates or taxes in
18521—No, not at that time. I paid no rates and taxes in addition to the
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£3, 175 84, We canuot live paying our present rent with two cows, TIf T
had five followers from them this year I would have none next year, the
place is so bad, There is no feeding for them. I have only two of a
family now, and it is more than a year since my family or I ate any pro-
duce of our soil,—buying everything from the merchapt, even seed. We
got seed this year from the landlord, Ve got 4 bushels of seed oats this
vear, and a barrel of potatoes, from the landlerd, and we will have to pay
it back. We wish to have as much of the land as would keep us alive
and would cunable us to pay the landlord, instead of going from country
to country as slaves. Thers is plenty land in the Isle of Skye, if
wg could only get it, which would support double the population, We
have only got the remnaunts of the land which the tacksmen have,—rvem-
nants which the tacksmen would not take. The land is very bad and very
thin,—very shallow. My holding is very poor indeed when I camnot
support three of ws out of it, As to the rent, we have not the promise
that the reduction shall continue.

1733, AMr Cameron.—Where would you like to get other land to add to
your farm *—Any place where I would get it.  Is there pot land all about
us,—big tacks?

1734. Mention one ? —The nearest tack is Cuiderach, next to Kingsburgh,

1735. Would you be able to pay for the stock if you got those lands —
No. I have two cows and two two-year-old’s, and a stirk, and none of them
belong to myaelf.

1736, Where do you propose to raise money to pay for the stock that
would be necessary to put upon this pew farm?—From the charitable
gentlemen outside of the tsland of Skye,—and perhaps they may be present
here to-day,—who are sending money to help Skye people ; and perhaps
we might be able to get money till the place would enable us to repay
it. There are people among us who are as willing to repay any such
advances, and their honest debts, as can be,

1737. Have you heard that in the rest of the Isle of Skye there are
similar complaints, and that the crofters want more land *—1I do not know,
but T know that we have such a complaint among ourselves,

1738 What is the rate of wazges in your district —No wages unless it
b2 1s, 6d. a day, between that and s,

1739. 8ir Keuneth Mackenzie—¥What are the men getting who are
employed on the reads—1I do not know. I do not think they are getting
much, There are very few men working on the roads. T have been going
to Kiutyre for the past ten years, remalining there at work antil winter
time, while the work is to be done, and wken my spring work is over I
expect to leave the country again this year

1740. The Chairman.—How much does it cost you to go to Kintyre,
and how much to come back?—£1 going and £1 returning; and the
gentleman was giving my companions and myself 33s. each to meet the
expense. :

1741, How much do you get per day while you are there?—2s. 6d. a
day, and lodging, but we have to feed ourselves,

1743, Professor Muckinnon.—How many crofters are there in Earlish?
-—Twenty lots, and two of the lots have two families each.

1743, What stock arz thoy allowed to keep?!—The summing of the
croft is three cows, ten sheep, and a horse, but I have only seven sheep. [
have a horse.

1744, The rent in 1882 was £3, 17s 8d,, and two years ago £%. How
often was it raised 1—Three times.

1745, Was that all during the present proprietor’s time!—Yes. I
believe wa have been paying rent more than a hundred years,
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1746. At what date was the rent raised, before the present proprietor
came?—I do not know that there was any rise in the rent previous to the
time of the present proprietor.

1747. What was the rent in your earliest recollection +—The same rent
for which I have produced a receipt,

1748, Your comnplaint is that the eroft is too small and the rent foo
high%—Yes.

1749. You say that the reduction which was given last year is not
promiged for thé future?—It may be continued, but no promise has been
made.

1750, What reason was given for making the reduction 7—That the
landlord saw the rent was too high, I suppose.

1751, Was it because the times were bad —Partly owing to the badness
of the times,

17563, Sir Kenneth Maclenizie.—You said there were twenty crofts, and
two crofts had double families. How many crofters were there when you
first recotlect I—Twenty,—the same number ; but in times past it was four,
aud then the ground was cut into lots, My futher got one of these
original lots, and I suceeeded him in the lot.

1753. Your father was a sub-tenant of the four who held it originally?
—He was not one of the four; he was one of the twenty who got the sub-
diviston of the four.

1754. But these twenty were living on the land at the time, though they
had not a share -—They were taken from other places,

1755, Where was your father before be came to Farlish?—At
Keistle.

1786, Professor Mackinnon.—Since the lots were subdivided in that way
have the marches of the arable land and of the pasture land remained the
same *—The same marches.

1757, Both arabls land and pasture land =—7Yes,

1758. There was no pasture land taken awayt—A piece of the hill
pasture was taken from us, but it was added to another township which
was as needy as we were, Where there were crofters.

1759, It was not added to a big tack 1 —No.

1760. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What was the date when this division
took place I was not born when that was doue.

1761, And the lands are not smaller now than they were then—No.

1762. And the people are not more numerous $-—No, but there are poor
among us who have not got land at all.

1763. How many of these are there 7—A good namber. There are
seven.

1764. Were they born in the place, or did they come from outside —
They were not all born in Earlish,

1765. Have they gone there with the proprietor’s leave or without it?
—1It was with the proprietor’s leave that some of them came from Uig,

1766, Does it help to impoverish the place that those peaple should be
settled there?—The township is not at all the better of it. Though we are
paying poor rates, those poor people are coming about the houses the same
as before.

1767. You said the land was very thin, shallow, and bad. Has any-
thing been done to deepen the land in the way of trenching +—Those of
the tenants who had wet land were draining it, snd we are taking the sand
from the kaolls and spreading it wlhere the soil is shallower. My son and
myself were working the whele of last winter at that work, and doing a
little of it every year.

1768, Do you lime the land$}—No, we cannot get it. There is
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not limestone on the place. In Lord Macdonald’s time there were several
lots that were cheaper than mine.

1769. Have they been all raised i—They were all raised the same as
mine was in Captain Fraser’a time.

Dowarp Ross, Crofter, Idrigill (68)—eixamined.

1770, The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate of the
people of ldrigill +—Yes,

1771. You have a statement to read to the Commissionersi—7Ves.
¢ At a mesting of crofters at Idrigill, on 7th May 1883,—William Campheil
¢ in the chair,-—the following resolution was agreed to:—That it is abso-
“ lutely necessary that additional land should be given to each crofter in
¢ order to enable him to live, as our present holdings are utterly inade-
¢ quate to support us for two months in a favourable year. Our existence
¢ depends on the immediate enlargement of our crofts. We also feel it to
“ be a great grievance that we are prevented by the smallness of our crofts
¢ from keeping a horse to help us with the tillage, as it is laborious and even
¢ degradivg for our women and men to have to carry all manure and sea-
¢ ware on their backs. The want of hill grazing is very much felt by us
* in various ways, First the want of hill grazing prevents us from keep-
* ing some sheep. The result of that prevention is that many of us have
* no better bed clothes than old bags formerly used in conveying whelks
‘ to Glasgow. We also desire to bring under the notice of the Commis-
¢ sion that we are under the necessity of keeping a herd to keep away the
* sheep of neighbouring tacks, which often do damage to our little crops.
‘ We dare not compiain for fear of eviction. The ses-ware on our fore-
¢ shores is mot sufficient for the manuring our several crofts. We often
‘ have to go to the outlying tenantless islands to cut sea-ware, The pro-
¢ prietor Captain M‘Donald, Waternish, prohibits us from dving so. Weare
¢ thirty-seven families in Idrigill For many years back we often have to
‘ go to the banks for cur rents, and to other money lenders, so that our pre-
¢ sent debts are nearly £700. Our credit with but few exceptions is gone,
‘ We welcome the Commission, and these our truthful grievances we leave
¢ with confidence in their hands.’

1772, Do you wish to add anything to that statement 7—Neot much
further than what is expressed in the paper.  We want more land, to pay
s rent,  The land we have is teo small.  'We cannot support our families
on it. 'We have just about two and a half acres each. We havea cow
and a stirk, but no sheep and no horse,

1773. What is the rent 1—OQur rent is £4 and a few pence.

1774, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Does that include the rates —Inclusive
of rates. It used to be £3, until the last reduction.

1775. Mr Cameron.—Do they all pay the same 7—Two or three of us
are paying 2s. 6d. more than that.

1776, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—TIs it pald, or mostly in arrear i—Some
of us are in arrear. Some of them had to use the money in buymg food,
The summing is one cow, one stirk, no sheep, no horse.

1777, The Chairman.—XNo hill pasture i—No.

1778, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Is there no place that the cows graze
upon —Yes, there is a place out at the back for the cows.

1779, The Chairman.—How much arable land —About two and a half
acres. We go to Waternish to get sea-ware, but the proprietor forbids us,
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1720. How much was the reat at the carliest pericd you recollect ?—
£2, 175, 6d. Then, by act of Government, we made drains, and 1s. 6d,
was latd upon our crofts for drainage interest.

1781. That is, 1s. 64d. in the pound It was 1s. 6d. on the whole sum
that was expended con the drains.

1782, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Then what next?—The rents were
raised thres times. It was in three successive rises raised to £5, and it
was reduced to what ® now pay two years age. 1 cannot remember each
step of the rise.

1783, Mr Cameron.—Qver how many years did the rises extend !—The
first rise took effect nearly twenty years ago. Then the doctor’s money
was laid upon us, and was incladed in the rent.

1784. Ser Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you get the benpefit of the doctor in
your rent now —We pav the doctor's money along with the rent.

1785, Does the £1 cover the ductor —Yes. This last reduction that
took effect two years ago 18 not promised to continue. We are still
charged the old rent, and the reduction is credited to the amount.

1786, Mr Cameren.—What do you mean by credited +—The reduction
is not permanent.

1757. Do you expect it to Le treated next vear as arrears, or do you
expect it to be permanent 2—We do not know.

1788. Do you expect the reduction of this yvear—the odd £1—will be
asked for next year 2-—We do not expeet the actual reduction made during
the past two years will be asked from us again.

1789. The Chairman.-—Have you any other remark to make before you
retire —We want more land at a fair rent, sufficient to support our
families,

1790. 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie—How do you lve?—On credit; and
now those who have been supplying us with credit cannot supply it any
further. Their own credit is gone,

1791. But you have got 21 acres, and that does not ocerpy you all the
year. Surely yon do something else for a living ¥ —"When we are able we
go to work for wages, but I am now getting too old for that.

1792. How long in the year used you to go to work for wages —Half
the vear.

1793. And the other bhalf of the year you spent at home —I would
need to be working about the land.

1794. Were you at sea or land work ?—Both, as opportunity
offered.

1795. Had you ever a boat of your own?—1I bhad once a buat of my
own, but I have not now.

1786, Are you working as a hired man?—Yes.

1797. What may you makein the course of the half year yon are away 1
—Wages alter.

1798, How much do yon make, one year with another +—4£8 or £9.

1799. And that is all you have in addition to the croft I—Yes.

1800, Do you sell a stirk most years I—Not every year. The year we
would have a stirk to setl we sold it, and the year we had not we just went
deeper into debt.

15301, How much foed do you get off the ereft? How long will it keep
you +—If potatoes were growing s they used to grow, they would keep us
four or five months ; bat the potatoes do not grow with us now,—the land
has got exhausted.

1802. Do you mean this year only, or before ?—Potatoes have been
getting gradually worse for some time back here,

1803, Have yon changed your seed $—Yes.
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BEYE. 1804. Did it do ne good *—For a time that did good. They have got

g deteriorated since then.
Ute. 1803, Then, if the croft keeps you for four months in the year, you
Donald Ross, have to live upon £9 for the other eight months 1—Yes, but the year we
kave not potatoes good it would not keep us alive for that length of time.

1806. Have you auny family to help you +—I have one daughter able to
help me with her wages, but she cannot get awey to earn wages.

1807. Sheriff Nicolson.—Has the number of drofters in Idrigil been
inereasing during your time#—XNo; our family has a lot as it was in our
earliest recollection.

1808. Has any of the grazing been taken from themt—A little hill of
ground was taken away for planting wood.

1809. Have you got sea-ware +—Yes, all that onr shores afford ; but we
have not enough.

1810. Do you pay for it 7—The payment of the sea-ware is included in
our rent. .

1811, Where do you get other sea-ware 7—In Cuiderach.

1812. Do you get it there without payment*—Some were taking full
payment for it from us, and others were giving it gratis,

1813. Do some of the ldrigil men engage in the cod or line fishing +—
The fishing is gove, but there are some who would fish if there was any to
be caught. .

1814. Are there any big boats 1--Tweo or three have big boats, going
away to Ireland and elscwhere,

1815, Did you get any boats after the potato failure of 1846 —No.

1816. Was your crop destroyed by the storms last year 7—Yes,

1817, Was there any left at all +—Part of it was left, but was threshed
out by the wind.

1818, Did the potatoes go altogether ?—Yes.

1819, Did you get assistance from the relief committee 3—We got no
assistence from relief committees. We gobt a bushel of seed oats from
Mr Lament.

1820. For your own family —Yes.

1821. Are you the ouly person in the place who got it #—All the crofters
zot one bushel. We bonght seed oats and seed for potatoes from the
captain.

1822, What did you pay for it?--It is not told us yet. We have
heard the potatoes would be 10s. a barrel on us.

1823, The Chairman. —Have you anything further to say before you
retire —I do not think I have.

Mancors Nicorsow, Crofter, Shiader (51)—examined.

Malcolm 1824, The Chairman.—How long have you had a eroft %It is eighteen
Nicolson  vears since I got the croft which I have at present,

1825. You have a written statement which the people have entrusted to
you to present —Yes, At a meeting of crofters in Shieder, on 4th May
¢ 1883,—Donald Campbell in the chair, the following resolutiun was carried:
‘—That our principal grievance consists in our rents having been raised
¢ three times during twenty-seven years, our original rents being £7, 10s.
¢ to £8, 10s., our present rent from £12, to £12, 15s. Originally we occa-
¢ pied more fertile crofts, but these we were deprived of, and were sent to
¢ other crofts less fertile than any on the estate. Our present crofts are
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‘in close proximity to a rapid eataract, which is most dangerous and
¢ destructive when in floed, often carrying away considerable portions of
‘our crope.  We bave been incurring liabilities for a considerable time
‘back, Should our ereditors urge payment, we wounld he left almost
¢ pennyless.  Qur original crofts were turned into a sheep farm beside us,
* There were forty-two crofters of us in all in the place. We were all
‘ removed—some to Australia and some fo America and to various other
¢ parts. When we were in our first crofts we were comfortable ; we feel
‘ now quite the reverse. It was Major Fraser who removed us. And
* what we stand in great need of now is an addition to our hill pasture, as
‘it is quite evident that the spot pointed out to us in company with other
¢ four townships is quite inadeguate 10 keep up the summing ordered by
¢ Captain Fraser. Our stock is starving in the hill, and getting bad usage
¢ keeping them from tacks right and left, without fenee or dgke to keep them
‘ on our own ground ; but the truth is, they are foreed to trespass when
‘ they have hardly anything to eat on their own ground. We welcome the
¢ Commission, and leave with confidence our truthful grievance in their
¢ hands—TexanTs of Shiader, Uig, on the Kilmuir estate, Skye.’

1826. Mr Cameron.—How many crofters are there at Shiader?— .

Eight.

1827, Sir Kenneth Mackenszie.—Are there forty-two families 1 Yes.

1828. Have you anything to add upon your own part to the statement
which you have presented i—Qur Jand is open to the north wind, and it
is the same way in ripening the harvest, and then I cannot have seed upon
it. We did not put a stone of meal inte the mill this year in the Glen,
and we bought seed oats forby that.

1829. Have you any further statement?—The people are complaining
that the place ls very dear, and does not yield a crop, being on a culd
place and late in ripening.

1830, Has the rent been raised in your recollection?—7Yes.

1831. What was the rent at the earliest period of your recollection I —
It is eighteen years since I came to Shiader, and I was paying £8, 10s.
then, and it was raised to £12, '

1832, Skeryf Nicolson.—How soon after that ?—Tn 1877 ; the year of
the flood.

1833. Sir Henneth Mackenzie—Was it only once raised -—There was

over Ha, added to each lot betwizt the two. We got bs. in the pound of
abatement.

1834, AMr Cameron.—And some of the tenants’ rents were raised more
than yours in proportion —We were paying between £7 and £8 on the
other side of the river at Tallautain.

1835. How mauny times were you shifted #—Once.

1836. T%e Chrirman.—What was the first rent you paid in your
present croft —£9, 10s.

1837. How often bas that been raised —T'wice.

1838. How much was it raised the first time %I think 5s. was the
first rise, which was laid upon us in name of the doctor’s money.

1839. Does the doetor exist, and does be come to see you't—Yes,

1840. Do you grudge the money for the doctor, or are you satisfied the
_doctor is useful 7— We are satisfied with that payment.

1841. Then you do not complain of that —No,

1842, What was the second rise?—Qur rent was next raised to
£12.

1843, What was the reason for raising it to £121—We had no reasen
‘other than the landlord’s will.

1844, Did you maka 1 remonstrance to the landlord’s factor against this
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rise of rent 3~—We remonstrated with the factor, and the factor told us wo
would have to leave our holdings if we would not pay.

1345, Has the proprietor or the factor ever done anything to improve
your holdings or to better your condition in any respect +—We were not
asked by them to improve our holdings, but we were improving them
voluntarily, and we then got a little assistance from the landlord.

1846. In what form?—The ground officer was sent round to look after
the work, and what the officer thought proper we got.

1847. What kind of work did the improvement consist of 7—Drains,

1848. How long ago is it since the drains were made!—Ever since we
came to our present holdings,

1849, Were the drains useful? did they improve the ground *—Yes,
they improved the ground. It was quagmire when we came to it.

1850. Has the improvement been a permanent one! Does it still exist?
—Yes, it still exists.

1851. Is the ground as well worth £12 since it has been improved, as
1t was worth £9, 10s. befere it was improved —No, and it is not worth
£9, 10s. even with the improvements. It is as good value now at £12 as
it was before at £9, 10s. when we entered ; but the croft never was worth
£9, 10s.

1852. Have you been deprived of any hill pasture®tNo, when we
were shifted to Shiader we got hill pasture along with the crofts.

1853. Is the hill pasture you got at Shizder as good as the hill pasture
at the former place?—No, the land that we formerly liad had a sunny
exposure, and what we now have has not. 'We have seven weeks of the
year that the sun does not shine at all upon us.

1854. You stated there has been 2 reduction from the rent of £12;
how much is the reductivn —Five shillings in the pound.

1853. How much was your rent last year— 1832 t—About £9, exclusive
of assessments.

1856. Thercfore, you are now paying for the improved croft the same
thuat you formerly paid for the croft before it was improved —That is the
case.

1857. Then yuu would not have any reason to complain of the landiord
if you continue to hold it at the present reati—Ounly that the rent ever
was too high.

1858, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—\What extent of improvement did you
do? Did you trench or drain your croft 2 —Deainage.

1859. Do you know what exient of trenching you did 1—About 800
rods.

1860. Did you get wages for that?—No, nor half wages. I drained my
present holding at intervals of five yards three feet deep, otherwise it
would oot be dry.

1861. Do you know what sum you got altogether for that ?—£6.

1862. The whole sum you got—Yes.

1863. And vour rent was rzised from £9, 13s. to £127 —Yes.

1864, Did the landlord supply you with tiles or uny materials =—No,
e gave us no material.

1865. The sole outlay by the landlord was £6 I—Yes, that is all I got.

1866. Were your neighbours paid at all for their weork 2—There were
some of them who did the work, but who did not get any remuneration, for
the ground officer did not go to see their work.

1567, Was the work sufficiently extensive to make it worth the ground
officer's while to go to look at it7—I do not know, but they themselves
are saying they got nothing for their work.

1868, And their rent was ralsed I—Yes
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1869. When you say there were forty-two crofters at the place you
were in originally, was it at Shiader or Tallantain 2—Between Tallantain
and North Cuil, which is included in the Glen.

18¥0. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You went to your present place against
your own will, and npot with your own consent+—Very, very much
against our own will, and many of us weeping at leaving our former
. places. ‘

1871. Who has the place rou were at formerly 2—Mr Urquhart has it
now, but the landlord himsc f had it at first.

1872. Who was in the p'ac: where you uow are when you removed into
it 3—1It was unoccupied lano.

1873, Theu, did you put up your own houses?—VYes ; every stone to
quarry out without any assistanee ; but we got £1 of zssistance,

I874, Isit a fact, then, that this original rent of £9, or whatever it was,
was a rent that wis fixed upon you, aed that you must aceept the place
or leave it —We had the choice of going to a tewnship here and there, if
we did not want to go to Shiader.

1875. Were you consulted about the rent you were to pay at Shiader?
—We were asked to make an offer of rent.

1876. Did you make an offer —Our predecessor was paying £60 for
the land before we entered it, and we offered £68 for it, and our offer was
rejected.  We then offered £70. The £70 was agreed to by the landlord,
but when we got our lands we found we had to pay £75.

1877. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Does that include rates 7—XNo,

1878. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Then, in fact, they paid £10 more than
the previous big tenant?—Yes.

1879, The Chairman.—When they came to the new place, did they pay
the full rent for the first year of their residence —Yes. We entered our
lands at Whitsunday, and at Martinmas we paid the full rent.

1880. Did you pay any rent before you got any crop or any profit from
the ground +—Yes ; only that we had the half-year's grass out of it.

1881. Did the proprietor grant you any compensation or any assistance
or gratuity on account of the trouble or expense to which you were put in
moving 1—#£1 was all the compensation ; and whea two crofters occupied
one lot they each got 10s. of compensation instead of £1. The £1 was
divided,

1882. Skeryf Nicolson.—Did you all build your houses at Shiader —
Yes

1383, What did your house cost?—I do not remeinber just now; we
had great trouble, forbye the expenditure on mason work.

1884. Had you to employ mason work, or did you do the work your-
self 7—I paid the masons, and carried the stones a good piece to the
ground.

1885. Where did you get the timber for the roof—T had the roof of
the house I had before, and some more added to it.

1886, Professor Afackinnon.—Iave you any idea of the amount of
money you had to pey out in additien to your own labour and trouble ¢—
No,

1887. Sheriff Nicolson.—Would it be several pounds '—Tt would, and
T was working day and night. We had to move out the very day, and
we were staying in broken houses till we got out.

1888, What is your present stock -—DMy present summing is four cows
and a horse and about thirty sheep.

1889, Sir Kenneth Markenzte.—Do you kecp all that number ?—1 have
only a quarter of alot. Thatarose on account of a marriage in the family.
My relations were in the lot before 1 went into it.
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1890. Afr Cameron.—Did you ask leave of your proprietor befure you
divided the lot %—No.

1891. Was he aware of it ?—T am sure of it.

1892, The Chairman.—Have you any other remark to make before you
retire 2—No.

Axgrs M*Invzs, Grocer and Merchant, Beinsoraig (60)—examined,

1803, The Chairman.—-Have you been long here —Since Z857.

1894, Have you been elected a delegate by the people?—A delegate
from Seuth Cuil.

1895. You produce a statement with which you have been entrusted ?
—Yes. It is as follows:—‘We the tenants of South Cuil, eight in
* number, beg to state our grievances and our demands before the Royal
¢ Commissioners, which are the following :—(1) We want an increase of
¢ land, our lots being inadequate to support cur families. (2) The ground
is so weak by perpetnal tillage thet it does not yield crops as it was
¢ wont to do, the weather having very much changed of late years, so that
¢ the fertility of the ground is washed down by incessant rains towards
‘the Uig Bay. (3} We also respectfully request a permanent lowering
¢of the rents, fixity of tenure, compensation for improvements, and
¢ payment of unexhausted manures in case of removal. (4} We would
“also respectfully suggest that it is essential to the wellbeing of a
‘ $enant that he would have as much land as would enahle him to keep a
¢ horse, otherwise he will often find himself compelled to do the work of
¢ that useful animal. The number of our stock was taken, but betwixt
¢ obligations to our proprietor, meal-dealers, shoemakers, and merchants,
‘it will be soon exhausted. —Axcus M‘Lgop, Marvy M‘Leop, Widow
¢ Stewart, Roprrick M‘Doxarp, Jory Griinies, A¥cus Ross, Jomxw
¢ OaxpBELL, HuvoH MacpoXNaLp)

1896. Have you any statement which you wish to make hesides on your
own part—XNo, I have nothing, unless I eonfirm what is already stated,
that the people require more land, and that the ground is very much
deteriorated in wet weather.

1897. What is the nature of the trade you dohers? Whatdo you sell?
—1I sell tea, sugar, and general groceries; I am a general dealer, only T
bave no soft goods at present. _

1898. From your experience, can you state that the people are poorer
than they were at a previous period?—Yes, I can. They are getting
poorer every year

1899, Do you think that the amount of their purchases is diminished?
~—Their purchases, of courss, are scattered. They deal only with me in
smalls, and they get their larger requirements from Portree, Glasgow, and
other plaees. .

1900. But do you find that the inhabitants here purchase less—that
they boy fewer commodities which you sell than they formerly did?—I
am sure they do.

1901, They buy less %—They buy less.

1902. Do they pay as readily, or are they less able to pay than they
were in former times }—Less zble, but they are as willing, if they were able
to do it.

1903. Do you zell meal and tea t—Yes.

1904. Have you any land yourself 1 —Not just now.
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1905, You live entirely by trade ?—Exzactly so.

1906, Mr Cameron.—Is the population less than it used to be in furmer
times —No, 1 do not thiuk it, for some time back.

1907, Have you many bad delits in your books I—TYes, a gond deal.

1908. More than you used to have—Not of the production of this
year, or last year, but from perhaps ten or twelre years ago.

1909. Do the people in this district get much work?—No, there is no
work at all, unless they do it for themselves. There is no public work.
That is one of the great evils the people complain of.

1910. Do many of them go south to get work?—Yes, & great many,
e<pecially to the fishing stations in Treland, the Isle of Man, and on the
east coast.

1911, Do you find they bring back more money to the place than they
used to do, or less money !—Less money, because the fishing has been a
failure for years past.

1912. Do many go to the herring fishing at the Long Island =—Not so
many to the Long Island as to other places.

1913. And the fishing this year has been less productive than i was
formerly 1 Almost a failure.

1914, To what other places do the people go to get work besides the
fishing 2—To the south, They used to go to the south—to the rzilroads
and other public works.

1915. Do they go less than they used to go 7—Yes, because the railroads
are mostly finished, compardd with what they were in 1846 and 1847,

1916. Are they fond of working on the railways %—They are fond of
working at anything remunerative.

1917, But not many of them go south to get ordinary field work—farm-
ing work —A good many of them, both male and female.

1918. Do you find they go there as much as formerly 2—No, because
the wark is not so general there as it used to be in former times.

1919. And those that go, do they bring back more money than they
formerly did?—I do not think so, becanse the times are not what they
were when the railways were busy..

1920. What did they use to get when the ratlways were busy?---1
wrought on the railway for 13s. a week, and I wrought on it for 5s. a
day.

1921, It varied from 13s. a week to 53. a day?—Yes, but not at the
same time.

1922. What is the rate of wages they get at other worka? Do they do
much road making in the south —1I cannot tell what wages they get at
the road making, if there is such in the south just now.

1923. Do you find that the same people go back again, year after year,
to the same place, or do they have to seek for work each yearas it comes?
—They go to the same place, generally to the fishing statiouns, because it
is what answers them best. They require to attend to their duties at
home till they get the peats cut, and then they are at home again at their
harvest operations, in time for looking after their corn crops.

1924, In fact, not many of the people in your district get work in the
south except fishing —Well, I am not aware that they do.

1925. Sir Aenneth Muackenzie.—You commenced to trade here in
1857 9—VYes.

1926. Were you selling on credit or ready money?—I Lave sold on
credit more than I should have done, but T prefer Teady money.

1927. Bat you supply still upon credit 3—Very little ; Tonly sell a little,
T don’t sell much. I sell on credit, but not as a system. I sell on eredit
sometimes in spite of myself,
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1928. You cannot refuse a poor person t-—Once I give it away, it will
be on eredit then.

1929, Onee you give it away, it will be on credit ever 2—1In cases.

1930, Taking ten years ago, how much in the year would you eall the
bad debts at that time?—I was taking a piece of land in connection
with the little dealing I had, and so 1 could not exactly form an estimate.

1931. Do you think you make more bad debts now than you did when
you first commenced #—Of course I made more bad debts when [ gave ot
my goods ; T do not give out so much now as I used to do,

1952, But, in proportion to what you give, do you make more had
debts than you did %—Well, the people are strictly houest, if they were
able {o meet their debts,

1933. I don't throw any doubt on theu‘ Donesty ; it is only their
ability I speak of I—Their ability is declining year after year.

1934. Do you know that because you are making more bad debts?--F

“will not make more bad debts, becanse I am not so lavish in giving. I do

not give so much as T used to do.

1935. I only want to know in what way yuu yourself know their
ability is diminished 1—1It is very easy for me to know that.

19386, Sheriff Nicolson,—Has there been a large increase in the sale of
tea and sugar during the last twenty years?—Yes: that was in consequence
of the failure of the potatoes to a great degree. 'What else could the poor
people do unless they got a cup of tea, when they had no potatoes?

1937. Have they tea in every croftes honse regularly?—Not
regularly, It cannot be regularly; and I censider that those who have
plenty of milk do not require tea so much,

1938, There used to be considerable cod and ling fishing +—Yes, but it”
is quite a failure for this year and last year. There is not a cod this year
where they used to be.

1939, But that fishing has not ceased altogether?—It has ceased.
There was not a cod to be dried this year.

1940, Is there any fish-curer in the district to take the fish 2—Tt used
to be taken by different persons at different times.

1941. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do they continue to fish with linss or
do they mnow wuss mnets?—Of course, they did not fish any this
Year.

1943. They did not try it ?—They could not get bait. They could not
get herring.

1943. They den't fish for cod with trammel nets 2—They require to get
herring for bait,

1944. They only fish with long lines —Yes

1945 Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You are a native of this place ?—Yes.

1946. Aud you have been here all your days—off and on?—7Yes, but
I have been some years in the south country.

1947. And yon state to us that the circumstances of the people are
folling off, and getting worse and worse 7— Yes, that I do.

1948, Has the removal of the people, which we have heard of—some
of them shifted twice and three times, and shifted to places not so suitable
as they allege, from guod places and warmer places—a good deal to do
with their poverty i—A good deal to do with it. This shaking of the
peopls is next door to evictions; shaking the people, and losing at every
move,

1949. Particularly if they bave to move to worse places?—They are
generzlly moved to worse places. I never heard of a removal to a better
place, nor had T one myself, and I had several removals,

1950. What is the extent of this farm that we hear about connected
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with the inn here™—T cannot give a concise account in acres, but T know
it has been inhabited by 2 good many peuple. He has two farms.

1951. How many persons in your recollection have been upon those
two farms at one time ?—Well, there were sixteen lots on the farm of the
Beinsoraig, and a eroft for the mill and a croft for the inn; but, at the
time of removing them in 1877, there were only five or six families, and
there were not many people in some of them.  One went to Glen Henisdale,
one to Idrigil, and one is on the ground. '

1852. Then the other farm, what is the name of that =—Glen Conan
or Glen Uig. Glen Conan is the new name.

1953, How many people were on that farm T cannot exactly say, but
I believe in connection with the farm there were more than forty-three
families removed. The first removal was when Captain Fraser came to
the place. Then, when the hill pasture was added, the rest were removed,
and brought to ancther place opposite.  Of course, Glen Ulg has a southern
exposure, and the other is expesed to the blasts of the north wind.

1954, Is there anything of that kind going on at this momentt When
was the latest removal of any consequence :—I do not recullect of any
since 1877.

1955. It is stopped now =-—~Well, T think it should.

1956. And, so far as you know, it has ccased?—It has, so faras I
know. :

1457, Yon say the people, and you yourself, have worked at railway con-
struction? You have heard there is & project for a new railway from Inver-
ness to Glasgow '—1 kuow thaz,

1958. If that went on, would a number of people from about this place
go to it®™—I have no doubt a great many wounld avail themselves of the
opportunity.

1959. And it would be a convenient distance for the people to go?—
Yes, it would. They would avail themselves of it.

1960. You stated you had been remuved more than once 3—VYes.

1961, Tell us about yeur removals—yocu held land at one time +—Yes.

1962, Where was your first croft 7—On No, 13, Beinsvraig.

1963. How long were you there ?—I wus there from 1856 to 1369 or
1870.

1964. Where were you moved to?—-To No. 89 of the same place.

1965, Not by your own wish i—No.

1966. How long were you on the second lot I—Seven years,

1967, What happened to you after that t—After having put up two or
three houses and two stack-yards, corn-yards, and several other inprove-
ments, I lost the eroft.

1968, What compensation did you get—When I was removed from
No. 89 I was ordered to go to Svuth Cuil, and I believed, as the crofs lies, it
would bave heen 43 and 5 chains ; but, as I would have to treat it, it would
have been 8 or 9; and, after having taken the lot, after my name was put
on the lot, when I got my cattie and sheep sold, 1 did not go to the lot at
all. A house at a distauce of 8 or 9 chains, more or less, would not do at
all, with the house in one place, and the cattle and the byre in another.

1969. Did you get any compensation for your involuntary removals —
In name of my barn I got £7, and at my first removal I got £2;
but the barn, byre, and stable cost me £13.

1970. You got, then, half of what they cost 9—Yes.

1971, Professmr  Mackinnon.—Youn began to trade in 18537, and
you had a croft all along to 1877 +—Yes.

1972, Have you be n trading and erofting during the whole of that time
—Yes. ’ ; '
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1973. You don't trade now so much as you did before I-—Well, T lost a
good many of my -customers at the time of these removals. When the
house was pulled down people thought I would never rise again, and my
customers seattered, and I am some distance from the road.

1974. And from the knowledge you got by trading, do you believe that
the circumstances of the people have been getting worse and worse +—
Yes, I believe that,

1975. And you say that the cause of that is what +—Bad seasons, heavy
rents, want of public works, and failure of fishings at home and abroad.

1976. And how do you propose that the circumstances of the people
might be improved? You cannot change the sessoms, and you cannot
change the fishings at home or abroad !—No, but when pecple are down
you will have to do more than put them on their feet. You will have
to keep them up till thev can do something for themselves. If people got
Government money, which other parts of the United Kingdom are getting
in plenty—if they got a little at d per cent. and twenty years to pay
it—I have no doubt but that they would pay it honestly, and that it
would be laid out at good interest, aud as sure as any speculation.

1977. Where is this matter of Government loans going ont—In
Trelend.

1978, And how do you propose the peoplé should use the money?
What use is the money to be put to?—To put the people into a better
position,

1979, In what way?—To enable them to get as much of the land as
will keep them, and then give them this money to stock and till it, and
build houses for themselves and their belongings,

1980. Is there plenty of land in this parish for them to get t—Plenty,
as much as would keep three times the number of ite present inbkabitants,

1981. On this same estate?-—Yes; the land is nearly all taken up in
three or four farms—there is that farm which Urqubhart has now.

1982. T understand he only came into possession of it last year. Who
Lad it before &—Mr M‘Leod.

1983. When the clearing was made the farm fell into the hands of
the proprietor +—Yes; it was first in the hands of the proprietor.

1984. Then it changed hands once or twice, and Urquhart took it last
year —Yes.

1985, The Charrman.—Have you anything more to state before yon
retire —No,

Doxavp M‘Queex, Crofter, Conista, Kilmuir {49)—ezamined,

1986. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected to be a delegate }—
Yes.

1987. You have a statement to read to the Commission}—7Yes,
¢ Kilmalway, Tsle of Skye, 9th May 1883, To H.M. Commissioners,
¢ Uig, Skye. GEevTLEMEN,—A Royal Commission having been appointed
! to inquire into the position of the crofters, we, the undersigned, humbly
¢ beg to state our case to you for the consideration thereof. We beg to
¢ submit to you that our holdings are too small—some of us having only
¢ the name of a croft, and quite inadequate to support human life. Our
‘ holdings also are too dear. We, as a whole, would wish more land at
* reasonable rent. The smallness of the crofts renders it imperative on
fus to till the whole of our ground from year to year, and by so doing
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¢ the land is growing inferior and less produective. Should we have more
¢land we could work it by rotation, and, by so doing, have the benefits of
¢ improved caltivation. We would alse desire the hill pastare taken from
‘ us to be restored. We also wonld wish compensation for improvements
‘ on our land, and fixity of tenure ; by having such, we would have some
¢ encouragement to improve, take in, and drain our land, and also to make
* our houses and surroundings more satisfactory than they are.  'We would
“also desire a right to cut ssa-ware as a help to the menuring of aur
¢ crofts,—uot as a favour, as we now have it. e consider the land laws
‘ unsatisfactory, both to landlord and tenant, and hope that you will
¢ commiserate our case by calling the attention of Parliamett to it. Should
¢ we get our grievances redressed, we are certain that there would be less
¢ of real paunperism and poverty amongst us; but in the present position
¢ of matters we are unable to support ourselves, but are drifting year after
¢ year deeper into debt, and all sorts of difficulties. We, the undersigned
‘ beg, in conclusion, to hope that you as H.M. Commissioners will give
*our ease your carcful consideration, and your efforts on our behalf will
¢ be gratefully acknowledged by your humble servants,—Rongrick his x

*mark MacDoxarp, DBalmaquien; Widow herx mark CaTHERINE
¢ Macray, Balmaguien; ALExANDER MackaY, Balmaquien; CHARLES
‘his x mark  MacDoxarp, Balmaqueen; AwcHIBALD  his x mark
¢ MartaESON, Balmaquien ; PETEr his x mark MacDoxarp, Balmaquien;
¢ Widow Merton MarEsox, Balmaquien; ArcHIBALD MarTHIESON,
¢ Balmaquien; Laverniy Mackay, Balmaguien; Doxvaip M‘Pais,
¢ Balmaguien; Dowarp M‘Leop, Kindram; Widow Ross, Kindram:
¢ Axgus M‘Doxarp, Kindram; Widow Matresow, Kindram; Jony
¢ MacDowaLp, Kindram ; Widow her x mark Axxp MacKay, Kindram;
¢ Axgus Camrsrri, Kindram; Anexasper MarAiEsox, Kindram ;
¢ MarcoLm Ross, Kindram; Normaxy Mareeson, Kindram; Roxaip
¢ CaxpBELL, Kindram ; Widow CaTHERINE MatHiEsow, Kindram ; Josx
¢ GraaadM, Kindram ; Heirs of Murpo MarTRIEson, Kindram; Jomx
¢ Lamoxt, Conista; Widow Catnerixe MacQuerx, Conista; NEm
¢ MaruEsox, Conista; JoEN (awppern, Conists; ANGUGS MAcQUEESN,
* Conista ; Widow Maey Martmiesox, Conista; Murpo MacQUEEN,
¢ Conista ; Hecror Muxro, Conista; Murpo Macpotaart.”

1988. Are all these crofters paying rent to the landiord %—Yes, but
some of the crofters have two families on them.

1989. The Chairman.—You mentioned that some hill pasture had been
taken away from the crofters in your place? Will you relate the circum-
stances under which that hill pasture was taken away —We have hill
pasture yet, but part of it was taken away from us.

1990. Was it a large part %—Yes, a good piece. .

1991. When it was taken away, were your rents reduced in proportion
to your loss 1-—-No, but our rents were increased.

1592. How often, and to what extent, have your rents been increased ?
—Our rents are now double what they were in Lord Macdonald’s time,
They were raised four times. I cannot tell the first rise that took place
in my rent, but in Lord Macdonald’s time my rent was £6, 5s,, and now I
pay £13, mc]udmg rates.

1993. Has your rents been recently reduced 'L—Our rents were reduced
two years ago.

1994. How much 1—Five shiliings in the pound.

1995. How much did you pay last year —About £11, including rates,

1996. Ts it a permanent reduetion t—That was not promised.

1997. Has the landlord in connection with the rise of rents expended
any money in the improvement of the crofts in a useful manner 2—No.
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1998. No improvements whatever m—No help for improvements what-

aver.

1999. M Cameron.—In what year was the hill pasture taken away $—
A number of years now.

2000. About how many !—Twelve years, or more.

2001. What stock did that hill carry 7—Two horses, and between thirty
and forty sheep each, and we have now only one horse and twenty sheep.

2002, That is for each croft +—For each croft.

2003. How many erofts were thers —S5ix crofts in my township,

200+ And it carries now twenty sheep and one horse +—VYes.

2005. So about half of the hill was taken away 1—I cannot say.

2006. How soon after that was the rent raised upon you —[mmediately
on our being deprived. of that part of hill pasture the rents were
raised.

2007. 1id the crofters make no remonstrance or complaint m—We did
not complain to the landlord, but we complained to the factor.

2008, What did the factor say +—The factor told us that if we were
not willing to give that rent for it to leave it, and that he had one who
would be very glad to take it.

2009, What remedy would you suggest now for the state of things
which exists?—To give us enough land at a reasonable rent. Many of
them would be very glad to get more land if they could get it

2010. What stock have you got now I—Four cows and 2 two-year-old
is the summing.

2011. How many sheep I—Twenty, and a horse.

2012, When you had the original croft, with the hill grazing that was
taken from you, at the original rent, were you then comfortable 7—We
were pretty comfortable,—much more so than we are now,

2013. \What arable ground have youl—About 10 acres, but I am not
sure.

2014. Ys that not enough to support your family I—It was enongh at
oue time, bnt not now.

2015. Why not7—Bad seasons, and our crop is not what it used to be.

2016. Do you get any work =—Not in this country.

2017, Are you awnre that there many crofts in Skye that are much
smaller than yours 2—Yes, [ know that.

2018. Do you think they are stil! more in need of redress than you are?
—Some of us are seeing ourselves as needful of help as any.

2019. Do you think that your croft is not rather above the average of
crofts in Skye in regard to size ?—In some places.

2020. Have you sea-ware in the township you are on?—Not in my
township,

2021. Are you on the shore 7—No.

2022. Whea a township has the sea-shore does the right of sea-ware go
with it +—Yes.

2023. You ask for compensation for improvements and fixity of tenurs,
in what form would you wish that compensation for improvements 7—Pay-
ment for our work; if we would get paid for vur work wpon our crofts,
We have no great encourgement for improving our crofts in the position
in which we are. We don't know how long or how short we may be left
in them.

202+ And if you were assured you would not be turned out, you would
not expect compensation 1—If we were sure we would not be removed, and
got the Land at a fair rent, we would consider that sufficient.

2025. You want more land thau you have gotT—3y neighbours want
more land, though I might do with what 1 have.
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2026. That land would have to be got from the tacksmen’s land, would
it not 7 —If got at all it would need to be taken out of the tacks.

2027, Would you need to pay the same rent that the tacksmen pay for
that land %—1I dow't think any oue is so able as the tacksmen ; they take
the rent out of the ground.

2028. Then you think the rent the proprietor now gets would not be
a reasonable rent for you te pay 7—If we could not take the rent out of
it, it would be to the loss of the landiord.

2029, Sherif Xicolson.— Why was the pasture taken from you? To
be added to a tack.

2030. Which tack —Duntulm.

21131, Did Duntulm complain that he had too little land, do you know ?
—He was taking the smallest lots he conld get. He has a croft still in
Solitnte—among the smallest erofts in the place.

2032. Dvoes he keep stock upon that separate from the rest of the farm ?
-——There is Bo stock upon it. It is too small to bhave stock. It was the
skipper of his boat who used to live upon it.

2033. The Chairman.—When you say that the crofters require more
land, do you mean by that more arable land and more hill pasture +—
Doubtless,

2034. Baut if they cannot get both, would it be more important to them
to get the hili pasture than to get the arable land *—1 cannot say, -

2035. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do they fish any at Kilmaluag?—Yes, a
little.

2036. Is it not a very stormy coast+—Yes, it is a stormy coast.

2037, Is there any long line fishing !~ Yes, but they do very little with
that. TLobster fishing is what they mmtiy pursue.

2038. Do they make & good thing of the lobster fishing +—Yes.

2039, Who takes them from them ?—Mr Robertson,. Portree, buys them
from them. He is the principal buyer.

2040. What part of the year do they prosecate the lobster fishing +—Tn
the end of October up to the middie of spring.

2041, What price do they get for them %I am not sure, but some of
the men are here to-day who can tell.

2042. I suppose there is no herring fishing there 1—No,

2043. Sir Kenneth Muckenzie. —Where are the cod fish cured +—In our
own houses. 1 never saw buyers coming our way.

3044. You sell them cured I—We don’t sell them., We use them for
our own families. We were fishing but very little.

2045, Did your boats get destroyed in the storm the year before last?
—VYes.

2046. Did you get new ones for them +—Yes, those who had boats got
help.

2pO47. The Chairman.—Have you any further remarks to make before
you retire 7—XNo, there are two other delegates.

2048. Professor Mackinnon.— Are they older than you I—Yes,

Doxarp M‘DoxaLn, Crofter, Kendram (34)—czamined.

2049, The Chairman.—Have you a croft%—It is my father's name
which is in the rental book. He is an old man of eizhty.

2050. Did you hear and understand what the previous delegate stated ?
—1I heard and understood the most part of it
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2051, Do you agree with what the previous delegate stated 7—Yes, but
T would add thkatit would be more profitable to us to have the hill pasture
than the arable land, if we conld not get both.

20532, What i3 the reason of that %—Because we could keep more stock
of sheep, and a horse, if we got back the hill. Then, if we had the
assurance that our rents would not be raised, or ourselves removed, we
would have encouragement tu improve our holdings better than we do.
I am not for fnding fanlt with the landlord at alf, but I find fault with
the land laws, because if I should improve my holding the landlord can
hiave my improvements valued to increase the rent, and if I don’t pay
such a rent, I will be warned, and sent off at the May term., And what
eauses greatly our poverty is the way in which our land has been tilled for
the past many years,—ecropping incessantly with the same same kind of
erop to feed our stock, to keep our stuck in fodder, in order that we may
be able to pay the reni. There is much of our land that will not yield
fodder for cur stock unless we manure it with sea-ware. 1We have no
right to sea-ware, and we can only procure it by favour of those who have
such rizht. We are not on the shore. If we had theland at a reasonahle
rent, and as much of it as we could cultivate in rotation, we would be much
mote comfortable, and ablz the better to pay the landlord. We bad no
heart to improve our houses, owing to the way in which we were left by
the operation of the land laws.

2053. Of what nature are these improvements?—Drains, trenching,
digzing out the stones; and although we have our eroft in name of
arable land, there is much of it stony and wet. I am telling the
truth,

2054. Mr Cameron.—Have you made any improvements ?—Yes ; and
I would do more in that way were it not for the increase of rent.

2053. Has your rent been raised since you made the improvements ?—
T cannot say that it was, but T know some whose rent was raised after they
had improved their lots,

2056. In your own township +—Yes.

2057. Were these inprovements of the same nature which you described
you made ?—Yes,

2058. Was it bringing any new land in 9—Yes.

2059. Did you find that profitable?—I was oot petsonally myself
taking interest in it, but if the others to whom T refer took in any new
land, it would not be profitable to them when the rents were raised
upon them in consequence.

2060. Would it have been profitable to them if the rents had not been
raised —Yes,

2061. Were the rents raised immediately after these improvements were
made 2—Not long after.

2062. Do you believe that the fact of the rent having been raised after
the improvements had been the cause of the crofters declining to improve
any more land -—Yes, doabtless. ’

2063. Is there also land in your neighbourhooed improvable #—Yes.

2064, Land that would pay to improve?—Yes.

2065. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—On the east cosst great improvements
have been done under leases. Would it not be advantageous to you to
improve under leases also +—Yes, Lut if we had a promise that we would
not be removed, that is the only lease we would be wanting.

2066, With what length of lease would you improve at a profiti—
Twelve years.

2067. Would the proprietor not give you nineteen years if you were to
ask it, to show you meant to improve —We would not ask a landlord’s
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loase if we only got a promise—if we only got assurance we would not be
removed or our rents put up on our improvements.

2068. But have you ever asked a landlord for a promise of that sort—
No.

2069, Mr Cameron.—Do you know whether your neighbours had their
rents raised for improvements +—These parties took no more of the land
than 1did, and there was greater reason in their case to increase the rents
than in mine, )

2070. The Chairman.—Have you any further statement to make before
you retire 3—I have nothing farther to add.

Hecror M‘KExziE, Cottar, Solitote (42}—examined.

2071. The Chatrman.—Were you freely elected by the cottars to repre-
sent them +—Yes. * Avmaluag, Skye, 3¢k May 1883, To H.M. Commis-
* gioners, Ulg, Skye. GENTLEMEN, —We, the undersigned coitars residing
¢ in Kilmaluag, Skye, humbly beg to submit a few things for your con-
¢ sideration. We would bumbly desire your efforts to procure on our behalf
¢ a piece of land from which we might derive some benefit for the support
¢ of ourselves and families. 'Work is not to be had here, and it is very
¢ hard on us to procure the means of sustenance.  'We would desire land at a
* fair price sufficient to grow potatoes for ug, and to enable us to keep a cow
‘and a few sheep. 'We have been accustomed to work on the good-will of
¢ the tenants amongst us, but they themselves are in so poor circumstances
“and in want of more land, it is hard on them te supply us, We have also
¢ great difficulty after receiving land to put manure on it, having to carry
“ 1t often a mile and sometimes two. We would also desire a right to cut
¢ sea-ware, for at present it is a great favour if we get it.  We approach you
¢ boping you will consider onr case, and your efforts in our behalf will be
¢ thankfully acknowledged by your cbedient servants, —HrcTor M‘EENZIE,
¢ family eight; Jomx M‘PHERrsoxN, pine; RoBERT MATHIEsON, seven;
¢ ALEXANDER STEWART, ten; Ewax M‘Lrop, five; Jorn M‘Doxarn,
¢ three; Duscany LamonNTt, four; Doxarn M'Kay, two; ALEXANDER
¢ GRANT, ten,’

2072. You state you work for the crofters, what wages do you now
recoive —We have no work to do in our locality. 'We have to go to the
fishing.

2073. Do you never get employment on the land at all on day’s wages?
—No; but we pay a little to the crofters for the bits of ground we get
from them, and many of them are giving us bits of land for nouthing.

2074. How much do you pay for your house and your bit of land ?'—
From ls. to 2s. I pay for the bit of land; we pay nothing for the
stanee of the house.

2075. One shilling or two shillings for how much ?—As much as will
plant half a boll of potatoes.

2076. Then your desire is to obtain land 3—Yes.

2077. How do you expect to cbtain land,—from a eroft or on a tacks-
man’s land —Where the land is most plentiful.

2078. You desire, in fact, to become a crofter 7—Yes, a croft ; as much
a8 [ can work.

2079. How much would satisfy you?—I would be satisfied with 4 or 5
acres ; grazing for a cow or two and a few sheep. We would be satisfied
with a cow and a few sheep; but svme of us would take up a larger
kolding.
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2080. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you yoursell in 2 pnsition to take
a croft of that size, and stock it?—Yes, I could do that by my own
industry and my earnings.

2081. Could you get such a place? have you ever tried to get such a
place 7—Yes ; Iapplied twice to the factor, and did not get even a reply.

2082. Are there people in the position of eottars, like yourself, who
conld become crofters if the land were opsn to them?—Yes; every one
whose name is on that paper.

2083. How do you suppert yourself +-—Of the sea. I have no other
source. 1 have no cow or sheep.

2084. Then you are not in debt 2—Yes, I am in debt.

2085. Mr Cameron.—Have you heard the evidence which has been
given before us to-day 1—Yes, I heard many of the witnesses.

2086. Have you heard that many of the crofters, who have much larger
crofts already than you think would satisfy you, have come to complain
of their extrenie poverty, nnd their desire to bave larger buildings t—1I am
aware of that,

2087. Do you consider that their complaints are well foundedi—I
think that I have a greater cause of complaiut, but doubtless they have a
heavy canse of complaiot. They are weighed down with heavy rents and
bad years.

2088. Do you consider that their complaint is true, that the crofts are
too small for them? Why is it that you wish to be placed in the same
position in which they are and from which they wish to escape?—We
would aspire to a little in hopes that we would light upon the great.

203, But as long 23 you were in the position of a small crofter, do
you not consider you would be in a3 miserable a state as they described
themselves just now?—1I cannot say much, for I am much straitened in
the circumstances in which I am, not knowing where I can put manure,
and I would be very thankful to have less or more land in order that I
night be relieved from the pressure of circumstances.

2090. Would you not prefer to have a larger croft at once, than to go
through a period of a small eroft in discomfort and poverty 2—Yes, but it
is hard altogether to enter into a big croft and the burden so heavy. It
would be better to elimb to it bit by bit. It would be better to attain to
the big croft bit by bit.

2091. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Where do you fish?—Oun the eask
coast.

2092. For how long will you be away in the course of the year on the
east coast I— About ten weeks, back and forward.

2093. Have you a boat or a share in a boat?>—XNo, T work as a hired
man on wages.

2004, Have you no small boat at heme —XNo, but I go along with my
neighbour in the boat belonging to him,

2095. What size of boat 24 feet keel and 7 feet beam.

2096. Do you go to the Barra fishing in her I—XNo, it is generally fobster
fishing through the winter and spring,

2097. Then at this time of the year you have nothing to do 2 —Nothing

to do. .
3098. Don't you go to the Lewis fishing?—No, we have to planta
small bit of potatoes to supply our families, and we have to cast peats
after that and we are waiting again for a month or so till the east coast
fishing commences, and then we go thers.

2099. And there is no fishing at home —Well, we get some saith, but
there is no herring to get about our coast now.

2100. And no cod in the spring of the year}—Yes, they commence in
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January sometimes if the weather be favourable; but our coast is very
rough, and sometimes we cast the lines, and it is impossible for ws to go
for them again for the roughness of the weather, and the tlde is BO strong
as to sweep them away.

2101. You don’t use trammel nets here 7—No.

2102. What earnings do you make at the east coast fishing%—£7 for
the season and ls. per cran.

2103. What is the most the boat you were in ever got in a season?—
Two hundred crans sometimes.

2104. Will you catch more than two bundred? What is the greatest
nomber you ever got —Two hundred and seventy-two crans.

2105. What is the worst season you ever had i—1I got these three last
years’ seasons very good.

2106. But what is the worst season you ever had! Were you ever
down to one hundred, or fifty —No, I was never so far dowa as fifty
erans. The fewest number T had was one bundred and thirty crans.

2107. What are you getting for the lobsters?—1I got at the beginning
of the season from 8s. to 9s., and at the latter end of the season 10Gs. a
dozen.

2108. Is that here, or at Portree?—Mr Roderick Macdonald and Mr
Robertson here, bought them, and carried them from Kilmaluag shores to
Portree.

2109. How many lobsters will you kill in a good season +—Some days
we have a dozen or a dozen and a half.

2110. But taking the winter over -—Some days six or seven,

2111, How much will Mr Hobertson psy a crew in the season?—1
eannot orlculate that just now.

2112. Professor Mackinnon.~—What is the largest sum you make at
lobsters in the season %—About £10.

2113. And the smallest +—About £4 or £5.

2114. The Chairman.—On the whole, considering the fishing on the
east coast, and the lobster fishing in the winter, could yeu make more now
than you used to do ten or twelve or twenty years ago, when you were a
young man?—The lobster fishing was not happening in our place at that
time, but more than twenty years ago or seventeen years, the first lobster
fishing came to our place from London.

2115. But, on the whole, are your earnings superior now to what they
wern twenty years ago%—Yes. The earnings on the fishings are more than
they were twenty years ago, but there are more calls for expenditure by
having a family to support.

2116. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Do you think anything could be done
to lmprove your position as a fisherman, and enable you to make miore
by fishing at home?—We have 2 want of materials, boats and nets and
harbours. At our place it is a very bad harbour ; running boats upon the
beach, and rough shore.

2117, Are your neighbours who have signed that paper fishermen?
—Yes.

2118. All of them +—Yes.

2119, If you had money to buy a large east country boat, and stock it
with nets, conld you make money with it on this coast here —D>Maybe it
would happen, and perhaps if we lost the material and boat altogether, we
would come to a total loss,

2120. Well, that is like fishermen anywhere else. DBut what I mean$
was, whether there was on this coast 2 geod chance of making money
if you had the material I—Surely, a good chance; there 13 nothing like
it. .
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2121. As good a chance as on the east coast$—No, I don’t think it.
The Skye fishing is very far back now.

2122, If you had proper tackls, could you fish for twelve months, going
abont where the fishing was and getting employment as a fisherman +—1I
believe T could, especially for three months in the summer time.

2123, Professor Mackinnon.—You said there was a month elapsed
after the casting of peats was over before the east coast fishing began.
Don’t you think in that mounth you could manage to catch the Stornoway
fishing =—No, because the fishing is working from the 20th or 30th May
till the 27th June, and then we leave home for the east coast fishing on
the 1st July.

2124, Can’t you go to the Stornoway fishing on the 13th May, and have
your potatoes planted by that time +—No, it is impossible, because we have
to cut sea-ware and put it on to the ground. 1 have not & particle of sea-
ware for myself at all, and we have, perhaps, to go round and get some
elsewhere,

2125. Don’t you think it would be more profit to lose the peats, and
go to the Stornoway fishing I think it would be more profitable to go
to the Stornoway fishing.

2126. The Chatrman.—¥You mentioned it would be a good thing for you
to get improved fishing facilities. 'Will yon deseribe the kind of harbour
which would be useful to yon —Just quays.

2127. Do you mean a pier running out into the sea$t—Yes; one that
would make a shelter in the bay.

2128. Is there any one of that kind that you know in Skyet+—Portree
ia the nearest one.

2129. But do you know places where they could advantageously be
made +—Yes. )

2130. Skergff Necolson.—Is Kilmaluag one It is very difficult to get
one at Kilmaluag,

2131, Would Duntulm do?—Yes, it woald be easy to make one at
Dantulm ; but Tig is the only place for a quay, because it i3 smooth
water always ; there is no heavy sea rising there.

2132. Have you to pay for the right to cut the peats —No.

2133. From whom do you get them?—On Mr Munro's ‘ground, the
innkeeper at Kilmaloag.

2134. Bow do you do for milk for your children 3—There is a want of
that, unless we buy milk from the neighbours here and there.

2135. I suppose sometimes you cannot get it+—We get it only a very
few weeks in the summer.

2136. Then, during most of the year you have no milk for the children?
—None. Itis very hard on the part of the people to support 2 family
without milk, or sheep, or anything of that kind,

2137. Do you think, if you had a good big boat, like the east coast
ones, for yourself and the other six cottars, that you could work here ag
well as the men who come from Buckie, and other placesi—Ch, yes. It
would be very useful through the summer time, at the herring fishing ; but
there is no harbour in the place to keep it here through the winter.

2138. The nearest port to you is Portree —Yes, that is the nearest place
to save a boat in the winter time,
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Joan MacpowarLp, Crofter, Solitote (45 or 46)—examined.

2139. The Chairman.—How long have yon been a crofter at Solitote ?
—It is two years since I got my present croft.

2140. Where did you live before¥—In the neighbouring township—
Balmaguien.

214]1. Why did you leave that township %I married and left.

2142. Does the croft belong to yoursett, or are you in the house of your
mother-in-law -1 am in my own house and Iands,

2143. You have a paper with which you have been entrusted by the people
of Solitote 7—Yes. ¢ Solitote, Kilmaluag, Skye, 9th May 1883.—To H.M.
* Commissioners, Ulg, Skye. QGENTLEMEN,—We, the crofters resident in
¢ Bolitote, Kilmaluag, beg to lay some grievances which we labour under
* before you for consideration, A piece of land, formerly in the hends of
* one crofter, is now divided among eighteen, fourteen of whom pay rent.
* Qur crofts are miserably small, and by being taken in year after year the
‘ land is of very bad quality. The rent of the land when under one erofter
“ was £9, 8z, and we now pay in all £22, 10s., although the third part of the
‘ croftis in the hands of another tenant. We are not allowed to keep even
¢ a cow or sheep ; have no privilege to cut heather for binding the roofs of
¢ our houses, or rushes to thatch them with ; and we are even debarred from
¢ cutting sea-ware to manure our gronnd. We used to have part of the hill
¢ adjeining our township, but this was taken from us, and we really have
* nothing now. We would desire land sufficient to allow us to keep a cow
‘ or two, and also to have the privilege of keeping a few sheep—the land
* to be reasonable in price. We would also desire the right to cut sea-ware
¢ for manuring our crofts.  You will confer a great blessing on us by con-
¢ sidering our case, and your efforts on onr behalf will be gratefully acknow-
“ledged by your humble servants—Jom¥ Macpoxarp, sen.; JoEw
¢ MaCDOXALD, jun, ; James MacpoNawy ; Murpo MACKENZIE ; ALEXANDER
‘ Macrenzie; Axeus Mackexzre; DoNarp NicoilsoX ; ALEXANDER
¢ MacponNawp ; Joaxn FEroUssox ; REsecca Ross ; CATHERINE STEWART ;
¢ IsaBELLA STEWART ; Widow Jases Macpoxanp ; Mevrpo M‘Kexzre.

2144, How do the people whom you represent subsist, since they have
no cow, no sheep, and po land -—Off the sea for the most part.

2145. What is their principal object in desiring to have land? Is it to
provide their families with milk ?—That itself is a great reason.

2146. And potatoes 7—DPotatoes and fruit of the earth as others
have,

2147. But, if you had more land, might you not be tempted to forsake
and neglect the fishing #—If we had more land, we would not risk our lives
at sea in rough weather as we now have often to do.

2148, You would then prefer to be a crofter to being & fisherman I—
Yes; it would be better for us.

2149. Did you hear all that the previous delegate said +—Yes.

2150. Do you agree? Did he speak wisely #--Yes, T agree with what
he has said.

21351. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the name of the one tenant
who bad this large holding +—A man named Maleolm Macpherson. After
him, two had it. Then it was in Lauchlan Mackay’s hands.

2152, Was it subdivided all at once +—They all came in at once.

2153. Where from +—From Duntulm. They were removed from Dun-
tulm tack. .

9154. That was done against their own consent, I presume —I cannot
say. ‘They were merely cottars on Duntulm,
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2155. Did they build their own houses *—Yes, they built their own
houses.

2156. This subdivision was at the instance of the landlord It was
by the landlerd’s orders—the landlord and factor.

2137. How long ago —Thirty or thirty-one years ago.

9158. You state that the rent when it was under one was £9, 8s,, and
pow it is £22, 10s., when was that increese put on -—When the subdivision
was made. I cannot say what the rent was when the subdivision
actually took place, but the rents actually were raised in proportion as the
rents of other townships were raised.

2159, What was the last increase ?—1I cannot tell. It was not I who
had the lot at that time.

2160. Why did the people send you when you were there only two
years ?—The people are not at home. Some ars not able to work. The
peaple are away from home fishing ; at the fishing at Shetland, Lewis, and
elsewhere.

2161, What rent do you pay —Twenty-three shillings and a few pence ;
but there are some of them that pay more than that. '

2162. What extent of land have you for which you pay that sum ?—One
and a half acres,

2163. How do you work it, since you are prevented from keeping a sheep
or cow +—1 take a little potatoes out of it, and a little corn.

2164. Where do you get the manure }—The sea-ware and drift-ware on
the shore. -

2165. Mr Cameron.—Do you get any fishing at Duntulm #—Yes, we
fish lobsters in winter, ’

2166, Was the sea fishing at Duntulm as good as the fishing here +—
Tt is better than this, but it is a wilder coast.

2167. Alr Fraser-Mackintosh.—They want some hill land apparently.
Is there land adjoining their croft which could be got easily, or in whose
possession is it at present {—The land is there as we ever have seen it
round us.

2168. What farm does it belong to now +—Duntulm tack.

2169, Sheriff Nicolson.—Ts there only one tack on that whole side of the
country It is all in one man’s possession at any rate.

2170. How many miles docs it extend %—1I eznnot say.

2171, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the nature of the restriction
that they are not allowed to cut heather for the roofs of the houses or
rushes to thatch them with? Whom does it prejudice 7—We are not
allowed to cut either rushes or heather without leave.

2172. The Chairman.—Does the tacksman in reality give you leave to
take the grass and heather, or does he absolutely refuse it +—He is not
il'ﬁfusing it at all. He would give it to the people who would go and ask

.

2173. Does he make you pay anything —He is not asking payment.

2174. Then, why do you put in the paper that you cannot get heather
or grass 7—There are some who cannot get it, though there are others who
geb the privilege.

3175. Why does the tacksman refuse it to some 2—There may be some
who do not deserve the privilege ; there are others who do.

2176. How can 2 man not deserve to have the privilege of cutting grass
and heather 7—There may be some who are not able to give work to the
tacksman in exchange.

3177, Sir Kennath Mackenzig—Do they all do work for the tacksman?
—1If you put work before us we would do it.

2178. For pay -—For pay.
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2179. But do you give a little work to the tacksman for the privilege of
obtaining heather and grass 7—He is asking that.

2180. Sheryff Nicolson.—Then, none of the eighteen you represent have
they are not allowed to keep a cow.

2181. What food do they give to the children I—South country meal,
and treacle, and tea and sugar.

2182. The Chairman.—Are you allowed to keep a cow ; or is it because
your land is not fit to support a cow +—TFhe land we bave is not capable of
supporting a cow.

2183. Did they ever ask the tacksman to allow them to have a cow on
his farm and pay for it %—1I never asked it. It isa new tacksman we have
now. This is his first year.

2184. Did you ever get pasture under the old tacksman?—We
could not get that privilege from any of the present tacksman’s
predecessors.

2185. Would you be willing to pay for the liberty of having a cow on
the farm for summer pasture 7—Yes.

2186, Sheriff Nicolson.—Are they in debt in your township ——There is
no township without being in debt, and we are in debt also.

2187. Is there any family there that is not in debt {—I do not know
any who are not in debt.

Doxarp Bearox, Crofter, Herbosta (51)—examined.

2188, The Chatrmman.—You have given in a paper. Does that paper
contain what you wish to say to the Commissioners -Yes; if is as follows ;
~—Statement of Facts.—Larger holdings ; security against evictions and
raising of rents ; hill pasture for sheep and horses; lands to be valued by
the Government ; land laws to be changed, to prevent the removal of
tenants as long as they pay their rents; right to cut sea-ware.

2189. What is the size of your croft #—About 6 or 7 acres.

2190. What is the summing—the amount of stock it is ca.lculated to
keep —Three cows, and it w ould not do Jjustice to two.

2191. Any other stock +—That is all.

2192. No sheep —No sheep ; we have no hill pasture.

2193. What is the rent 7—£8, 10s, now.

2194, How long have you had it 7—It is thirty-one years since I came
to it.

9195. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Ts £8, 10s, the last rent after the redue-
tion =—L8, 10s. was the rent before the last reduction.

2196. What is the rent at this moment ?—The rent is put down at
£8, 10s., and the last abatement was £2, 2s. 6d,, which leaves £6, 75 64,

2197. How much was the criginal rent, when you came to the place —
£4, 133, and the hill pasture included in that.

2198. How often has the rent been raised ™It is in the receipts that [
produce.

2199. Professor Mackinnon.—Who was Flora M‘Queen, named in the
receipt —She was an zunt who was with me on the holding.

2200, And this rent for the year 1857, was it for exactly the same croft
you hold now —Yes, for the sams.

2201. The rent at that time is down at £2, 2s. 6d. for the half year.
Tn 1864 it was £5, 15s.; in 1580 it was £8, 10s., and so it remains, with
an abatement for the last two years of £2, 2s. 6d.9—Yes.
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2202. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many crofters are there in
Herbosta i—Eight.

2203. Were there always the same numbor 7—Yes ; there were always
eight tenants, but pot ell the same rent.

2204. When did you lose your hill pasture +—Eighteen years ago.

2205. What did you keep on the hill at that time?—About twenty
eheep, three cows, and a horse,

2206. You have got three cows yet?—Yes.

2207. Who got the pasture 9—It was divided between the tacks of
Monkstadt and Duntulm.

2308. The arable land has not been decreased in size }-—No,

2209. Do they complain it is too small —Yes, for the rent.

2210, They would be satisfied with a smaller rent, then —VYes, if we
would get the hill

2211, Does your arable land produce as good crops as it used to do —
No, we have no way of doing that.

2212. Have you no fear of being removed by the landlord 3—7Yes ; but
not now. Before now, we would get 4 removal if our rents were not paid.

2213, Then, you mean to say you are not paying your rents, now +—No,
we have not paid it altogether this year yot.

2214. You have paid some of it ?—Yes,

2215. Are you vot able to pay it 1—XNo.

2216, If you were able to pay it, would youl—Yes; we were paying
the rent when it was dearer than what it is now.

2217, Then, practically, your complaint is that your rent is too dear,
and that you have not got hill pasture #—Yes.

2218, Aund if your hill pasture were given back, and your rents redaced,
you would be satisfied —1I think we would.

2219. Do yon think £6, 7s. 6d. too high for 6 or 7 acres, with the right
of grazing two cows ?—What is the use of that when the grazing is not
grazing, and when the land will not give crop?

2220, Is that partly due to their mode of cultivating and re-cropping +—
Yes. We ceased to work on the land when the rent was being increased
upon us.

2321, Is Herbosta on the sea coast +—No. :

2222, You ask for the right to cut sea-ware. On whose ground do you
want this right %—1It lies on the beach, where it would be easy for us to
cart it home.

2223. Don’t the people who have the beach claim the right to the sea-
ware on it ¥—The tacksman is not cutting the sea-ware at all,

2224. Do they sell it to you +—We don’t ask it of him.

2225. And you are not getting it +—We don’t ask it

2236, Are you taking it 2--I never did so myself.

2227. Then why do they ask the right to cut it, if they never took the
trouble o ask it 7—We think it would do us good to bave the right.

2228. If you were to ask for it, would the tacksman refuse it}%—I do
not know.

2329. Sheriff Nicolsop.—Is the whole sea coast held by Monkstadt 3—
Not altogether. Some of the erofters have got right to part of it.

2230. How far are they from the sea at Herbosta +—About & mile and
a half, or so.

2331. Are the people there much in debt +—VYes,

2232, Is everybody in debt 7—So far as I am aware,

2233. But they have generally paid their rent 7—Xo, it is only one man
who paid the whole rent last year.

2234, Did any of them refuse to pay —1I do not know,
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2235. The (hairman,—Have you anything more to state hefore you
retire 7—1 do not think I have.

2236. Professor Mackinnon.—Xs it the case that the croft which now
is £8, 10s, with the present abatement, less the hill pasture, was
formerly rented at £4, 13s.7—Yes, that is just the case. The croft was
£4, 13s.; that would keep twenty sheep, and the twenty sheep were taken
away, and we were charged £8, 10s. )

2237. Sheriff Nicolson,—Are you charged anything for a doctor in your
rent 7—Yes, 5. doctor’s money is included in the £8, 10s.

2238, What is the doctor'’s name —Mr Brown,

2239. Is the doctor obliged, for that 5s., to give his serviees whenever
they are wanted +—Yes.

2240. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say that the people are very poor,
and the township is poor and almost every one in debt so far as you are
aware. Are they going gradually down, and getting worse in their cir-
cumstances year by year I—Yes.

2324]. How many years back does your recollection of the towaship go ¥
—Thirty-one years.

2242, At the time when they were paying a small rent, and had twenty
sheep, were families fairly eomfortable in their circumstances 3—Yes.

2243. And they were not complaining }—No.

Doxarp Mararesox, Crofter, Kilvaxter (about 40)—examined.

2244. The Chairman.—What is the acreage of your croft 7—The croft
is 13 acres, and T think half is arable land, and half grazing.

2245. What is the stock which it iz caleulated to keep—the summing
—It is only a year since I got possession of this lot, and T was told the
summing was two cows. It is four cows for the full lot—no sheep and ne
horses.

2246, How much of the six and a half acres is arable, and how much
* grazing +—The third part is laid out for grass.

9247. What is the rent you now pay!—The croft was £16 full rent
before I entered it.

9248, Sir Kenncth Mackenzie—That i3 £8 the half croft?—7Yes; my
original rent was £8.

9249, At that time was there any hill pasture attached to it1T—Yes.
T cannot say about the hill pasture, as I have only been in possession for
about a year.

9250, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Was it £8 when you entered a year
ago, or are you talking of a remote period I—Yes.

2251. The Chairman.—Do you know what the rent was at the time the
lend came into the possession of Major Fraser }—I can only speak as to
my previous holding—the holding I had before I entered this one.

2252. Where}was your previous holding%-—In the neighbouring town-
ship—Feaull, 7 .

9253. What was the size of that eroft?— Feaull was divided into nine
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2255. What was the rent of the whole you had?—I had five crofts,
and I paid £81 and a few shillings.

2256. Was that in the time of Mr Macdonald %—1Iit is two years ago.

9257. Had the rent of that former croft been increased in your memory ¥
—7Yes, three times.

2258, What was it at first3—We had the whole township at first, and
then there was a son-in-Jaw put in with us, and he got four of the crofts,
and he was paying £33.

2259, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie— What did the whole nine erofts fetch
at that time 21 recollect of the whole erofts being, with the rights of hilt,
for £45 ; and then, before T left the place, the rents came, between myseif
and my brother-in-law, to £118 odds; and the rents were raised thrice in
my recollection.

2260. At first the nine crofte were £45, then they were raised to
£118%—Yes.

2261. By whom were they raised—under the present proprietori—Yes.

2362, The Chatrman.—Did the increase take place at once, or by sune-
cessive rises !—TIt was put on &t three times. Two rises of rent were put
on my father and one on myself, when I got in.

2263. When did the last increase take place —Abont five years ago, in
my recollection.

2264, Was the ares of the croft or was the hill pasture reduesd in that
period %—The arable land was not increased, but the hill was taken
away.

2265. When the hill was taken away, was the rent reduced 7-—It was
reduced & little the first year, and then they raised the rent two years
afterwards. There was just 10s. a eroft of reduction,

2366. Did the loss of the hill pasture seriously impair the value of the
crofts 7—A great deal.

2267, Did the proprietor perform any useful work or improvements
during that period on the farm 3—DNo.

2268, None at all 1-No.

2269. Why were you removed from that croft I had to give up that
place owing to the increase of rent, and I got the promise of this eroft. I
occupy the half of it now; and I was two years without land, and then T
got that half last year ; and once I possessed that croft, the half of it was
taken away from me.

2270. When you gave up the old place, on account of the inerease of
rent, to whom did it go It went to another tack—Monkstadt.

2271. Did the tacksman at Monkstadt give as much rent as that which
you paid, or could not pay*—I cannot say.

2272, When you left that old place, did you receive any compensation
for the buildings or improvements—The house I occupied cost upwards
of £100 to my father, and when I left it it was valued at £13.

2373, How was the valuation made 3— By the ground officer and another
man,

2274, Waas the other man appointed by you ?—Yes,

2375, Was it on arbitration It was,

2276. How long had the house been built 7—Abount thirty years, to my
recollection.

2277, Was it 2 stone and lime house T—Stone and lime.

2278. Slated -—No, thatched.

2279. Tn good repair %—Yes, very good.

2280. Did the man appointed by you to value it, value it munch mors
highly then £13 1T cannot say, because it was left to themselves; I
got just the account,
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2281. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was anything wrong about the valua-
tion in your mind +—Well, I had to put up with it.

2283. Who was the man you appeinted —0One Mr Clow.

2283. Was he a tenant on the estate A tenant and a joiner. He
was a miller lately.

2284. The Chairman.—When you came to the new croft, did you build
a new bouse, or did you go into the old kousei—I went into the old
house.

2285, 'Was it a better house than the common, or was it a common
housel-—It was an old pablie-house.

2286. A stoneand lime house 2—Yes, when it was built first ; but there
was not much of that to be seen when T entered it.

2287. Had you to spend money to repair it, and put it in order I—Yes.

2288. How much?-—I got lime from Glasgow, and I had to fetch
timber.

2289, How much would it cost you ?—About £6 or £7.

2380. Mr Froser-Mackintosh.—What grievance have you to state in
connection with leaving your farm?—I had a great grievance to go. [
was paying high rents with my father, and keeping cattle, and paying a
good deal of money ; and I was sent to that croft with the promise that I
would get the whole of it, and the half of it was taken from me. 1y
mother was here before me, cighty-four years of age, and my forefathers,
and paying honestly, and without being in arrear to the factor or pro-
prietor. 1 am put on six and a half acres with twelve of a family, and the
oldest is seventeen and the youngest about two months.

2391. Is the rent of the present croft or half croft reasonshble —3Well,
I don’t consider it reasonable, because nothing was taken off for the licence
being taken to another place, only the abatement that the whole of the
people got of 5s. in the pound.

2292, You are paying the public-house rent though there is no
public-house there t—Yes, only the ashatement.

2393, Sor Kemneth Mackenzie—Did your brother-inlaw leave Feaull as
well as yourself #—VYes,

2294. You both were removed in order that Feaunll might be added to
Monkstadt +—Yes.

2295. Professor Mackinnon.—I understand you gave up your holding +—
I gave it up because the rent was so high, and my brother-in-law gave up.

2294, Who waa in Kilvaxzter before you went i—One Mr M‘Millan.

2297, What became of him ?—He was taken to another croft,

2298, Of his own free will #—Likely it was, at least I do not know.

2299, And you were promised the whole of the eroft —My mother was
promised the whole of the lot. Bhe is not long with me at Kilvaster.

2300. Was she at Kilvaxter when you were at Feaull I—XNo.

2301. But you were promised the whole lot in Kilvaxter beIongmv to
Mr M<Millan & Yes.

2302. Did he have the whole lot =—¥es.

2303. And another has been put in along with you?—-They kept the
balf of it for M*Millan.

2304. He has got half of it stili?—Yes, along with ancther one.

2305. Sheriff Nicolson.—Were there any removals from other townships
than Feaull in order to give additional land to Monkstadt?—Yes, there
were different places that were removed. There were Graulin, Delista,
Benore, Feaull, Glachasay.

2306. Wers many people removed from these various places+—There
were twelve families in Graulin and six in Delista; three at Benore, and
nine at Feaull, and three at (lachasay, and three at Scour.
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2307. Where have these been removed to %-—Most of them are down in
Kilmuir, and some abroad.

2308. Was all the land and pasture they had added to the farm of
Monkstadt —Part of it.

2309. What was done with the rest -—1It was added to Duntulm.

9310. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was that all in the present proprietor's
tiine I—Yes.

3311. And within your own recollection —Within my own recollec-
tion.

2312. You saw the thing done +—7Yes.

9313. Professor Mackinnon.—Ii I understand your own grievance, it is
that the place in which you were was rented so highly that you could
not live in it. You removed voluntarily +—Yes,

2314, Sheriff Nicolson.—I suppose you thought if you remained there
you would be in debt, and could not live t—Yes. '

2315, Professor Mackinnon.—Had you a lease?—No, I never had a
lease.

2316, Had yon the whole of that large place upon a yearly tenanc} —
Yes.

2317. Would a lease put an end to that unfortunate atate of matters
you fefl into —To tell the truth, I would not ask a lease, but I would
ask security against people being removed as long as they paid their rents,
and did not annoy their neighbours.

2318. Do you mean that the scourity should be provided by the law?
—DBy the law,

2319. The Chairman,—How do you think the rent ought to be fizxed ?
Who ought to fix the rent—Whatever direction it would come from, it
would give something reasonable that the poor people would live upon,
We would be thankful to see it.

2320. But who ought to valus the land, and say what the proper rent
should be?—The Government.

2321. Professor Maclinnon.—You would not trust the proprietor, snd
it would not be fair that the tenani should fix the rent3—I would leave
it to the Government,

2322. You have been backward and forward through the whole estate
over those places that were cleared away?—Yes; I am well acquainted
there.

2323. We had people speaking here of their crofts being too small. Is
your knowledge of the countryside sufficient to enable you to say what
you would consider a reasonable sized eroft in this parish——not one like
what you had, but ore whick you would expect the people to hold in order
to be fairly comfortable +—That would be according to the family they had.

2324, Well, an average family - DBetween £15 and £20 worth.

2325, A croft of £15 or £20%—Yes, including grazing and arable
land.

2326, What stock should a croft of that rent carry +—Six milk cows,
a horse, and a score of sheep.

2327. And you would give for that croft £15 or £20 3—Willingly.

2328, How many acres of arable land would there be 3-—-That is accord-
ing to the valuation of the ground.

2329, But, a3 ground runs in the parish, taking the good with the bad?
—There are more acres under sheep that are worth double the run the poor
people have,

2330. Take it good and bad mixed +—About ten or twelve acres, with
the grazing besides.

2331. I suppose yon know these large tacks very well I—Yes, very wall
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2332. Do you think there is upon the estate a sufficient amount of land
to divide inte crofts of that kind T—Quite sufficient.

2333. And that it would pay as well in such holdings as it would pay
in the large holdings —1 cannot say that.

2334. The Chairman.—You think that many of these crofts could be
carved out of the tacksmen’s farms t—Many of them could be created upon
the tacksmen’s farms. It is quite visible that the crofts are still there with
their marches, to be seen going through the country.

2335. Many could be made, but would there be many persons found
capable of taking and stocking them1—That is a thing hard to say.
People have come to such a poor state that they could not, unless they
were supported in some way or other,

2336, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—From your knowledge of the people and
their character, if they got assistance—the people who are now reduced to
comparative poverty—do you believe, from their character, their honesty,
their industry, and otherwise, that they would recover themselves if they
got those thiogs +—1I do believe it.

2337. You thoronghly believe that?—1I thoroughly believe that; and
another thing I know, there are a few clever men who would do it, and
the most of them are very honest people.

2338. Professor Mackinnon.—You can perfectly well remember thirty
years ago —Yes, perfectly well.

2339. And you can remember erofter’s honses and places of that time?
—Yes,

2340. Would you say quite distinetly that all over your countryside
the people were better off then than now %-—Yes,

2341, Better fed 7—XNo mistake about that. In my own recollection,
they were better fed, because they had sheep, and horses, and eattie.
I would not have to go far before I would get scores of cattle where I
cannot get a dozen to-day.

2342. But would that make the people better fed +—Decidedly, when
they had plenty of stock.

2343. Did they eat sheep at that time ?—They did.

2344. Do they eat them now +—Very seldom ; very few.

2345. Skeriff Nicolson,—If the whole of the land between Flodi-
garry and the boundary on this side of Monkstadt were distributed
among the people in erofts of the size you have mentioned, do you
think there would be still land enough left to make a considerable
tack 1 remember well, the place was oceupied by a great many more
people when these towns were not lifted, and there werc large tacks at
that time.

2346, And were there gentlemen living on them 7—Yes,

2347. The Chairman, —Were there always tacks in the country, even
in the old times, and large farms 7—They were not so large.

2348. But there were some 7—There were some.

2349. Shereff Nicolson.—Do you know that there were seven tacksmen
within Jess than 100 years ago—gentlemen with families, some of them
officers in the army—occupying farms which now constitute three tacks?
—T have heard my mother and my father speak about them.

2350. Were there such families at Flodigarry, Sartle, Ardviceolain,
Bealach, Duntulm, Monkstadt, and Scudaburgh +—Yes.

2351. And now there are only three tenants#—Yes.

2352, Qeccupying these seven farms T—Yes.

2353. Duntulm, Monkstadt, and Seudaburgh +—Yes.

2354, The Chairman.—Have you eny further statement to make t-
No.
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Dowarp M‘Doxarp, Crofter, Hundlader (74)—examined.

2355. The Chairman.—What is the size of your croft ?—Four and a
half acres or thereby.

2356, What stock is it calculated to keep ?—Two COWS.

2357. Any sheep +—XNo sheep.

2358. Nor horses%—No horses.

2359. How long have you been in the croft —For forty years,

2360. Have you heard what the previous delegates have stated, and do
you generally agree with them 1T desire to say something besides what
has been already said. We had the hill pasture along with our arable
Iand in old time always until the captain came, and now we have the rent
much increased, double what it was, without the hill at all,

23061, Who was the hill given to?—It was divided between Duntulm
and Mouokstadt. We are continually getting poorer since we lost the hill,
Old people and young people have no means of living. Young, strong
men can earn what will provide them with clothing in the south, but old
people and young people cannot do that ; and now, the most profitable land
that we had in our townships is under sheep connected with the big tacks,
and we understand they were all productive townships, We understand
that the land was good land, when we could get ten returns for our corn,
and these families could only get two and a half returns in the land to which
they were removed. We have not got sufficient land now to enable us to
caltivate it in rotation. The township in which I am now, my father and
his brother, and another man, had it to themselves, and now there are
fourteen in it. You can easily see that if feeding of three individuals
was apportioned t6 fourteen it could not be too scarce. We are under-
going all the exactions that were laid upon us in quictness. The rent was
raised upen us, and we had the alternative offered us of leaving the place
or to pay the increased rent. We are very needy now that the rights
of our fathers and grandfathers should be restored to us—that is the hill
pasture—and it was the want of that that brought the great poverty upon
the township of Kilmuir. If crofters who are huddled together now in
gmall holdings were spread over the old crofter lands which are fertile,
there would be more comfort, and the big tacks would still remain, Y am
getting old, and cannot do much for myself now, and it is our families who
are looking after us when we are getting old, and this is disgusting them
from the land—the poor scil they have to deal with. They cannot get so
much outb of the Jand as a pair of stockings. When we had the hill, shonld
we only got that itself out of it, it would be so much help. We cannot
tell the inconveniences to which we are subjected through the loss of the
hill,

Donarp Nicorsow, Solitote (78)—examined

2362, The Chatrman—Are you & crofter 7—1 had a croft, but it was
tzken from me. I am only going from house to house,

3363. Where was your former croft +—Totescore,

2364, What have you to state to us?—1Iy rent was doubled, and T
would not get it even then unless I would promise to pay an additional
£1, My rent was £7, 10« and it was doubled at onece, and atother pound
added. 1 did not refuse to pay the double rent, but I declined to pay the
extra £1. T then got warning. When the summer came, the officer
came and ejected me. e put everything I had out of the house, and I
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was only wanting payment for my houses, and I would go. The doors
were locked on mie. The tacksman of Monkstadt sent word round to the
rest of the crofters that any one who would open door for me would be
treated the same way as I was next year—and they are here to-day—and
not one of them would let me into his house, they were so afraid. I could
not cut » peat. My son’s wife was in with her two young children, and
we were that night in the cartshed, and our neighbours were afraid to let
us in, and crying over us, The peats were Jocked up. They still had the
mark upon us. We had not a fire to prepare a cake. There was plenty
of meal outside, but we had not a fice to prepare it. T was then staying
in the stable during the summer. I eould only make one bed in it. My
daughter and my son’s wife and the two children were sleeping in that bed,
and I myself was sleeping on the stones. The Presbytery of the Established
Church, during a vacancy, allowed me to enter the glebe.  The factor then
shut up my outhouses, and I would not be permitted to enter one of them,
I was afterwards staying in the house of & poor woman who was taking
care of a sick friend, and the factor challenged Mr Stewart, the tacksman
of Duntulm, for permitting me to have shelter in this house, for it was on
his ground that this poor woman was; and it is Mr Grant, the minister of
the parish, who is supporting me to-day.

2365. Sheriff Nicolson.—When did all this kappen t-Five years ago.
There was due to me £6 for the making of drains on the lot, and my
reighbours got this, but none was allowed to me.  The factor would not
ypay me a penny, and it is stil] due to me.

2366. Did you get anything for the hounse 7 The sum due by me was
£35, but T got credit for the value of the house, which was £7 ; I did not
get value for the other houses. 'They were valued at £17, 10s. und I did
not get the value for them.

2367. The Chairmarn.— Whowas the factor?—Mr Alexander Macdoenald,
the present factor. He was law agent as well in the matter.

2368, [The Interpreter made tho following statement :—He was evicted
twice, but when put out he had s shed to enter into, and he entered the shed
and entered the stable, and then he was evicted out of these, and an interdict
was issued against him forbidding him any more to enter the house or the
lands. Under stress of circomstances, he entered a barn, the key of which
was given to him for the purpose of securing the crop, but was had up for
breach of interdict, and for this breach of interdict he was fined 10s. with
the alternative of five days’ imprisonment. The expense of the interdict
was something like £8. In the £35 there was a whole year's rent due.
He was charged, besides, violent profits, being the legal penalty for
remaining in possession after the term.

2369, The Chairman.—Was all that money really exacted —Yes.

9370. And it passed into the possession of the factor+—VYes; T settled
with the factor for him, and advanced the money out of the bank for him.

2371. Did you recover it t—e paid me when the markets eame round,
and he was able to realise his stock.]

2372. The Chairman.—How do you earn your subsistence now 7—
Witness. Nothing, unless Mr Grant, the minister, helps me.

2373. Have you any son or child?—I have a son. My family wag
geattered when I lost the place.

2374 Where is your son?—He is with a nieee of mine at Kilmuir.

2375. Has he a croft 7—No ; he is going to be herd at Kingsburgh at
Whitsunday. I think I sheuld get the piece of land T had, and I would
try to manage it yet, if T gotit. If I got land T would help--T would
gather the family yet.

[ADroursED.]
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Noeman SrewarT, Crofter and Salmon Fisher, Valtos (50)—examined.

Norjan 2376, The Chairman. What is the size of your eroft %—About 7 or 8

Stewart.  geres.
2377. Hill pasture }—Yes, there is a kind of pasture

2378. What is the summing of your croft—the stock it is calenlated to
keep ?—-Six cows, oue horss, and about twenty sheep. That is the

summing for the whole croft. T have a half croft.

2379. You gave us 7 or 8 acres; is that the whole croft, or what you

have 7—The whole croft.

2380. Then tell us what you really have yourself }—Half a eroft.

2381. How many cows I—Two cows.
2382, Do you keep a horse }—Yes,
2383. How many sheep I—About seven or eight.

2384, And no young cattle?T—None over a year, and fhe sheep have

gone entirely this year.
2385. What is your rent +—£7, 10s. for my half croft.

2336. Is that your regular rent, or is it with the reduction which was

made two years ago!—That is the highest rent.

2387. Subtracting the reduction made two years ago, how much do
you now pay}? How much did you pay last yeart?—There was a per-
manent abatement of £1, 2s. 6d. two years ago, and 5s. in the pound

beyond that.

2388, Does the £7, 10s. include the permanent reduction, or is the
permanent reduction to be taken off that %It is to be taken off that.

2389. That reduces it to £6, 73, 6d.7—Yes.

2390. Thean bave we to take 5s. in the pound off that again1—Yes, we

got 5a. in the pound. We pay rates upon the old rent.

2391. How much was the rent you paid for 1882, including rates f---

£5, and 4s, or 5a.

2392. £5, 5s. for two cows, one horse, and seven or eight sheep. Has
any hill pasture been taken off the crofters in your memory? Has the
bill pasture been reduced }—It has. A piece of the pasture was taken

from the one end, and that overcrowds the rest of the township.

2393. Was it more than the half of the whole that was taken away +—

No; the best of it went.

2394, When the hill pasture was taken away, was the rent reduced }—
No, I never heard of the rent being reduced, but always being raised,

2395. Bat still you said that £1 2. 6d. waz taken off two years aga®
—That was taken off nowhere ; the authorities had gome wrong in the

summing.

2396. How much was the rent in your earliest recollection ¥--£3, 13s.

for the half croft in which T am now.
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2397. What year was that +—Before Captain Fraser became propristor
of the estate.

2398, What do the people whom you represent complain oft What
is their complaint +—They have enough to complain of in the high rents
that are exacted and the increase of rents. They had quite enough to do
a3 the rents were before that increase.

2399. What do they desire to have —More land, upon which they can
make a living without having to go away from the crofts to other places.
They cannot remain at home more than a month in spring and a month
in harvest, with poverty.

2400. No other complaints —About the marches. We do not get
juostice about the marches. When the sheep are poinded, perhaps they
will be two days in a pinfold before we get notice, and still paying
money for them. A great many of them die with poverty and *pook ”
in the winter, as happened this year,

2401. Were you freely chosen 2s a delsgate by the people without any
influence +—Yea.

2402, Sir Kenmneth Mackenzie.—You said they could not remain at
home on account of poverty. You yourself are a salmon fisher —Yes,
more then twenty years,

2403. You get employment at home +—For & while of the year.

2404. For how long in the year do you get employment at home 7—
About four months.

2405. Which months may those be%—In the summer, up to the
middle of September.

2406. At what time of year do you leave home +—In the beginaing of
winter,

2407. Where do you go for employment then +—To every place where
I can best find employment.

2408, Where did you go last year 7—I was not from home last year,

2409. Where were you the year before last +—About Badenoch.

2410. How long would you be away from home when you were in
Badenoch +—Until it was time for the spring work.

2411, What money would you bring home with you?—I wounld not
take much money bome from any place during the short winter day; but
I make a good wage off the fishing,

2412. Have you a family t—Yes.

2413. You go from home to support yourself —I must go from home,
as the land won’t support us. I did not make a boll of meal for the last
eight years on my land.

2414. 1t is the money you make on the salmon fishing that keeps the
family when you are away +—Yes; and were it not for that, it would have
been long since I were in my grave with siarvation.

2415. Last year was a worse year than usual, was in not+—Yes; worse
than any that has come yet.

2416. Why did not you go from home last year #—Because I had a
sick family. I lost in one year almost everthing I had in the world.

2417. You refer to your stock +—Yes.

2418, What extent of land and what amount of stock would you think
sufficient to keep yuu for a year here—From 15 to 20 acres of arable
land.

2419. And what hill stock +—Ten cows, two horses, and fifty sheep.

2420. Is there land in the ecuntry that would give as muoch as that to
every man 7—Yes, plenty.

2421. What rent do you think would be a reasonable rent for that
extent of land +—From £10 to £12.
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2493, You complain of your marches. Is the march line not a natural
division between the eroft lands and the big farms? What sort of a
march is it%—A river in part and a dyke or something,

2423, Is it 2 march over which sheep would naturally trespass?—Yes,
if they were allowed.

2424, Would it be easy to find a march over which sheep would nob
be inclined to trespasst—Yes, if the river were followed.

2425. Would it be increasing your grounds very much to follow the
river t—Yes.

2426. Very much ?—It would give us a good bit more.

2427. Has any attempt been made to fence the marches hero}—We
could not get a fence with poverty. The proprietors never made any
endeavour to put up a fence, and we considered that, as it is the estate
march, the proprietors should have a fence there.

2428, Who are the two proprietors there %—On this side Major Fraser,
and Lord Macdonald on the other,

2429, Who i3 the tacksman on the other side?—Mr Stewart,
Scorrybreck.

2430. Was it he who was poinding the sheep 7—He was doing part of
that, and his predecesser was doing the same. We paid in one day
about £10 to Mr Stewart's predecessor in the farm.

2431. Who was that +—3r William M‘Leod.

2432, Did Mr M‘Leod complain to them frequently before this of the
trespass of the sheep *—We heard oo complaints, but we had a herd, and
be had a herd by the marches.

2433, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You said that a piece of your hill was
taken away. To whom was it given?—It was added to Duntulm. It
was Mr Stewart who had the farm then.

2434. You also stated that the best of the hill was taken away, and
what was left was not worth much?—Yes, and if it was good it would
have been taken away.

2433. How many crofters are there in Valtos 7—Eleven.

2436. Is that the same pumber that has been in your recollection,
or have they been increased —They are not the same.

2437. How many were there in your recollection first?-—Six
families.

2438, Where did the other five come from +—Some of them from other
towuships,

2439. Mention what townships 7—One from Loanfearn, another came
from (aros, another from Balmeanach. Others belong ¢o the place.

2440. What became of the crofts when the strangers came there?—
The cne from Loanfearn was added to the iarm of Loanfearn. The one
from Garos had no lands there,

2441. What [ want to bring out i3 this, 83 regards any of the people
who came into Valtos from other places, were their crofts added to any
of the two large farms >-—The Loanfearn one was added.

2442, What 1s Loanfearn? is it a part of the big farm, or is it &
separate farm #—A separate farm.

3443. What rent does it pay i—About £80.

2444, Who had the farm of Loanfearn at the time the crofter’s were
removed ?—The present tenant, Murdo Nicolson

2445. Are the people in Valtos, speaking generally, very poor 3—They
are poorer than I can tell. It is hardly credible. When they go for a
boil of meal from the dealer, the animal the dealer has to get for it must
be marked before they ean get the meal

2446, Is it consistent with your knowledge that the people are becoming
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poorer year by year, and their circumstances becoming worse 7—Yes. It
is a poor place that does not give a return.

2447. Do youn attribute their poverty to any extent to their being
deprived of the hill pasture which has been referred to as being added to
Duntulm —They were not the better of it. It did contribute.

2448. Has the increase of rent you referred to also contributed to their
poverty i—It is the rents that brought us first to poverty., We were in
good circumstances until then.

2449, The seasous of late have not been favourable. Is that also an
element in their poverty —7Yes, very heavily. There was one vear we
lost everything. Everything was blown over into the sea. Their crops
were delaying the progress of the vessels in the sea.

2450. You are a fishermau. Do you think anything could be doune in
the locality with which you are immediately connected by putting up
quays, where boats could run out in almost all weathers §— Yes, it would.

2451. Has Valtos a considerable frontage to the sea? Is there any
place where such a guay could be erected *—I do not think there is any
place on our shore ; but there is a place duown here where it could be done.

2452, Ia that at Staflin At Staffin,

2453. Would that be a central place for a considerable namber of the
erofters who are also fishermen? Would that be a convenient place for
them to have a quay at?—It would not be very bandy to them, but it
would be better than wanting anything of the kind. Tt would do a great
deal of good to us, if steamers were calling.  There is nothing of that kind
with us.  We have not even a road, aud we pay road money,

2454. What is the nearest place the public road is to your township of
Valtos #— The road just reaches the march of Valtos. There was a road a
number of years back, but it was allowed to go into disuse.

2455. Do you represent, as a delegate here to-day, any other township
than Valtos I~ No.

2456. Sheriff Nicolson,—How often have the rents of Valtes been raised
since You have been there ¥—Three times.

2457. When was the first rise i—ADout twenty-six years ago.

2458. Soon after Captain Fraser came i—Yes,

2459. Before that was done, were you all made to sign the rules of the
estate 7—Yes, but we did not think that that was to come on us.

2460. When you signed the rules you did not expect your rents would
be immediately raised I—XNo, if we had done 80, we would not have signed
them.

2461. When was the next rise —About ten years ago.

2462. How much was your own rent raised the firs$ time %—23More than

£1.
2463. How much was the rise the second time }—Five shillings for the

doctor.

2464. When was the third rise 7—Abont six years ago.

2465. How much was then put on™—From £4, 14s. to £7, 10s
altogether.

2466, Were the rents of all the people of Valtos raised in that way I—
All in the same way.

2467. After the last rise, did the people complain to the landlord or the
factor about this +—They went to Ulg, and refused to sign for this inecrease,

2468. What did the factor say t—The factor asked us to try it for one

ear.

y 2469, Then at the end of that year what was done 7—We wers paying
it for two or three years after that until we found the burden too heavy

for us.
I
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2470. Then yvou refused to pay —Yes.

2471, What passed between you and the factor on the subject +—He
threatened to remove us aitogether if we did not pay the increase.

9472, What was the end of the matter —We got a slight reduction.

2473, How much?-—£1, 2s, 6d.

2474. Was that reduction given to all the tenants at Valtos?-
Yes.

2475. Are the assessments for roads and other rates taken off yon
along with the rent+—Yes.

2476. Are the assessments laid upor the old rent, or upon the reduced
reiit 7—On the big rent.

2477. Who gets these assessments +—I do not know; but we give
them to the factor.

2478, What has besn done in the way of road-making here since
Captain Fraser came to the property ¥ He did not make any rouds for us.
We have to carry everything on our backs. He carried the road so far
as it suited him, but no further.

2479. When was the road made which extends from the high road to
the boundary of Valtos —About twelve years ago.

2480. Was the foundation of the road made fur 3 miles orso at the time
of the destitution ¥—Yes, and we bad it up through cur place, though it
was not valued.

2481. Was the whole road, as far as Valtos, made at the time of the
destitution —VYes, and further, It reached Loanfeara. :

2482, Has it ever been completed to Loanfearn?—It was made to
Loanfearn by the destitution committee, but to the march of Valtos it was
finished by Captain Fraser. )

2483. How many miles was the road that Cuptain Fraser made fitted
for convevances to go upon 7—1I cannot tell.

2484, How many miles is it from Stenscholl inn to Loaunfearn —About
4 miles,

2433, How many miles is it from that to the boundary of Captain
Fraser's proparty along the shore +—Hardly 1 mile.

2486, And it never has been finished —IHe lelt more than 3 miles of
it unfinished.

2487, Is that the extent of Captain Fraser’s improvements on this part
of his property, so far as road-making is concerned —Yes.

2488. And the people pay assessments for the use of that road 7 —Yes,

2488, Is there any other road in the district of which they get the
benefit ?—There is no ather road whatever,

2490, What otlier improvements has Captain Fraser made on this part
of his property -1 do not know of any.

1 2401. Has he uot built some good howuses 7—I do not know of any except
the inm,

2492. What inn +—Ths inn down lhere.

2493. Is that not a shooting lodge +—VYes.

2494, Has ke built no other houses *—He did not make auy houses for
his tenants.

2495, Has the old inn been improved in any way +—No, I do not know
of any improvement.

2496, Where do you all get your mesl ground +—Here.

2497. Are you obliged to send all your corn to that will7-—Yes,

2498, Is it in good condition —XNo.

2499, Does that do the people injury in any way 1—-Many a loss.

b 2500. Is that mill the property of Major Fraser —It is in name of
1m,
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2501. Have you any complaint as to the miller’s charges in that mill 7

Do you consider them too high %—1I heard complaints about that,

2502, Can you give any instance ¥—I do not know of any except that
I hear from people who go there. I do not go there.

2503. How often do you get corn ground there yourself -—I did not
grind any for the last eight years. I had none.

2504, 'Chew, do you buy all the weal you use in your own family —
Every grain,

2505, Where do you generally buy it 2—From a dealer beside mysclf
&t times, and from the south at other times,

2506, How much wmeal do you buy in the year 7—I am eleven bolls cut
since last Martinmas.

2507. How many are in your family +—Seven.

2608, How much more will you want between this and Martinmas $—
About as much again,

2509, What has been the price of meal per boll +—22s. and 23s.

2510, The Chairman.—You spo':as of the great poverty of the people.
Will you tell us whether the wornen and children are in want of clothes ?
~—They are poorer than I can tell They are in waat of clothes and in
want of fuod

2511, Are auy of them actually in want of warm and good clothing?
—Yes

2512, Are the people in want of bed clothes for the night +—Plenty of
them are in wanft; others have them.

2813, Are there any families who have no blankets at all —Yes.

3514. What do they use for their bed clothes when they have no propor
blankets I—Perbaps they have bags over them at night.

2515, Are there many of the children that have no shoes and stockinge }

-~—Yeus, and cannot go to school for the want of them.

2516, Is the house here used as an inn at present or as a shooting
lodge 11 cannot say.

2517, Is it an ion to which traveilers go —Xo.

2518, Are there many strangers who come about here—travellers ’ﬂ——-
They will not come our way for “the want of a road.

2519, Do the strangers spend any money, ur dvany goud to the peopis?
—No, they make no good to us,

2520. Do you wish to say anything more before you retire?—I have
nothing more to say.

Dowarp Ross, Merchant, Culnacnock (52)—examined.
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STENBCHOLL.

Norman
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2521, The Chairman.—How long have you lived at Culnaenock ?— Donald Ross.

Sixteen years or thereby.

2522, Have you been freely elected a delegate by the people$—VYes.

9523, What do you deal intGeneral geods; meal, all sorts of
merchandise required by the pezople about.

2524, Do you find that the peopie buy less than they did formerly ¢—
They have beea buying less of some sorts of goods and more meal.

2525. What sort of thiugs do they buy less of #—TLess cotton and
clothing.

2526. Is all their expenditure for meal?—Part goes into other groceries,

2327, Do they buy more meal thau they used to do?— Yes.
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2528. Do they buy less groceries than they used to do%—1I buy less
groceries myself now than formerly.

2529. Do you mean that you buy less groceries for the supply of the
people or for your own family—I buy less for the supply of the

eople.
¥ 2530. Do you find that the people pay less punctually than they did in
former times 7 —They are less punctual now. They cannot be otherwise;
they canaot pay punctnally.

2531. Are the people more deeply in debt to you than they formerly
were I—Yes ; more than ever,

2532. Do you think that the people are growing gradually much poorer
than they were—I know that they have got poorer.

2533. Do you know of any families who are in want of clothing and
especially of bed clothing?—Yes, I know there are families in want.

2534, Were the pecple in the habit of making their own blankcts here
of their own wool or did they purchase them from the shops +—Making
the blankets themselves.

2535. Do you think that the reduction of the common pasture in the
country, and the diminution in the number of sheep, has deprived the
people of the facilities for making blankets and elothes +—There are many
of them who, through poverty, have no sheep. [Question repeated}.—The
end of the district, where I reside, has not been deprived of hill pasture.
I am not able to answer for this part. Others can speak to that, but I
am given to understend that it is the best part of the hill pasture which
was taken from them, in so far as they were deprived of hill pasture.

2536. Did the people use the wool of their own sheep largely for
making blankets, or were they in the habit of selling it ?—The people made
use of the wool themselves ; they were selling but very little of it.

2537, Sheriff Nicolson.—Du you, and the rest of the people here, suffer
much from the want of a good road in the distriet%—7Yes,

2538, Is it a serious injury —Yes.

2539, Ts your house near the road *—There is no road into it

2540, How do you get your goods carried to your houses ?-—On the
backs of the people and horses-—in creels and burdens.

2541, How far have they to carry them ?—About half a mile,

2542. Do they complain of the postal arrangements in this quarter ¥—
Yes.

2543, What is their complaint ?—The post office is about four miles
away from the upper part of this district,

2544, And they have to send for their own letters 7—Yes, and to send
their letters also by messenger to the post office.

2545. Is there no post ruuner in this district at all —No, there is not
a paid runner,

2546, Is there much business done by bills among the people in this
district instead of ready money +—-Yes.

2547, When did that commence —About fifteen or twenty years agn,
and it is one of the causes to which the poverty of the people is to be
ascribed,

2548, Why do they resort to bills +—The landlord rules them so strictly
that payment in full must needs he proffered at the rent day. If only
part of it were offered it would not be taken.

2549, Was that the universal practice on this estats, so far as you know ?
—So far as I know.

2550. In that way there were no arrears '—No, not at that time, until
the present years—until the people were not able to pay.

2551, Have they mot been able to pay even with hills 7—Yes ; some
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of the parties who used to give their securities on these bills have not SKYE.
Leen paid. —

2552, If there was no money to pay the bill, of course the cattle had Smmﬂom“
to be sold #—Yes ; but some securities were so favomrable to them that Donald Ross
they did not push them so far. There were svme people getting mouey
out of banks here who had not a head of stock.

2553. Have you many bad debts yourself —Plenty.

2554, Do you think, from what you know of the people of the district
in which you dwell, that they are mostly in debtt—Yes

2355. Do you think it is because they are very lazy?—I do not think
that.

. 6556. Is there no work given them here?—I am not aware of any but
shing.

2557. Does the proprictor give them any work to do1—Only to a few.

2558, Does he come often to see them —We never see him.

2559, 1does he never come here?—\We have seen him occasionally,
down the way, but we were not seeing him often,

3560. Has he ever visited the houses of any of the people in this
distriet +—1 am not aware that ke did.

2561. Does the factor come often T—At the rent collection.

2562. Does he come at any other time —He comes to school board
meetings. Ile is a member of the school board and parochial board, and
comes to attend these meetings.

2563. The last wituess told us that a boll of meal could not be got
without a particular beast being set aside as security for it. Do they put 2
mark upon the beast —The beest will be marked when it is bought,

2564. Do you do that yourself -—Yes; in a few instances.

2565, Is it left for some time with the man who gets the boll of meal?
—Yes, 1 pay the man for the wintering of the beast in addition to the
price of it.

2566. The Chairman.—TIs that particular beast security for that parti-
cular debt 7—Yes ; that is the purpose for whick it is bouglit.

2567. If the man pays for the boll of meal a month or two afterwards
will he get his beast back I—1It is not for the boll of meal that the beast
is security, but for the valus of the beast in meal.

2568. Would you rather have the beast, or rather have the money %I
would prefer the money. I would not wish & beast from any man who
had got the money.

2569, If you don't get the money, how soon do you take possession of
the beast, and sell him7—To the last market of the year—the September
naarket.

2570, If the beast dies, is it your loss or the loss of the erofter It is
my loss, when I mark it,

2571, If the beast fetches more money than the amount of the debt,
who has the balance?—1I only want my debt out of it. If the man gets
any body to give more than [ give for it, I give up the beast.

25732, The man is allowed to sell it, in fact ?—It is I who must deliver
the